
 
To:  MARAC Steering Committee 
From:  Heather Clewell, Delaware Caucus Rep 
Date:  February 1, 2013 
 

 
 
Winterthur Library 

New Library Exhibit: Introducing the Saul Zalesch Collection of American Ephemera    

Body A spectrum of colorful and thought-provoking booklets pertaining to fashion, travel, 

patent medicine, cooking and more  -- all from the Saul Zalesch collection – is now on display in 

the library cases. Saul Zalesch, art historian and collector, became enamored of trade catalogs 

and ephemera while a research fellow at Winterthur in the early 1990s.  He has since amassed 

a collection his own, and is donating the collections to Winterthur. The collection focuses on 

visually rich American publications – including trade catalogs, magazines, and advertising 

booklets -- from the late 1870s through the 1940s. For more information about Saul and his 

collecting interests, please visit ephemerastudies.org. 

 

Hagley Museum and Library 

William Pahlmann Collection officially opened for research 

Hagley Museum and Library is pleased to announce that the William Pahlmann Collection has 

been officially opened for research.  In 2010, the National Historical Publications and Records 

Commission (NHPRC) awarded Hagley a two-year grant of $112,000 to process the collection.  

Pahlmann (1900-1987) was a renowned interior designer during the twentieth century and his 

clients includedcorporations, stores, restaurants, hotels, and private homes.  The collection 

(1927-1976) is a rich resource for research in the history of design, the business of operating a 

design firm, and material culture. 



The Pahlmann processing project lasted for two years, beginning in October 2010.  During that 

time project archivists processed 1,200 linear feet of correspondence, client files, sketches, 

financial records, and publicity materials.  The collection also includes extensive samples of wall 

coverings, flooring, and textiles for window treatments, furniture, and carpeting.  Archivists 

worked with researchers to provide limited access to the collection during processing. 

The detailed finding aid is available at 

http://www.hagley.org/library/collections/manuscripts/pahlmannabst.html 

Hagley is very grateful to the NHPRC for providing financial support to provide access to this 

important collection.  For more information, please contact Ask Hagley at 

http://www.hagley.org/library/askhagley.html. 

Delaware’s Historical Marker Program Expands and an Invaluable Collection of Delaware 

Postcards is Donated to the Delaware Public Archives  

 

Delaware’s historical markers continue to be one of the most popular programs at the 

Delaware Public Archives (DPA).  While more than 500 sites throughout the First State have 

received historical markers since the program was inaugurated in 1931, almost half of them 

have been installed since 1990 when the DPA assumed responsibility.  The popularity of this 

program can be attributed to the growing interest of Delawareans who want to show their 

pride and interest in Delaware’s significant events, people, structures, and traditions.  Coming 

in the spring of 2013, the Delaware Public Archives will be instituting a QR Code system 

statewide in order to promote the visitation to these markers and to make it easier and more 

convenient to find nearby markers.   Through this program, visitors will become aware of 

Delaware’s rich history and culture while also having the access to information about other 

marker sites nearby that can further their knowledge of the area. Delaware Public Archives 

Director and State Archivist Stephen M. Marz adds, “putting the QR Codes on the markers will 

definitely aid in bringing more visitors to Delaware to see the many historical and cultural   

attractions that we have to offer.”  

 

In the summer of 2012, a staff member for the Delaware Public Archives contacted Irene Caley 

of Smyrna, Delaware about a treasure trove of more than 8,000 Delaware Postcards that her 

husband, the late George Caley, had collected over the course of many decades.  Both Caleys 

had served as loyal volunteers at the Delaware Public Archives for many years and Mr. Caley 

was well known throughout the First State for being an excellent historian and genealogist.  

With the idea that the DPA could raise the funds necessary to purchase this unique collection 

http://www.hagley.org/library/collections/manuscripts/pahlmannabst.html
http://www.hagley.org/library/askhagley.html


once the price had been established, the staff member was stunned when Mrs. Caley agreed to 

donate the entire collection to the Delaware Public Archives.  While this collection is now in the 

processing stage, it will soon be available to patrons who will have the opportunity to explore 

the many different images of Delaware that can be found in these postcards. It is planned to 

have the entire collection digitized an on the DPA website to coincide with a major exhibit of 

these postcards in spring 2013.  We are very thankful to the Caley family for their generous gift. 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

DC Caucus Report 

Steering Committee Meeting 

Baltimore, MD 

Feb. 1, 2013 

 

 
DC Caucus Meeting: On Jan. 23, the DC Caucus held a meeting in conjunction with the 

National Archives Assembly to discuss the possibility of collaborating during American 

Archives Month this October.  The DC Caucus also discussed the possibility of collaborating 

with other partners including the Smithsonian Institution and DC Home Movie Day.  Those 

present decided to gather more information and talk again during the next caucus meeting in Erie 

this spring.  Afterwards, several people went out to continue the conversation over dinner and 

drinks nearby. 

 

Library of Congress: The Prints and Photographs Division at the Library of Congress is helping 

to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Flickr Commons.  Special sets of photographs and 

highlighted galleries will be listed here: 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/flickrcommons/discuss/72157632530597710/.  Other DC area 

institutions that participate in the Flickr Commons are the National Archives and the DC Public 

Library.   

 

Respectfully Submitted by Andrew Cassidy-Amstutz, DC Caucus Chair 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/flickrcommons/discuss/72157632530597710/
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mailto:dan.ramirez@maryland.gov
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http://www.daughtersofcharity.org/our-legacy/
http://www.facebook.com/dcarchives/
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http://americana.eventbrite.com/
mailto:studentarchivists@gmail.com


Mid Atlantic Archivist 

New Jersey Caucus News 

February 1, 2013 meeting  

[CAPES COORDINATOR'S REPORT SEPARATE] 

After enjoying the MARAC meeting in Richmond and meeting with fellow New Jersey archivists 

there, we returned home to warnings about the approach of Hurricane Sandy. The storm 

arrived October 29, bringing damaging wind and rain, knocking out power to residences and 

workplaces, and causing destruction along the Jersey shore. New Jersey is still grappling with 

the effects, and we are grateful to MARAC and its members for offers of assistance and the 

extension deadline to apply for disaster relief funds.  

Monmouth County Archives 

The current exhibit of the Monmouth County Archives, Windows to the Past: 40 Documents 

and Photographs, is reproduced in a catalog now online at 

http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=1678 

The Archives was closed for a week due to Hurricane Sandy but did not suffer any damage.  We 

are providing temporary storage for other collections that were affected by the storm. 

---------------------------------  

Seton Hall University  

Our Center has been the beneficiary of a more detailed information sharing presence through 
the standardization and uploading a large number finding aids.  The creation of a set of new 
Research Guides that detail Archives & Special Collections in general and finding aids in 
particular have been added for researcher reference and will be consistently updated with 
content as further collections and materials are scanned for those with specific information 
needs.  The link found under Blog Feeds on the right side of our current Homepage will allow 
the user to learn more about these particular sites 
(http://www.shu.edu/academics/libraries/archives/index.cfm).  The actual reference tools (or 
LibGuides) can be found via http://shu.libguides.com/cat.php?cid=55869 

Various collections continue to be acquired on a regular basis as part of an ongoing mission to 
enhance institutional history resources. Included among our recent major acquisitions are 
materials from the estate of the late Gloria Patrizio, a longtime history advocate who was 
involved in a number of religious, preservation, and patriotic-oriented committees statewide 
such as the U.S.S. New Jersey Commission and the annual Alfred E. Smith Dinner among others.  
Other donors include various memorabilia representing the history of Setonia from the Deehan 
family of South Orange, who have deep ties to the school with the late John Deehan having 



taught in the School of Business for several years and his wife Rosemarie serving with the 
Bayley-Seton League and other campus organizations.  A recently obtained collection of various 
18th century-to-present-day history, law, and literature volumes from alumnus Frank Meehan 
have enhanced our book holdings catalog as well.  

The Archives & Special Collections Center was represented with a display of various materials 
from our collection with particular emphasis on the evolution of academics and student life at 
our annual homecoming event University Weekend at Seton Hall University in early October.    

 
Visitation to our repository has topped the 105,000 mark since counter records have been 
measured since implementation in 2007. 
 
The New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission has a new homepage/blog site to complement 
its Facebook presence. We welcome visitation and contributions to our efforts in the days 
ahead. This web presence includes digitized images our foundation documents and newsletters 
through the years.  In addition, there is a section for becoming a Friend of the Commission as 
we welcome participation from anyone with an interest in the development and varied nature 
of Catholic history in New Jersey.  The URL for more information is http://blogs.shu.edu/njchc/. 

Caucus Representative 
Caryn Radick 
848-932-6152 

cradick@rulmail.rutgers.edu 

 
 
 

http://blogs.shu.edu/njchc/


 

 


































 

































   
   
    
    
     
      






     
  
   
  


  
  








 









   


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



   




  
   

    
     
      
      
      
      


















To: MARAC Steering Committee 
From: Susan Woodland, New York State Caucus rep 
Re: Caucus report for Steering Committee meeting, February 1, 2013 
 News from around the state 
 
 
NEH grant received by the Wilderstein Historic Site 
 

The Wilderstein Historic Site, Rhinebeck NY, received a National Endowment for the Humanities 
Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections award in the fall of 2012.  The grant of $50,000 provides 
expert advice through a team of two conservators, Alan Balicki, the New-York Historical Society; 
and Rick Kerschner, the Shelburne Museum, VT; and principle investigator Michael Henry of 
Watson & Henry, Bridgeton NJ, an architecture, planning and engineering firm.  Mr. Henry 
teaches in the Architecture and Historic Preservation program at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
The first of two site visits took place January 15-16, 2013.  The team is utilizing more than two 
years of temperature and relative humidity data collected on-site.  This data and room by room 
examination of storage spaces and interpretation rooms in the 1888-1889 mansion will form 
the basis of their recommendations.  The mansion houses over 400 linear feet of manuscript 
material dating from 1706-1991, 30,000 photographs, 4,000 costumes and textiles and over 
10,000 books, as well as maps, architectural drawings, works of art on paper, oil paintings and 
the furnishings and personal artifacts of five generations of the Suckley family. 
 
The goal of the team is to create a plan for a stable, cost-effective, sustainable environment 
using conservation measures that mitigate deterioration and prolong the useful life of 
collections.  These measures will help manage relative humidity, temperature, light and 
pollutants in storage, exhibition and interpretation spaces.  A workshop in May to be led by the 
team will involve staff, board, volunteers and representatives of local organizations.  The final 
report and a white paper will be made available to other interested organizations. 
 
Submitted by Duane A. Watson, Curator, Wilderstein Historic Site 
http://www.wilderstein.org/archives.html 
 
 
Jewish Buffalo Archives Project  
 
The Jewish Buffalo Archives Project works to comprehensively document the Jewish 
Community of Buffalo and the Western New York region and partners with the University at 
Buffalo to achieve this aim. The University at Buffalo and the Jewish Buffalo Archives Project 
have successfully received a second grant in order to digitize more images from new collections 
collected since 2007 under the Jewish Buffalo Archives Project. These images will be made  
available online through “New York Heritage”, a state internet resource that showcases grant 
supported collections from around New York State.  
 

http://www.wilderstein.org/archives.html


The costs for digitization for the continuation of the “Jewish Buffalo Image Collection,” are 
covered by a grant from the Western New York Library Resources Council, one of New York 
State’s nine Reference and Research Library Resources Councils, alongside matching funding 
from the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, Buffalo, New York. The collection can be 
accessed at this url: http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection.   
 
More information about the project can be obtained from Chana R. Kotzin, Ph.D., Community 
Archives Project Director through email: archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org or telephone: 716-
204-5388.  General information about the project is available 
at: http://library.buffalo.edu/archives/jbap/ 
 
 
Yiddish translation crowdsourcing at the Kheel Center 
 
The Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives has partnered with the 
Modern Records Centre at the University of Warwick (UK) on a Yiddish translation 
crowdsourcing project. In fall 2012, we launched a site that presents digitized Yiddish-language 
materials from both collections for translation to English by the general public. The materials 
document the lives of working class Jewish immigrants in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. For more information, please visit the project’s home page, 
http://transcribe.lib.warwick.ac.uk/yt/index.php/Main_Page, and the Cornell University Library 
press release, http://news.library.cornell.edu/news/121127/YiddishCrowdsourcing. 
 
Submitted by Cheryl Beredo, Cornell University 

http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection
mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
http://library.buffalo.edu/archives/jbap/
http://transcribe.lib.warwick.ac.uk/yt/index.php/Main_Page
http://news.library.cornell.edu/news/121127/YiddishCrowdsourcing
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TO: MARAC Steering Committee  
FROM: Dyani Feige, Pennsylvania State Caucus Chair  
RE: Pennsylvania State Caucus News  
Submitted to the Steering Committee on Friday, February 1, 2013 in Baltimore, Maryland.    
 
 
THE CONSERVATION CENTER FOR ART & HISTORIC ARTIFACTS IS NOW SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR 

PENNSYLVANIA’S TOP 10 ENDANGERED ARTIFACTS 

Pennsylvania’s past is important. Events that took place here have reverberated throughout the entire 
world. The story of Pennsylvania is preserved in the artifacts cared for in collections found in every 
region of the state—in our communities’ museums, libraries, archives, and historic sites. These artifacts 
tell us who we are, where we came from, and may even suggest new directions for our future. 

Pennsylvania’s Top 10 Endangered Artifacts (http://www.patop10artifacts.org) is a campaign that 
celebrates our state’s most inspiring items—drawings, paintings, manuscripts, rare books, maps, 
photographs, objects, textiles, and much more. The project is part of Save Pennsylvania’s Past 
(http://www.ccaha.org/save-pennsylvania-s-past), a multi-year initiative to protect and preserve the 
state’s cultural collections. 

Building awareness of the threats facing Pennsylvania’s historic institutions and cultural heritage, the 
Conservation Center for Art & Historic Artifacts is presenting a unique opportunity to move the crucial 
needs of our collections into the limelight. 

Pennsylvania’s Top 10 Endangered Artifacts offers a new statewide awareness and fundraising campaign 
that will engage institutions and the general public in a little friendly conservation competition. 

An independent review panel will select 10 artifacts that will be highlighted on the campaign website 
where the public can vote for and donate to their favorite objects. Institutions will receive support 
through a statewide promotional campaign, helping them to build social media-based communities and 
raise funds through a new online platform. 

Pennsylvania’s Top 10 Endangered Artifacts is supported by The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage and by 
the Beneficial Foundation. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH ARCHIVES SERVICE CENTER ACQUIRED THE PAPERS OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN PATRICK 

MURTHA  
 
The University of Pittsburgh’s Library System recently acquired the papers of the late Congressman John 
“Jack” Patrick Murtha. Murtha, a Democrat, served in the U.S. House of Representatives representing 
Pennsylvania’s 12th congressional district from 1974 until 2010. In 1952, he left college to join the 
Marine Corps and was selected for Officer Candidacy School. He used his G. I. Bill to attain a degree in 
economics from the University of Pittsburgh, and attended graduate classes and ran a small business. He 
stayed with the Marine Forces Reserve and volunteered to serve in the Vietnam War from 1966 to 1967. 

http://www.patop10artifacts.org/
http://www.ccaha.org/save-pennsylvania-s-past
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The medals received for his heroism were an ineffective focus of political attacks by his opponents in 
their efforts to defeat him in several elections. He was the first veteran of the Vietnam War to serve in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, winning a special election for the 72nd legislative district in 1969.  
 
Murtha served a total of 18 years on the House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee and he is noted 
for submitting a Resolution in 2005 which called for the withdrawal of armed forces in Iraq. He was 
unsuccessful in being elected Majority Leader even with open support from Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi in 2006.  His other stances include supporting military spending, opposing gun control, voting in 
favor of the Affordable Healthcare for America Act, and being pro-life. Complications from surgery led to 
his death on February 9, 2010.  
 
The Archives Service Center at Pitt has hired Emily Hikes as the project archivist to process the 
collection, which consists of 1200 linear feet of materials and a large number of artifacts. Emily earned 
her MLIS from Pitt in 2011, with a specialization in archives and preservation and was a graduate 
assistant at the Archives Service Center during that time. Some of her other experience includes working 
in the archives of the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, and the Filson Historical 
Society, focusing foremost on processing, cataloging, digitization, donor relations, and reference. 
 



 
Virginia Caucus Report 

Steering Committee Meeting 
Baltimore, MD 

February 1, 2013 
 
 
Virginia Caucus Happy Hour: The Virginia Caucus has met several times for archival happy 
hours in the past few months with eight to ten members at each gathering. Another event is 
scheduled for February.  
 
Spring Caucus Meeting: In the process of planning the Virginia Caucus meeting for early to 
mid-April. Two prospective locations are being investigated.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by Laura Stoner, Virginia Caucus Chair 
 



Archives and History Annual Showcase 
 
The annual West Virginia Archives and History Showcase occurred Tuesday, December 4, 2012, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Archives and History Library and the Great Hall in the Culture Center, 
Charleston.  The theme for 2012 was “Duty & Honor,” and featured archival materials 
representing West Virginia’s long and proud history of military service.  Visit the Web site at 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/annualshowcase.html for photos of this event and past 
Showcase evenings. 
  
Adapted from West Virginia Archives and History News, 
[Vol. 13, No. 10], [December 2012], a publication of the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 
 
 
McBrides Presented Entertaining and Informative Talk on Frontier Forts 
 
Drs. Kim and Stephen McBride gave a talk entitled “Frontier Forts” on Thursday, October 25, 
2012, one of two lectures hosted by Archives and History in recognition of October as 
Archaeology Month. They were enthusiastically received by an audience that included 
historians and period re-enactors in addition to regular participants eager to learn more about 
life in the time period. The McBrides not only described the physical features and artifacts of 
fort site explorations and excavations, but  demonstrated their considerable professional 
expertise by providing the historical background studies and records that aided their searches 
and assisted in interpreting the significance of their findings. 
 
Previously published in West Virginia Archives and History News, 
[Vol. 13, No. 10], [December 2012], a publication of the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 
 
Genealogy Club Learns about Civil War Medals 
 
The Evening Genealogy Club learned about West Virginia Civil War medals and how to apply for 
them on October  11, 2012, from Archives and History historian Greg Carroll. Applicants must 
document their ancestry back to a soldier on the list of those who have unclaimed medals.  For 
more information about the medals, visit the Web site at 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/medals.html. 
 
Adapted from West Virginia Archives and History News, 
[Vol. 13, No. 9], [November 2012], a publication of the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 
 
 
 
 



Roy Bird Cook Collections Riches Revealed 
 
Roy Bird Cook (1886-1961) is a name well known to all who have delved into the history of the 
Mountain State in any detail.  This is especially true for students of the Civil War era.  Cook was 
not only a leading authority on the subject, but also one of the foremost collectors of original 
manuscripts and documents pertaining to the war as it relates to West Virginia history. 
 

The legacy of Cook's lifelong efforts as an author and antiquarian survive today in the West 
Virginia and Regional History Collection's priceless Roy Bird Cook Collections.  Consisting of 
more than twenty-seven linear feet of letters, diaries, manuscripts and other archival resources, 
the Cook Collections are perhaps the most significant gathering of West Virginiana ever 
assembled by a single individual.  The West Virginia Collection is pleased to announce that a 
newly updated finding aid to this superlative resource is now available to researchers via the 
WVRHC's online Guide to Archives and Manuscripts. 
 

The reprocessing and revision of cataloging of the Cook Collections have resulted in many 
significant improvements in the depth of description of the Collections. The creation of new or 
upgraded folder-level descriptions of content throughout the Collections has been a routine 
part of the reprocessing project.  In many cases, new item level descriptions have been created 
resulting in substantially more description than was previously available. 
 
The cataloging for these Collections may be accessed at 
http://www.libraries.wvu.edu/wvcollection/ by going to "archives and manuscripts" 
and entering "Cook, Roy Bird (1886-1961)" in the search engine. 
 
Adapted from West Virginia and Regional History Collection Newsletter, 
[Vol. 28, No. 1], [Fall 2012], a publication of the 
West Virginia and Regional History Collection, WVU Libraries 
 
History Day at the West Virginia Legislature 
 
The WV Legislature will host the annual History Day on February 21, 2013 in the West Virginia 
state capitol in Charleston.  Academic institutions, private organizations, local historical 
societies and other organizations will exhibit materials from their collections.  The event is open 
to the public from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
Nat DeBruin 
WV Caucus Rep 
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