MARAC STEERING COMMITTEE
MAY, 2008
OFFICERS’ REPORTS

CHAIR
Appointments

· Linda Angle Miller appointed as Virginia Caucus Representative

· Sharmila Bhatia reappointed to Publications Committee

· Jennie Levine, Dan Linke, and Diana Shenk appointed to Ad Hoc Committee on Administrative Services

· Barbara Beaucar, Daisy Njoku, and Valerie Wingfield appointed to the Outreach Committee

· Brian Keough appointed as Chair of the Education Committee

· Rob Jenson reappointed as Maryland Caucus Chair

· Becky Collier and Marianne Kasica appointed to the Development Committee

· Cristela Garcia-Spitz appointed to the Finding Aids Awards Committee

· Mary Manning appointed as Chair of the Finding Aids Awards Committee

Old Business

I will be following up with Jerry McCoy in late May early June to see if and when he will be ready for the assistance of MARAC members.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan McElrath
Chair
VICE CHAIR

Current Meeting:

Chautauqua Institution, NY
May 1-3, 2008
Hotel: Athenaeum Hotel

Room Rate: Single/Double - $130/night

Local Arrangements Committee: Co-Chairs, Jonathan Schmitz and Jim Tammaro. The committee plans on having monthly meetings in February and March and two meetings in April to further plan for the conference. The vendor coordinator is still working on obtaining additional vendors and sponsorships

Program Committee: Co-Chairs, Ann Marie Przybyla and Pam Cassidy Whitenack

Program Theme: Chautauqua 2008: Education Outside the Box

Plenary: The plenary speaker will be Joseph Persico historian, biographer, and chief speechwriter for Nelson A. Rockefeller. He will focus on the role of archivists and reference librarians in the writing of his twelve books.

Program Sessions: There will be 21 sessions over the course of the 2 days:  3 blocks of 4 sessions on Friday and 2 blocks of 4 (5) sessions on Saturday.  One of the different aspects of the meeting will be the "Up For Discussion" sessions, focused on 5 different topics and moderated by an archivist with expertise or particular interest in the subject area.  The 5 subject/topics are:

· Electronic Records 

· MPLP 

· Web 2.0 Tools 

· Preservation Challenges 

· Archival Advocacy 
Luncheon Address: The luncheon speaker is David Cope, an expert on World's Fairs, who will speak on the 1939 New York World's Fair, the slogan for which was "The World of Tomorrow.”

Reception: The reception will be held in the Parlor room of the hotel

Tours: There are both guided tours (6) and on your own tours on Thursday and Saturday.

Guided tours: 

Friday:  Mazza Vineyards Wine Excursion; Lilly Dale Assembly Tour; Seneca Nation Archives and Museum Tour and Excursion to Seneca-Niagara Casino; Walking tour of Chautauqua

Saturday: Chautauqua Walking Tour; Amish Country and Shopping Excursion

On Your Own:  Luci-Desi Museum; Fenton History Center; Roger Tory Peterson Institute; McClurg Museum; Barker Museum; Robert H. Jackson Center; Audubon Society; Dunkirk Lighthouse and Veterans Park Museum; Southern Tier Brewery Tour

Workshops: Three workshops are planned for Chautauqua:

Arrangement& Description (full day) Instructor: Kate Colligan; Court Records Among the Collections (full day) Instructors: James Folts and Patrick Connolly; and Web 2.0 101 (half day) Instructors: Arian Ravanbakhsh and Kate Theimer

Notes: The Arrangement and Description workshop was very popular. Registrants were capped at 30 students, and there is a waitlist.

 Silver Spring, MD
 November 6-8, 2008
Hotel: Crowne Plaza Washington DC/ Silver Spring MD

Room Rate: Single/Double - $149/night

Local Arrangements Committee:  Co-Chairs, Mary Mannix and Karen Fishman

Reception Location: TBD. The LAC is investigating possibilities such as the Discovery Building, NOAA, and several other local venues

Tours: TBD. Ideas include “behind the scenes” at the American Film Institute; Silver Spring Walking Tour; and a tour of the Discovery Building

Program Committee:  Co-Chairs, Danna Bell-Russel and Sharmila Bhatia. 12 additional members.

Program Theme: Making History Local

Plenary Address: Mary Beth Corrigan on the Riggs Bank Archives

Luncheon Address: Jerry McCoy, President of the Silver Spring Historical Society and archivist of the Peabody Room Collection, DC Public Library. His topic will be the Silver Spring Post Office Mural and the fight to preserve it. You can read more about the mural at <http://silverspringhistory.homestead.com/mural.html>. 
Sessions: 30 sessions in development and of those 12 are complete. We are planning to hold a meeting during the conference and should be able to meet our deadlines with the program. Topics include working on collaborative projects, digitization projects from small repositories, discussing whether or not digitization is a part of collection processing, a session featuring student papers, a presentation on what's new in term of legal issues affecting copyright, home movies and amateur film making as local history, documenting civil unrest (it's the 40th anniversary of the riots after the King assassination), MPLP in practice within the Mid-Atlantic region, managing your career, identifying the issues needed in educating archivists dealing with electronic records, digital curation and dealing with the changing reference environment in archival repositories.

West Virginia, Charleston, WV      April 16-18 2009

Hotel: Holiday Inn Charleston House

Room Rate: Single/Double - $99/night

Local Arrangements Committee:  Co-Chairs, Debra Basham and Rebecca Ebert

Reception Location: TBD. 

Tours: TBD

Program Committee:  Arian Ravanbakhsh and Laura Drake Davis

The Program Committee is in the process of recruiting members to serve

Program Theme: TBD

Plenary Address: TBD

Luncheon Address: TBD 
Sessions: TBD

Notes: We chose the Holiday Inn Charleston House because it has sufficient space, is on the water, close to a mall, and offered the least expensive room rate.  The hotel offers, among other things, complimentary shuttle service to and from the airport.  

Jersey City, New Jersey    October 28-31, 2009 ***TENTATIVE

Idelle Nissila, Jonathan Tanner, and Brenda Parnes spent considerable time this spring investigating hotels in the New York Metropolitan Area.

Hotel: Westin, Jersey City (Contract Under Negotiation)

Room Rate: Single/Double - $179/night (Tentative)

Local Arrangements Committee:  TBD

Reception Location: TBD. 

Tours: TBD

Program Committee: TBD

Program Theme: TBD

Plenary Address: TBD

Luncheon Address: TBD 
Sessions: TBD

Notes:  The Westin Jersey City is located one block from a PATH station and is minutes from Manhattan, Newark Airport, and a number of other attractions. It is on the waterfront and across the street from a large mall.  It is under construction and slated to open in January 2009.  Idelle Nissila has been on a hard hat tour and has been working diligently with their sales manager.  A contract is under negotiation and the sales manager at the Westin has been very responsive. Yes, it’s in New Jersey, but it’s really, really close to New York City.   If a contract is signed before Chautauqua, we will make a more definitive announcement at the business meeting.  I am meeting with Idelle and Brenda on Thursday, May 1, following the MCC meeting.

TBD

Spring 2010
Suggestions have included Harrisburg and Wilmington and Syracuse.  But if anyone is absolutely eager to host a conference and begin looking around, let me know.  Both Pennsylvania and Delaware would be good locations for Spring 2010.

Workshops:
Dale Patterson and Michael Knies arranged three workshops for the Chautauqua conference. They are doing a wonderful job keeping track of everything and working with the workshop instructors.  The Arrangement and Description workshop for Chautauqua is booked at 30 registrants, with a waiting list.  Three workshops are lined up for Silver Spring, and a fourth is being considered.  We still may consider working with SAA to hold a workshop at the Charleston, WV, meeting, since that is a location that might draw people for whom locations like DC are inconvenient.

Other News:

Arian Ravanbakhsh will step down as Program Editor after the Silver Spring meeting in order to concentrate on the program for Charleston, WV.  Tammy Hamilton (Hershey Archives) has agreed to take his place, and will work with Arian on the Silver Spring program.

We have decided to test online meeting evaluations at this meeting.  Christine DiBella, MARAC’s technical webmaster, has translated the evaluation forms for Local Arrangements, Program Committee, and the Workshops into Survey Monkey.  Following the meeting, we will import email addresses of conference attendees and allow them the option of responding to evaluations online.

Respectfully submitted,

Jenny Levine

Vice Chair
