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STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

Delaware
Delaware Historical Society
“Conspicuous Consumption: Flower Market Photos, 1930s – 1960,” is the newest exhibit at the Library.   For more than eighty years, the Wilmington Flower Market has signaled the beginning of summer.  Held each year during the Memorial Day weekend, thousands throng to Rockford Park for flowers, rides and ice cream.  At its heart, the Flower Market is a fund-raiser for children’s charities.  To publicize the event, photographs featuring Flower Market committee members posing at local business sponsors, highlighting the latest trends and fashions, were published in the Sunday Star newspaper as a “Flower Market Supplement.” Between 1930 and the 1960s, many changes occurred in the popular culture.  From soda fountains, hot dogs, ice boxes, formal gowns and fancy cars to home swimming pools, local restaurants and charm schools—all of these aspects of local history and culture are highlighted in this charming and delightful exhibit.
Delaware Public Archives

On July 4 local actor Dick Pack presented Caesar Rodney Rides, a dramatic presentation about the life of Delaware’s foremost patriot. Taking place in DPA’s Research Room, this fourth annual event was attended by an overflow crowd of more than 160 persons.

A total of 25 new historical markers were researched, crafted, and installed by DPA during FY 2008. 

Governor Ruth Ann Minner signed legislation on July 16 to bring the Delaware Heritage Commission under the Delaware Public Archives umbrella.  The Commission publishes books about Delaware history, sponsors the Delaware Book Fair and Authors Day, coordinates two summer history camps, and offers challenge grants and awards for researchers and writers of Delaware history.

The DPA has announced the subjects of its monthly lecture series:

August 2:  This Old House, researching house history by DPA staff member Margaret Dunham. 

September 6:  Preserving Documents and Photographs by DPA staff members Randy Goss and Mark Ritter.

Hagley Library
On September 18 Janice Traflet, Bucknell University, presents her paper “Courting Women Stockholders: Brokers' Marketing Practices in the 1950s and 1960s and the Democratization of the Stock Market" in the Copeland Room of Hagley Library.
Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
I am currently working on plans for the DC Archives Fair in October. Tentative date is Wednesday, October 8th and the fair will be held at the National Archives (downtown facility).  

Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland

University of Baltimore - Special Collections

Aiden Faust has been hired as Project Archivist for The American Society of Clan Gregor Collection.  The Society is funding the position to process their collection and provide a finding aid to the Society’s holdings in the Special Collections Department at the University of Baltimore.
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore
The University of Maryland Eastern Shore has received a $4200 grant to hire an archivist to review its university archives from 1887-1959 (before we had yearbooks) and historic photonegatives from 1951-1989 to develop a strategic plan for their preservation. From the MARAC list, we were able to secure 4-5 applicants interested in the project.
University of Maryland (College Park) - Office of Digital Collections
The Office of Digital Collections and Research (DCR) at the University of Maryland Libraries recently announced the launch of two public digital projects, the National Trust Library Historic Postcard Collection <http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/ntlpostcards.jsp> and the Maryland History and Culture Bibliography <http://www.lib.umd.edu/dcr/collections/mdhc/>.  From a "colorized" view of Luna Park, a great Coney Island amusement park that burned in 1944, to the long-ago streets of Baltimore, the National Trust Library Historic Postcard Collection preserves unique and engaging images of people and places in early twentieth-century America. Portraying locations across the United States, the collection offers perspectives into the society which produced these cards and reveals important insights about cultural attitudes of the time. These postcards also provide unique evidence of the evolution in American architecture, with rare glimpses of buildings or places that may no longer exist or have dramatically altered over time.The National Trust Library Postcard Collection represents a small sampling of the approximately 20,000 postcards available in the National Trust for Historic Preservation Library Collection. The Libraries will continue to add images to this collection.  The Maryland History and Culture Bibliography consists of citations to articles, books, and doctoral dissertations about various aspects of Maryland's history and culture, divided into a set of standard subject categories. The citations are gathered from scholarly journals, local and state history-related newsletters and magazines, subject indexes to monographs and journals, publishers' catalogs, and electronic databases, among other sources. The Maryland History and Culture Bibliography database was originally created by the Maryland Humanities Council in 2000. The University of Maryland Libraries assumed responsibility for the continued access and updating of the database in 2008. These wonderful projects join many others that already live in Digital Collections <http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/index.jsp>.
University of Maryland (College Park) - Special Collections
The Historical Manuscripts unit recently received the Papers of Albert R. Wynn, former democratic member of the United States House of Representatives.  Wynn represented the 4th District in Maryland from 1993 until 2008. Wynn was a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee and the Congressional Black Caucus. The collection is currently in the process of being inventoried and will be made available to the public once the inventory is complete. More information about the collection can be obtained from Liz McAllister, Acting Curator of Historical Manuscripts, by email: emcallis@umd.edu.
The Historical Manuscripts unit recently received the Papers of Albert R. Wynn, former democratic member of the United States House of Representatives.  Wynn represented the 4th district in Maryland from 1993 until 2008. Wynn was a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee and the Congressional Black Caucus. The collection is currently in the process of being inventoried and will be made available to the public once the inventory is complete. More information about the collection can be obtained from Liz McAllister, Acting Curator of Historical Manuscripts, by email: emcallis@umd.edu.

New Jersey
New Jersey Department of Archives and Records Management, Trenton, New Jersey
On October 6, NJDARM will commemorate its 25th year as a Division by holding a day long conference entitled “Great Expectations” with sessions on issues concerning archives and records management, past, present and future. 

Our audience will be archivists, historians and records managers from state and local government, academic institutions, and historical society staff and patrons. 
Joanne McKinley


Monmouth County Archives, Monmouth County, New Jersey.
The Monmouth County Archives has made the 1875 New Jersey Census for
Monmouth County available online with a search capability at

http://oprs.co.monmouth.nj.us/oprs/Archives/ASearch.aspx . Some towns are missing and some of the extant pages have missing data but since this is the only known copy, the Archives is pleased to make it accessible. A generous grant from the Monmouth County Genealogy Society was used for conservation of heavily damaged pages in the census.

In March 2008, the Monmouth County Archives initiated the MR-MARC program which enables municipalities in Monmouth  County to store, at no charge, up to 10 cubic feet of historical records at the Archives, where they will be available for research.  The program was made possible by a P.A.R.I.S grant for compact shelving which substantially increased the Archives' storage capacity.  As of July 17, nineteen towns have delivered, or planned to

deliver, records for storage.

The 13th annual Archives and History Day event at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters is scheduled for October 11.   Professor Maxine Lurie who will address the audience on 17th century New Jersey, as this year is the 325th anniversary of the establishment of Monmouth and other counties in what was then East Jersey.  Seventy tables are available for exhibitors. Archives Week events also include, on October 8, a seminar on sports archives and a workshop on care and identification of 19th century photographs.  Contact Shelagh Reilly sreilly@co.monmouth.nj.us  regarding registration.

Gary D. Saretzky

Archivist, County of Monmouth
Rutgers University, Alexander Library
On Wednesday, July 16 at 5:15pm in Alexander Library's Pane Room, 169 College Avenue, New Brunswick, had a program on Standardbred racing, the New Jersey Sire Stakes and the equine industry. Distinguished panelists include Catherine Stearns Medich, New Jersey

Sire Stakes trustee, Christopher Castens, NJSS executive director and Anthony Perretti, NJSS trustee and manager of Perretti Farm.

Dale Patterson




New York

Rockefeller Archive Center
The Rockefeller Archive Center has experienced several changes in recent months. Formerly a division of the Rockefeller University, the Archive Center became an independent organization on July 1 and is now an operating foundation under the leadership of a new president, Dr. Jack Meyers.  The new status necessitated a change in the Center’s web address to http://www.rockarch.org/.  
The Archive Center is currently celebrating the centennial of the birth of former U.S. Vice President and New York State Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller with an online exhibit, “Nelson A. Rockefeller: A Centennial Celebration in 100 Photographs.”  Senior Archivist Amy Fitch organized the exhibit with assistance from Senior Archivist Michele Hiltzik and Administrative Assistant Norine Hochman.  The exhibit is accessible at http://www.rockarch.org/exhibits/nar100/. 

In June, the Archive Center was featured on a panel at the 29th Conference on New York State History, held in Saratoga Springs NY.  “Using the Rockefeller Archive Center for 20th-Century Social History” focused on some of the Archive Center’s underutilized archival collections.  Assistant Director Ken Rose discussed 20 years of business vouchers in “Doing Business with the Rockefellers,” Senior Archivist Charlotte Sturm described “The World of Work on the Rockefellers’ Kykuit Estate,” and Senior Archivist Carol Radovich discussed “White Slavery, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and the Landmark Film Traffic in Souls (1913).”

The Archive Center welcomed two new staff members in May:  Archivist Marisa Hudspeth, who was formerly Assistant Archivist at Northeastern University in Boston MA, and Bob Rosendale, a transition officer and acting director of finance and administration.  

New York State Archives
New York State Issues Comprehensive E-Records Study 
Albany, NY -- The New York State Office for Technology and the New York State Archives, a program of the State Education Department, issued a report today that examines how the state can provide choice, interoperability and vendor neutrality in electronic document creation while ensuring electronic records are preserved and remain accessible. A Strategy for Openness: Enhancing E-Records Access in New York State makes recommendations to promote openness and transparency aimed at ensuring public records remain free from being locked into proprietary systems and software applications.
"As the state continues to conduct more and more business electronically, the importance of preserving e-records for historical reference is paramount," said Dr. Melodie Mayberry-Stewart, New York Chief Information Officer and Director of the Office for Technology and co-sponsor of the study group, with Christine Ward, State Archivist. "This report is the first step to improve openness in records retention for the state and we expect additional recommendations for technical standards to evolve as we continue on down the openness path," said Mayberry-Stewart. 

"The report represents the best thinking of an outstanding team of individuals from several state agencies that focused its extensive experience and expertise to address a vital and complex issue facing state government operations. The recommendations in this report will help the state ensure that government electronic records are preserved and accessible to the public," said State Archivist Christine W. Ward.

Assemblywoman RoAnn Destito, Chair of the Governmental Operations Committee, championed a bill in 2007 that was signed into law requiring the state Office for Technology to study how electronic documents and the mechanisms and processes for obtaining access to and reading electronic data can be created, maintained, exchanged and preserved. 

"I am very pleased that this study will lead to a more transparent and effective state government especially as it relates to new technology and the future of electronic documents," Assemblywoman RoAnn M. Destito (D/WF – Rome) explained. "I commend the Office for Technology, the State Archives, and all their partners for a thorough study, and I look forward to reading their recommendations. I have been urging legislative action to address this issue, and hopefully, this is the catalyst that leads to a more open and efficient government."

The report recommends establishing a statewide, cross-government Electronics Records Committee to address, in a formal, long-term and collaborative manner, all aspects of electronic record creation, management and preservation. The committee would facilitate state agency adoption, place the vendor community on notice of the state's strategic direction and long-term commitment for technology openness, and ensure this commitment is institutionalized throughout the state enterprise and survives government leadership transitions. Another recommendation suggests the committee develops and publishes a final open records policy, and begins issuing a series of standards and guidelines for implementing the policy.

A workgroup was formed to conduct the research and write the report. The workgroup was comprised of leadership from the New York State Office of the Chief Information Officer and Office for Technology, New York State Department of Education/New York State Archives, Office of the New York State Attorney General, Office of the New York State Comptroller, New York State Historian, and the SUNY Center for Technology in Government. They examined policies from other states and nations, records management of the State Archives, the need for public access, the expected storage life of electronic documents, and the costs of implementation.

The workgroup solicited public and private comments regarding a strategy to provide more openness with documents. They received 114 public comments, which totaled 600 pages of comments. Approximately half (51%) of the responders were individuals, 22% of the responses came from commercial enterprises, 17% came from government entities, and 10% from non-profit organizations. 

The full report is available on the New York State Office for Technology website at http://www.oft.state.ny.us/Policy/ESRA/erecords-study.htm.

New York City Department of Records and Information Services
Leonora Gidlund, reports that the New York City Department of Records and Information Services, Archives Division, Reference Room has a new look. The room has new equipment, new furniture, and additional services. The researchers now have ten new computers to view the vital records indexes, mayoral inventories and some of the archives wonderful images.
 Moreover, the division has purchased and implemented the Luna Insight image management software and now the researchers have 4,600 images ready to view on those computers.  Ms. Gidlund reports that they hope to have over 10,000 images scanned and ready to view by October 2008. Of course, additional images will become available throughout the year.

Cornell University, Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives
Curtis Lyons succeeded Richard Strassberg as Director of the Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives. Richard retired in October 07 after nearly 40 years service to Cornell. Curtis' appointment became effective 21 April 08.  Prior to coming to Cornell, he served as Head, Special Collections and Archives, Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond.   Before his assignment at Virginia Commonwealth, he served as Archives Specialist, University of Tennessee Archives, responsible for supervising the University of Tennessee system and Knoxville campus archives.  Curtis holds both a BA in History and Political Science and an MA in History from the University of Tennessee with a concentration in historical theory and methodology.
SUNY Albany
Leonard Marcus, one of the foremost authorities on the history of children’s literature, will discuss and sign his new book,  Minders of Make-Believe (2008, Houghton Mifflin), an animated first-time history of the visionary editors, authors, librarians, booksellers, and others whose passion for books has transformed American childhood and American culture. The Program will be held on October 23, 2008, 4:00 PM, Standish Room, Third floor, Science Library, University at Albany, SUNY
What should children read? Marcus tackles this three-hundred-year-old question that sparked the creation of a rambunctious children’s book publishing scene in Colonial times. And it’s the urgent issue that went on to fuel the transformation of twentieth-century children’s book publishing from a genteel backwater to big business. Marcus delivers a provocative look at the fierce turf wars fought among pioneering editors, progressive educators, and librarians - most of them women - throughout the twentieth century. His story of the emergence and growth of the major publishing houses - and of the distinctive literature for the young they shaped - gains extraordinary depth through the author’s path-finding research and in-depth interviews with dozens of editors, artists, and other key publishing figures whose careers go back to the 1930s. 
Leonard S. Marcus began his publishing career with Awakened by the Moon, a widely acclaimed biography of Goodnight Moon author Margaret Wise Brown, and last fall Random House released Golden Legacy: How Golden Books Won Children’s Hearts, Changed Publishing Forever, and Became an American Icon Along the Way. Marcus, a consummate professional, capable of discourse on a wide range of topics, also possesses a wry wit, hinted at in the picture book he created with his wife, Amy Schwartz, Oscar: The Big Adventure of a Little Sock Monkey (HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books).”

Jamestown Public School District Opens New Record Center
The Jamestown Public School District marked the opening of its new Records Center and Archives with an open house on June 27th that included State Archives representatives David Lowry, Manager, Records Advisor Services and James Tammaro, Region 8 Regional Advisory Officer, members of the Region 8 Advisory Committee and school administrators.  Pam Brown, Records Management Coordinator and Karen Briner-Peterson, the district’s Human Resources Director and Records Management Officer gave visitors a tour of the Center which includes an exhibit and research area, processing area and climate controlled secure storage area. The building of the records center was included in a capital construction project of the Administration offices at 197 Martin Road in Jamestown, NY.  
The records center is now the centralized location for inactive and historical records from the district’s six elementary schools, three middle schools, high school, central administration and all ancillary services.

Submitted by 
Ray LaFever, NY Caucus Representative

Pennsylvania

No report.

Virginia
Plans are underway for a celebration of Archives Month in October. Vince Brooks and I are co‑chairing the Archives Month committee, and we've had help from representatives of several institutions in Richmond and across the state.  We're planning an Archives Month poster, which we plan to send to Virginia legislators this year; an Archives Fair at the Virginia Historical Society in Richmond, and several speaking events at the Library of Virginia, as well as a film screening and discussion at Hollins University in Roanoke.   

The Virginia caucus list serv is up and running again.  I sent an email to all caucus members inviting them to join the list serv, and about 15 new participants signed on, bringing the total to 70 of 158. 

As caucus representative for MARAC, I was asked to represent archival\institutions in Virginia on a committee that is applying for an IMLS state planning grant for Virginia for collections care for museums, libraries, and archives.

Catherine OBrion

West Virginia

Membership Drive – Currently developing a mailing list of all academic institutions with archives and special collections, statewide historical and genealogical societies, and county clerks.  Hoping to send personalized letters outlining the benefits of MARAC Membership and a copy of the printed brochure with the Membership Application.  Goal is to add 20 new members to the WV Caucus before the Spring 2009 Conference in Charleston.

Spring 2009 Conference – I have solicited known WV Caucus members to be on the Program Committee and I will help Debra Basham as much as possible with local arrangements.

Nat DeBruin

