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STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

Delaware

Delaware Public Archives

The DPA experiment with the new social media has proven to be very successful.  There have been over 1600 hits on the Archives’ blog in its first three months.  The number of fans on Facebook also has steadily grown.

The Delaware Division of Libraries, in partnership with the Delaware Public Archives, Delaware Division of Historic and Cultural Affairs, Delaware Museum Association, and University of Delaware Museum Studies Programs received an IMLS grant of $220,403 to implement the key findings of its statewide planning process and strengthen existing preservation infrastructure through training and self-study. Topics include how to conduct a self-survey that will allow simultaneous inventory and prioritization for preservation planning purposes; collection management policy development; archival basics; inventory control; environmental management; disaster mitigation; preservation reformatting; and fire protection and suppression. Model mission statements, disaster preparedness and recovery plans, environmental control policies, security plans, and exhibit policies will be identified and selected by the project partners to assist organizations around the state to develop their own set of preservation policies.

Hagley Library

The David Sarnoff Library Collection is the largest single collection of material on the life of David Sarnoff (1891-1971) and the companies that he founded or led, most importantly the Radio Corporation of America (RCA) and the National Broadcasting Company (NBC).  The collection, totaling 2,000 linear feet, includes David Sarnoff’s personal library, a large vertical file of pamphlets and other publications, runs of scientific and trade journals, extensive photographic, film, and video coverage of Sarnoff’s life and works, and material on RCA’s and NBC’s iconic headquarters and broadcast studios in New York’s Rockefeller Center. In addition, the collection includes a large volume of laboratory notebooks and other purely technical materials, including the papers of television pioneer Vladimir Zworykin and other RCA research scientists.  The Library received the collection in several shipments over the course of December 2009 and January 2010.

The Library is pleased to announce the completion of a pilot project titled, “The DuPont Company on the Brandywine” (located at: http://www.hagley.org/library/exhibits/ brandywine/index.html.) that provides an initial understanding of the DuPont Company’s early history and early nineteenth-century business practices. The project employs a visual browser that teaches users about both the history and growth of the DuPont Company since its organization in 1801 and its founding in Delaware in 1802.
Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia

National Academy of Sciences
The National Academy of Sciences is closing its Constitution Avenue, NW, headquarters, effective on or before June 1, for a two-year historic restoration.  The Academy's Archives will relocate to another Academy facility in Washington, the Keck Center at 500 5th Street N.W., in the same complex with the Koshland Science Museum.  While much of the collection will be in off-site storage, the Archives will continue its research and reference services to external researchers to the fullest extent possible during this period.  Our contact information remains the same:  jgoldblu@nas.edu, 202-334-2418, dbarbier@nas.edu, 202-334-2414.
Janice Goldblum and Daniel Barbiero
National Academy of Sciences Archives 
 

The Preserving the American Historical Record Act
Senator Orrin Hatch
Statement for the Record
On the Introduction of The Preserving the American Historical Record Act
April 19, 2010
Mr. President, I rise today to discuss the Preserving the American Historical Record Act, a bill that I introduced along with Senator Levin today.  This is a piece of legislation designed to ensure the protection of important historical documents housed and preserved at the state and local level. Put simply, this legislation would require the Archivist of the United States to make grants to the states for a number of purposes, including the protection historical records, promoting the use of such records in new and creative ways, providing education and training to those who care for historical records and creating a wide variety of access tools of key records maintained by state and local organizations.  The bill authorizes $50,000,000 a year – a very modest sum, all things considered -- to be distributed among the states according to formulas based on both size and geographical area.

Mr. President, we live in a time where there has been a resurgence in interest in family history and genealogical research.  With the advancement of internet research tools, millions of Americans have gone online to learn more about their pasts.  Indeed, this type of research is among the more prominent uses of internet resources, as evidenced by the growth of websites and services like Ancestry.com and Family Search.  Also, millions of Americans have tuned into hit television shows describing the experience and revelation that comes with the discovery of one’s family history. I want to thank Senator Levin for working with me on this legislation, as well as our cosponsors Senator Bennett, Schumer, Kerry, Shaheen, and Gillibrand.  

I yield the floor.

 

National Air and Space Museum Archives Division
During 2010, the National Air and Space Museum Archives Division will move its offices and collections to the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center Phase Two in Chantilly, Virginia.   The following services will be suspended as of these dates:
 May 1 – Public and museum photo orders; Film and video requests 

August 1 – Reproductions of microfilm, drawings, and technical manuals; Photocopies of collections material; Donations to the collections; Audio collection requests 

September 1 – Research appointments at the Paul E. Garber Facility Reading Room in Suitland, Maryland

 Permissions and reference services will continue, but expect delays in response.  Access to the Archives/Library Reading Room in the National Air and Space Museum on the National Mall will continue during the move period.

 Please visit the Archives Division website (http://www.nasm.si.edu/research/arch/) for up-to-date information regarding the move schedule.   E-mail NASMRefDesk@si.edu with questions.

Library of Congress
What's New in the Prints & Photographs Division can be seen at: http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/whatsnew.html
The Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
The Society has been awarded an American Heritage Preservation Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to preserve the Capital Photo Service Collection.  The Historical Society of Washington, DC will re-house, preserve, and make accessible 3,600 oversized photographs from the Capital Photo Service Collection, a collection of panoramic images from 1957-2000 of local businesses, organizations, schools, political and other groups in locally significant settings. Because not only groups but individuals in many of the photos have been identified by name, this collection provides a valuable visual record of the last half of the 20th century, reflecting the diversity of the local communities within the Nation’s Capital. 
New DC Caucus Rep
Please welcome Yvonne Carignan of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. as the new incoming MARAC DC Caucus representative.  I’ve enjoyed my tenure as the DC Caucus Rep.  Thanks for giving me the opportunity to serve MARAC which is a great organization!
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
Frostburg University – Lewis J. Ort Library
Mary Jo Price received her 25-year award for service to the Ort Library, 21 of which have been in Special Collections.
Montgomery County Archives
The Montgomery County Archives was moved into storage on March 2, 2010. The existing space in the Red Brick Courthouse in Rockville needed extensive structural renovations. The County plans to create a new space with appropriate environmental controls in proximity to the County Records Center in Gaithersburg. Completion date is uncertain. At that point, the County will have to allocate resources to hire a new archivist and “reset” the archival program. The most frequently used collection of aerial photographs has been loaned to the Montgomery County Historical Society to make accessible to the public. The rest of the collections are inaccessible until the Archives reopens.
National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute 
The Jacobus tenBroek Library at the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Jernigan Institute in Baltimore, Maryland, is pleased to announce the opening of our premier collection: the Jacobus tenBroek Personal Papers. Processed as part of the NHPRC-funded project Bringing Blind History to Light, the 326-linear-feet collection documents the personal and professional life of Dr. Jacobus tenBroek (1911-1968), founder and first president of the NFB.
Blinded in a childhood accident, tenBroek was a constitutional scholar, a civil rights activist, a professor at the University of California, and chairman of the California State Social Welfare Board. In addition to founding the NFB, he was also president of both the International Federation of the Blind and the American Brotherhood for the Blind. Dr. tenBroek’s writings, advocacy work, and academic career focused on the areas of constitutional law, civil rights, and social welfare. His seminal article, "The Right to Live in the World: The Disabled in the Law of Torts" published in 1966, laid much of the basis for subsequent disability law and the disability rights movement. Also, tenBroek’s Fourteenth Amendment scholarship in "The Equal Protection of the Laws," coauthored with Joseph Tussman and published in 1949 in the California Law Review, and "The Antislavery Origins of the Fourteenth Amendment," published in 1951, played a role in the Supreme Court's decision to invalidate the separate but equal doctrine in Brown v. Board of Education.   
The collection features correspondence, manuscripts, publications, teaching materials, research materials, and case files collected by tenBroek from the 1930s until his death in 1968. From 1968 until the 1990s, the collection was continued and expanded by Hazel Feldheym tenBroek, his wife, personal assistant, and after his death the associate editor of the Braille Monitor, the NFB’s flagship publication. Some highlights of the collection include materials which document the people, issues, and events that signaled the beginning of a national civil rights movement among blind Americans and records that shed light on tenBroek's role at Berkeley as an advocate for academic freedom and free speech. Also, a portion of the collection is in Grade 3 Braille, a format that utilizes more contractions and abbreviations than standard contracted Braille. Grade 3 is no longer taught or used in publishing and tenBroek’s use of this code is of interest to linguists and cognitive scientists.  
To access our finding aid, please follow this link http://www.nfb.org/nfb/JtBLibrary.asp and scroll down to the section entitled The tenBroek papers and other archival material. 
Salisbury University
Salisbury University has recently acquired the Wayne Gilchrest Congressional Papers highlighting his 19-year career as an advocate for the environmental conservation of the Chesapeake Bay.
The Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History and Culture at Salisbury University continues to acquire interesting collections with emphasis on the Delmarva Peninsula. One of these collections, belonging to Brigadier General Mary Willis, contains uniforms she wore from her fatigues to her formal whites and other memorabilia throughout her career. In addition, this past semester, the Nabb Research Center has curated exhibits focusing on African Americans and women in Delmarva.
Also, there has been great progress with the development of the Perdue Museum of Business and Entrepreneurship. This includes the creation of a digital archive of the Perdue Farms, Inc. business records. The museum will be located in the new Perdue School of Business building, slated to open Fall 2011.
Welcome to Our New Caucus Chair
I am very pleased to welcome Elizabeth Novara as the new Maryland Caucus Chair.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege for me to serve as Caucus Chair these past two years. 

Caucus Representative 

Rob Jenson

New Jersey

It has been a quiet, in some way, time here in New Jersey.  

CAPES    (Caucus Archival Project Evaluation Service) 
A Special Program of the New Jersey Caucus of the Mid-Atlantic Region Archives Conference (MARAC), made possible by a grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission (NJHC), Department of State, which provides small local archives, libraries, historical societies, agencies, and other non-profit private organizations with assistance from professional archivists in evaluating, organizing and preserving their archival materials.   Funding has continued for this important program and this past quarter CAPES was able to complete just one survey for the Chatham  Historical Society.

United Methodist Archives and History Center
In March of 2010 a student assistant working at the United Methodist Archives and History Center was arrested by the FBI for theft of historical documents.  The UM Archives and History Center is a combined operation of the Archives of the United Methodist Church and Drew University's Methodist Library.  The Center contains the largest research holdings on Methodism of any institution.  Within these holdings are the second largest collection of letters and manuscripts of John and Charles Wesley, the founders of Methodism.  The student is accused of stealing over twenty of these letters at a combined value of approximately $200,000.  The theft apparently happened over a month and half while the student retrieved other archival material for researchers.  The Center was alerted in early March to the theft by a rare manuscript's dealer in England.  The dealer became suspicious when letters he had requested for viewing arrived poorly packaged.  He was also suspicious that nine Wesley letters would suddenly come on the market at the same time.  He, apparently, went to the ATLA CDRI site and discovered that the letters belonged to Drew University.  Drew, in 2004, scanned all of its Wesley letters as part of an ATLA project to make rare material more available over the Internet.  The metadata on the site identified the provenance of the documents.  The dealer contacted the Center, the Methodist Librarian notified the University and the FBI was quickly called in.  Additional information was discovered that tracked down other letters sold to a dealer in Maryland.  The FBI discovered e-mails, package receipts and other information which allowed them to track down just about all of the stolen documents.  In addition to the Wesley letters, letters from a Methodist bishop's papers, which the student was refoldering, were also taken from the Center.  The bishop had received several letters from presidents and senators during his life and it appears these letters were taken for their signatures rather than their content.  The student was arrested and charged.  He is apparently now cooperating with the FBI.  "We were fortunate in three things", says Chris Anderson, the Methodist Librarian, " the dealer in England notified us, the school acted quickly in contacting the FBI and the school was on Spring Break which meant that the initial investigation did not have to work around any of the students." The fact that the scanned images of the documents were available on the Internet probably also played a role.  And one final note, the FBI agents repeatedly mentioned that this was a different type of case for them.  They kept wondering if they would see Tom Hanks, or DaVinci, anywhere.    A security review is in process after what was a horrible  betrayal of trust.  The Center has been in operation for more than 25 years and nothing like this has ever happened. It is still fully committed to providing access to researchers and as a educational and learning experience for students. 
Caucus Representative 
Dale Patterson
New York

From the New York State Archives

Need to Preserve Government Executive Records Highlighted in National Conference

The New York State Archives Partnership Trust and the Albany Law School’s Government Law Center have joined forces on a two-day event focused on the need for effective record keeping by elected government executives.  Entitled Documenting Leadership: A Symposium on Public Executive Records in the 21st Century, the program is designed to explore the importance of records generated by high ranking government officials including mayors, governors and presidents.  The symposium will be held on the Albany Law School campus, New Scotland Avenue, Albany, NY on May 20-21.

Panelists for the program are coming from throughout the nation and represent government, the media, academia, and law.  Among the presenters will be former Governor of Pennsylvania and Attorney General of the United States Richard Thornburgh, nationally renowned Presidential historian Richard Norton Smith, and former NYS Comptroller Ned Regan.

Sessions will include: Public Policy and the Public Interest; Transparency, Executive Records, and the Media; Executive Records: Access and Disclosure; Access in the Digital Age; and Executive Records as Legacy.

“We are thrilled to have some of the most important minds in the nation focused on the importance of record keeping by the heads of government participating in this event,” stated NYS Archivist and Archives Partnership Trust CEO Christine W. Ward.  “As we endeavor to improve government access and performance as well as preserve the legacy of government leadership to enable the work of future historians, we are constantly reminded that without comprehensive documentation, we lose the past as a means to enlighten our actions in the future,” she said.  

The event is free and open to the public.  To register, go to www.albanylaw.edu/executiverecords/.

State Archives’ Educator Receives National Award

Julie Daniels, Coordinator of Educational Programs at the New York State Archives, received the Paul A. Gagnon award at the National Council for History Education’s annual conference in March.  Ms. Daniels was recognized for her exceptional work in increasing the role of historical records in the classroom.  

Among Ms. Daniels’ many successful projects are her publications Consider the Source: Historical Records in the Classroom and Erie Canal: New York’s Gift to the Nation, A Document-Based Teacher Resource; several website such as The Erie Canal Time Machine, The Legacies Project, another website called Throughout the Ages that won a Leadership in History Award in 2008, and a bilingual website called La Escuela Electrónica.  She also worked with historical societies around the state creating a series of kiosks for the NY Thruway travel plazas called History Happened Here.

The Paul A. Gagnon award recognizes an individual or group that has made a significant contribution to the promotion of history education.  The award alternates each year between a teacher-scholar winner and history education promotion winner.  To see Ms. Daniels’ projects, check out the education section of the State Archives’ website at www.archives.nysed.gov/education/.  

State Archives’ Website Highlights Naturalization and Citizenship in New York State

The New York State Archives’ Document Showcase is highlighting naturalization and citizenship in this quarter’s website.  These records highlight the method of becoming a United States citizen throughout the years and examine the responsibilities of the citizens. The records include:

•
Alien deposition of Patrick Hyland from 1825

•
Naturalization papers of German immigrant Alexander Rudolph from 1840

•
Immigrants on the deck of a steamer awaiting debarkation at Ellis Island, circa 1925

•
US Immigration and Naturalization Services poster urging resident aliens to get green cards, 1989

•
“Little Citizen” playlet teaching students about US citizenship responsibilities and benefits from 1941

Document Showcase is a quarterly feature that highlights a topic from State history using records from the New York State Archives.  Each Showcase includes sample documents, an historical sketch and links to educational activities for classroom use.  The topics are based upon the State Education Department’s core curriculum for 7th and 8th grade social studies as well as special events of that quarter.  The educational activities are created by a teacher and correlate to New York State learning standards.  This quarter’s Document Showcase on naturalization and citizenship can be found on the Archives website at www.archives.nysed.gov.

State Archives Sponsors 20th Annual Student Research Contest
To encourage students to use historical records, the New York State Archives is sponsoring the 20th annual Student Research Awards. The entry deadline is July 1, 2010 and is open to all New York students in grades 4-12 who use historical records in their research projects.  Eligible projects are computer-based entries, such as websites or PowerPoint presentations; exhibits; documentaries; performances; research for a historical marker, property or district; and traditional research papers.  Contest guidelines are available on the State Archives’ website at www.archives.nysed.gov and click on “Education”.
New York Hosts Open Government Summit

On March 19th, the Chief Information Officer/Office for Technology (CIO/OFT) and the New York State Archives hosted the Open Government in the Digital Age Summit to continue an ongoing discussion about the state adopting open government and format standards to make electronic records accessible over time.  This dialogue is based on a 2008 report of the two agencies, entitled A Strategy for Openness: Enhancing E-Records Access in New York State.  

The program attracted more than 250 participants and included keynote addresses from David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, and Beth S. Noveck, U.S. Deputy Chief Technology Officer for Open Government.  

The Summit was sponsored by the New York State Archives Partnership Trust through the support of IBM, Microsoft and Red Hat.

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever

Pennsylvania

The State Historical Records Advisory Board welcomes three new members: June Lloyd, retired Librarian/Archivist of the York County Heritage Trust; James Gerenscer, Archivist of Dickinson College; and Susan Hamburger, Archivist with Pattee Library of the Pennsylvania State University. For more information contact David Shoff at: dshoff@state.pa.us
On April 14, the Historical Society of Dauphin County opened The History Center at the original 1839 Dauphin Deposit Bank Building on Market Street in Harrisburg. Harrisburg is currently celebrating the 150th anniversary of its incorporation in 1860. The Center will feature rotating exhibits throughout 2010 on the history of the city and the region, including documents and artifacts relating to the city founder John Harris. For more information visit the “Susquecentennial” website at: www.harrisburg150.com
Caucus Representative

Linda A. Ries

Virginia

The Virginia caucus is holding its spring meeting Friday, May 14, 2010, at the University of Virginia Special Collections library.  The event is listed on the events calendar on the MARAC web site, and it has been advertised through emails to Virginia caucus via Memberclicks.  The University of Virginia is generously providing speakers and coffee and refreshments.  Special thanks to Ann Southwell for organizing the meeting and lining up the speakers. 

The Virginia State Historical Records Advisory Board is holding a workshop, “Where History Begins,” for local history societies at the Library of Virginia May 3, 2010.  Information about the workshop is on the Library of Virginia’s web site.  The contact person for this event is Jennifer McDaid, Deputy Chair, Virginia SHRAB. 

I sent a follow-up to Holly Kalbach’s email about subscriptions to e-lists through Member Clicks encouraging Virginia caucus members to subscribe to the Virginia caucus e-list, now that this is easier to do, but there hasn’t been any activity on the list.  

I sent a document to Danna and Paige Newman, incoming caucus representative, and outlining the responsibilities of the position.  

That’s it.  Please give a warm welcome to Paige.  

Caucus Representative

Catherine OBrion

West Virginia

The West Virginia Division of Culture and History hosted the 14th Annual West Virginia History Day at the Legislature in the state capitol on February 18, 2010.  Over 50 different organizations, historical societies, and institutions displayed examples of their collections.  The Marshall University Special Collections and Archives created a DVD of a 1956 local television series called “Out Your Way.”  The series consists of 3-5 historical vignettes for each of the counties in the WSAZ-TV viewing area in West Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio.  A copy of the DVD was presented to each state representative and senator in the West Virginia legislature whose district was represented in the series.

Caucus Representative

Nat DeBruin
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