MARAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING FALL 2006 

STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
DELAWARE

Delaware Public Archives

On October 24 and 25 the Delaware Public Archives will honor Archives Week by holding a limited time display of military documents entitled “Delaware Answers the Call!”  This special exhibit will feature military documents dating from the Revolutionary War period through World War II.  Included within this exhibit will be muster rolls of Delaware’s Revolutionary War units, personal letters from soldiers, and full color propaganda posters from World Wars I and II.

Hagley Library

On October 6, Arwen Mohun presented “What’s a Gun Good For? Technology and the Social Construction of Risk in Early 20th Century America” to start the 2006-2007 Research Seminar series of Hagley’s Center for the History of Business, Technology, and Society. Mohun heads the Hagley Program in the History of Industrialization at the University of Delaware. In her paper, Mohun explores how urbanization and industrialization changed the nature and meaning of firearms in American culture, creating both opportunities and a sense of crisis. She draws in part on the records of Francis Bannerman, a major purveyor of military goods to sportsmen and collectors in New York City, whose papers are at Hagley.

The Center for the History of Business, Technology, and Society, will sponsor a conference, “Food Chains: Provisioning, Technology, and Science,” November 2-4, that will be held at both the Winterthur Library and Hagley. More than a dozen papers will explore the provisioning systems that supply our world with food.

Historical Society of Delaware

On September 21, the Society opened a special exhibition, Complex Relations: Delaware at the Time of First Contact, as part of the Lewes 375th anniversary celebration.  Complex Relations explores the cultures living in this part of the Mid-Atlantic and their interaction with the arriving European settlers during the 17th century.  
The Historical Society of Delaware and PBS station WHYY will present on November 1 a fun look behind the scenes of the Antiques Roadshow with special guest, Noel Barrett. Barrett will share stories from the show and answer questions from the audience. 

University of Delaware Special Collections

Special Collections opened an exhibit called “A Century of Science Fiction: From Verne to Vonnegut.”  The exhibit is scheduled to run from August 22 to December 15, 2006.

Rebecca Johnson Melvin’s essay, “The Scrapbook of a Small-Town, Depression-Era Pre Teen” was recently published in a book, The Scrapbook in American Life.  

Winterthur

The exhibition "Shall We Dance: Three Centuries of Dance in America" will be on view in the Society of Winterthur Fellows Gallery from September 2, 2006 through February 2007.  The show traces the social history of dance in our country from the early 1700s to the 1900s using library materials such as prints and drawings, dance and etiquette manuals, dance tickets, cards, and invitations, sheet music and paper dolls.  The show is curated by Jeanne Solensky, manuscript reference librarian.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Goss, Delaware Caucus Representative

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

10th Annual Metropolitan DC Archives Fair
 

Sponsored jointly by the DC Caucus and the National Archives Assembly, this year's fair was held at the National Archives. Seventeen repositories participated and thanks to our great location we had very good attendance.  The panel presentation on the use of federal records during two recent Supreme Court confirmations was also well attended.  Mayor Anthony William issued a proclamation declaring October 8-14, 2006 Archives Week.  I'm very grateful to Jennie Guilbaud, Sharmila Bhatia, Cheryl Stadel-Bevans, and their colleagues at NARA for their hard work on the fair.  
 

Riggs Bank Archives 
 

It was announced that PNC Bank has donated the Riggs Bank Archives to The George Washington University. More information on the gift can be found at http://www.gwu.edu/%7Emedia/pressrelease.cfm?ann_id=23591
 

Smithsonian Directory of Airplanes Now Available Online
 

The National Air and Space Museum Archives and the Smithsonian Institution Research Information System now offer online an expanded version of the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Directory of Airplanes, Their Designers and Manufacturers.  Available for free at http://siris-thesauri.si.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=planes and edited by former museum archivist Dana Bell, the guide serves as a single authoritative listing of aircraft names organized by designer and manufacturer.
 

I'm sorry I won't see you in Morristown but Kristine Kaske-Martin has graciously offered to chair the DC Caucus meeting in my absence.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Marisa Bourgoin, DC Caucus Representative

MARYLAND

1. From Barbara Kellner, Manager of the Columbia Archives: Columbia Archives held an open house on October 11 in celebration of Archives Week. More than 30 people visited during the day for special presentations and to look at the materials pulled specifically for the event. A highlight of the day included a presentation by Robin Emrich on preserving family papers using examples from her personal collection as well as from the Columbia Archives. A screening of a video interview with actor Ed Norton who is the grandson of Columbia’s founder James Rouse and another with Rouse describing an early Columbia planning story brought in several visitors as did a talk by Joe Mitchell, a local author who is co-writing City Upon the Hill: The History of Columbia, MD. Mitchell has been a frequent researcher for the last 15 months. Columbia Archives used the event to publicize volunteer opportunities as well as to compile a list of possible History Day topics and resources that would be available. 

2. From Jennie Levine at the University of Maryland (UM), College Park: We have a new exhibit up at UM's Maryland Room Gallery in Hornbake Library, http://www.lib.umd.edu/mdrm/gallery.html, Radio Enters the Home, An Exhibition Presented by the Library of American Broadcasting and the Radio History Society. It will be up through December.

The Student Archivists at Maryland have hosted several popular events in recent weeks:

· A talk by Peter Hirtle on Copyright, September 13, 2006, Hornbake Library

· Americana 2006: Art and Archives September 26, 2006, McKeldin Library (http://www.studentorg.umd.edu/sam/americana.html)

· Conversation with Allen Weinstein October 10, 2006, McKeldin Library

Members of the University of Maryland's History and Culture team have been monitoring the situation at the Maryland Historical Society re: cuts to their library very closely, and had an editorial published in the Baltimore Sun.

Dr. Bruce Ambacher, currently at NARA, has been appointed a visiting professor at UM’s College of Information Studies starting this spring. Dr. Ambacher has taught several courses at CLIS already, including LBSC 605, the introduction to archives course, but in the spring he will be teaching a full load - two courses: the field study course and a course on digital preservation.

3. A Disaster Preparedness Workshop was held at the C. Burr Artz Public Library, Frederick County Public Libraries in Frederick, Maryland, on August 9, 2006, taught by Yvonne Carignan, Head of Preservation, and Susan Koutsky, Brittle Materials, Reformatting, and Deacidification Team Leader, Preservation Department, University of Maryland, College Park. Nineteen people attended, including MARAC and non-MARAC members.

4. From Mary Mannix at the Frederick County Public Library: An update on the Maryland Historical Society. On October 18, 2006, Mr. Henry Stansbury, President of the Board of Trustees of the Maryland Historical Society, announced that Dr. Eric Emerson will step down as Director. Dr. Emerson has served as Director from July 1 this year. In announcing that Chief Operating Officer Rob Rogers will become Acting Director of MdHS, Henry Stansbury stated: "We are extremely fortunate that Rob is willing to assume the director's responsibilities immediately. Since January this year, Rob has been largely fulfilling that role. Rob enjoys the respect of both staff and trustees and will do a fine job."
Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Johnson, Maryland Caucus Representative

NEW JERSEY

Fall Semester News From Seton Hall

The Msgr. William Noe' Field Archives & Special Collections Center at Seton Hall University is pleased to welcome Ms. Maura Kenny, former Processing Archivist of the Rio Grande Historical Collections at New Mexico State University, who was recently named Processing Archivist/Assistant Professor.  In this capacity, Ms Kenny will work on the organization, finding aid creation and data encoding of various collections found in our repository.     

With the completion of another fiscal year, an Annual Report (July 2005-July 2006) for the Msgr. William Noe' Field Archives & Special Collections Center has been completed and is available for view on-line via the "News & Reports" section of the departmental homepage.  The URL for this site is:  http://library.shu.edu/sc-homepage.htm
**************************************************

A partially illustrated pdf version of the catalog for the recent Margaret Bourke-White: In Print exhibition at Alexander Library, Rutgers University, is now available at the following web page:

http://mywebpages.comcast.net/saretzky/gary/hist_photo.html
**************************************************

The Monmouth County Archives has placed its index to Coroner Inquests, 1786-1915, on its web site http://visitmonmouth.com/archives
 

Researchers can search by name and order copies.  Searching by last name will bring up a list of all matches.  Truncated searches are also possible.  Mary Ann Kiernan of the Archives staff was principally responsible for producing this useful online finding aid.  You can address comments to her at mkiernan@co.monmouth.nj.us
 

Indexes to Monmouth County marriage and naturalization records are also online; more to follow!

 

The TV34 News Video duplication project, funded by the New Jersey Historical Commission, has been completed by the Monmouth County Archives.  A total of 1,063 videotapes were duplicated and 13,813 recorded local news stories, mostly related to Monmouth County, 1981 to 1996, were indexed in a database.  Without duplication, these historically unique resources would have been lost due to tape disintegration.

  

Gary Saretzky
Archivist, County of Monmouth

**************************************************

Survey and Processing Projects Undertaken at Historic Batsto Village 
Ken O'Brien, Historic Batsto Village 

Historic Batsto Village is located in Wharton State Park, New Jersey. The site includes a village, farm buildings, and mansion, and is interpreted in the year 1882. The last owner of Batsto was Joseph Wharton, founder of the Wharton School. Since December 2005, the new historian Dan Campbell and volunteers have been accessioning previously unaccessioned artifacts; so far over 1,000 items have been cataloged. Also, the chief archivist, volunteer Ken O’Brien, has been conducting a survey of the archival holdings (both the museum archives and historic materials), and will begin to arrange and describe these materials. These materials include land survey and transfer papers from the 1950s (when the state acquired Batsto), deeds (one dating from the 1790s from nearby Martha’s Furnace), and various museum artifacts. New materials are still being discovered. A finding aid will be developed for staff and researchers use. 

**************************************************

Internationally Recognized Physician’s Medical Illustrations on Display at UMDNJ

Exhibit Features the Works of Dr. Frank H. Netter, Medical Illustrator Extraordinaire

NEWARK - The public is invited to visit University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey between Sept. 1 and Nov. 30 to view a free exhibit of illustrations created by an internationally recognized physician whose artwork highlights various aspects of the medical and dental professions. 

The exhibit entitled, “Frank H. Netter, M.D.: Medical Illustrator Extraordinaire,” will be held at the UMDNJ-George F. Smith Library of the Health Sciences, 30 Twelfth Avenue in Newark, on Monday through Thursday between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.; Friday between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m.; Saturday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.; and Sunday between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.

In addition to the exhibition, on Thurs., Oct. 5, at 3 p.m., UMDNJ’s library will sponsor a lecture entitled, “Teaching with a Sable Brush: The Life and Art of Frank H. Netter, MD,” which will be held at the UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School, 185 South Orange Ave., Newark. 

Dr. Netter was a prominent illustrator of medical literature for the New Jersey based pharmaceutical company, Ciba-Geigy. He developed illustrations for the well-known anatomical atlases entitled, The Ciba Collection of Medical Illustrations, and contributed hundreds of illustrations to the company’s journal, Clinical Symposia. 

“We are excited about presenting this exhibit of 35 gouache paintings by Dr. Frank Netter, who is known as the ‘Dean of Medical Illustration.’ Dr. Netter is hailed as the foremost medical illustrator whose volume of work expresses humanity in art. Most 20th century medical students and resident physicians used Dr. Netter’s atlases in pursuit of their medical education,” said Lois Densky-Wolff, head of the Department of Special Collections at the UMDNJ-George F. Smith Library of the Health Sciences. “Dr. Netter’s medical illustrations of the human body help explain how the body works.”

Dr. Netter was a trained commercial artist before entering medical school and he graduated during the great depression. To supplement his income in a new surgical practice, he accepted commissions from publishers and physicians to produce a wide range of medical illustrations. As his freelancing activities increased, he developed second thoughts regarding his medical career and eventually transitioned from practicing medicine to pursuing his medical career in art. Netter’s genius was in melding artistic expression with medical knowledge to produce a body of work that was clear, highly accurate, and beautiful to behold. In a fifty-year career associated with Ciba-Geigy, Netter produced more than 3,600 paintings.

The “Teaching with a Sable Brush:  The Life and Art of Frank H. Netter, M.D.,” lecture on Oct. 5 will be presented by Ann Wood Humphries, an independent curator who is an authority on Dr. Netter’s work.  Drawing on research conducted using Dr. Netter’s personal files, Ms. Humphries’ presentation tells the story of his career.  Dr. Netter’s career is put in the context of the artistic and cultural climate of his life and times, beginning with his art academy years and influences, his medical training, various special projects and commissions, and culminating in the research methods used to produce his life’s work, the famous Netter Collection of Medical Illustrations. Personal anecdotes and illustrations convey the vivid personality of the man behind the legendary Ciba Collection of Medical Illustrations, known as the “green books.” 

In 1996, Sandoz and Ciba joined to form Novartis in one of the largest corporate mergers in history. The Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation in East Hanover, N.J., has loaned this portion of the Netter Art Archives to the UMDNJ-George F. Smith Library of the Health Sciences for display. For more information about the exhibit, please call 973-973-7830.

The University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) is the nation’s largest free-standing public health sciences university with more than 5,500 students attending the state's three medical schools, its only dental school, a graduate school of biomedical sciences, a school of health related professions, a school of nursing and a school of public health on five campuses. Annually, there are more than two million patient visits at UMDNJ facilities and faculty practices at campuses in Newark, New Brunswick/Piscataway, Scotch Plains, Camden and Stratford. UMDNJ operates University Hospital, a Level I Trauma Center in Newark, and University Behavioral HealthCare, a statewide mental health and addiction services network.

For Immediate Release

Contact: Kaylyn Kendall Dines

973-972-7276

dineskd@umdnj.edu
**************************************************

History of Medicine Lectures at UMDNJ

Three history of medicine lectures will be presented at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ). The lectures will be held in the UMDNJ-George F. Smith Library of the Health Sciences, 30 Twelfth Avenue, Newark, NJ, 12 p.m. – 1 p.m.

The following speakers and their lectures are scheduled:

November 16, Benjamin Rush, Jr., MD, ‘Korean War Experiences in a MASH, 1951-1952’ 

In July 1951, Dr. Rush was inducted into the Army Medical Corps and sent to Fort Sam Houston for basic medical training. After a month of learning such essentials as how to march and salute, he was given two weeks of leave, transported to Japan by air, and from Japan to Pusan, Korea and then Taegu. Dr. Rush was assigned to the 8225 MASH near Inje, about 15 miles above the 38th parallel in Eastern Korea. He will detail his experience in the MASH from September 1951 to March 1952, during which time his unit supported battles at the Punch Bowl, Bloody Ridge and the Spring Offensive.

December 5, Allen B. Weisse, MD, ‘Publishing Without Perishing: Long-term Survival in the Paper Jungle’
It has been said that within every one of us there lurks the makings of a good book.  Such a belief should make tempting for those making occasional contributions to the field of medical history to expand beyond the specialized journals we inhabit and enter into the domain of general journalism and book publishing.

This is a very different world from the strictly academic arena and one that Dr. Weisse has dealt with over the last 25 years, accumulating a wealth of experiences, good and bad, that he believes might be helpful to share. Making appearances along the way will be Samuel Johnson of London and John Johnson of Ebony; Jerzy Kosinski and Doris Lessing; William Saroyan and David McCullough; James Joyce and James M. Cain; Charles M. Schulz and Snoopy among others less well known. It is hoped that this will emerge as a cautionary tale yet instructive and tinged with hope as well as bemusement.

For more information, please contact Lois Densky-Wolff (densky@umdnj.edu) or 973-972-7830.

**************************************************

I am very pleased to announce the posting, earlier today, of nearly a thousand photographic images to the State Archives’ website, in this case documenting a century of New Jersey National Guard activity.  This major image bank is now accessible from the follow URL (choose “Military Activities and Monuments”):

http://www.njarchives.org/links/imgcollections.html

We are especially thrilled to post these particular images, as this collection was rescued from the seawater flood at Sea Girt by State Archives and National Guard staff in 1993.

Special acknowledgement and kudos go to State Archives staff members Joanne Nestor (cataloging and scanning), Lois Bredlow and Veronica Calder (web-page production), and Vivian Thiele (database design and image linking).

Military historians are invited to send us, offline, any corrections or additional information that might assist us with the cataloging and further description of these images.  And please feel free to forward this message and link to any other lists as appropriate.

Joseph R. Klett, Chief of Archives

NJ Div. of Archives & Records Management
**************************************************

On behalf of The Cape May County Clerk, Rita Marie Fulginiti, I presented an Archives Week program yesterday featuring Michael Conley, a local architectural historian. Michael gave a lecture titled “Four Houses, Four Families” which was a short history of four houses featured in an early 1900’s post card photograph.  Following this program we had a presentation by Susan Armour, a local historian and archives volunteer.  Susan’s presentation featured pictures of the Civil War headstones located in the First Baptist Church of Cape May County’s Cemetery.

 We also provided a tour of the Hall of Records and Archives as well as a hands-on research training session for those who wanted to begin their own research.

 Our display’s and tours are available for the week.

Respectfully submitted,
 Diana Hevener, Records Manager / Archivist, Cape May County Clerk’s Office

**************************************************

Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University

Libraries, and the School of Management and Labor Relations present an

exhibition entitled “James B. Carey: Labor’s Boy Wonder.” Opening on

September 18, 2006, this exhibition will be located in the main lobby

area of the School of Management and Labor Relations, Labor Education

Center, 50 Labor Center Way, on the Cook Campus of Rutgers University.

This exhibition commemorates the life and career of James B. Carey,

legendary labor leader and the first president of the International

Union of Electronic, Electrical, Salaried, Machine & Furniture Workers,

AFL-CIO. Video clips, photographs, documents, and personal items will be

on display, giving insight into the 20^th Century American labor

movement as well as James Carey, the man.

For more information, please contact the exhibition’s co-curators, Bob

Golon, Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University

Libraries (732-445-5688), or Constance Finlay, Director, James B. Carey

Library, School of Management and Labor Relations (732-932-9513).

**************************************************

1. Title: One More Night at Elving's Metropolitan Yiddish Theater

Location: Ross Family Campus, Leon and Toby Cooperman Jewish Community Center

Address: 760 Northfield Avenue, West Orange, NJ, 07052

Dates: November 12, 2006 - January 15, 2007

Admission: FREE

Information: Please contact JHSMW Curator/Outreach Director Linda Forgosh, 973-929-2994 or lforgosh@jhsmw.org

Website: http://www.jhsmw.org/think_yiddish.html
 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE: 

 

Date: November 12, 2006

Time: 2:30 PM

Loction: Maurice Levin Theater, Ross Family Campus, Leon and Toby Cooperman JCC

Address: 760 Northfield Avenue, West Orange, NJ, 07052

Tickets: $8 General admission, $5 seniors and students; call 1-800-494-8497 or on the web at www.boxofficetickets.com/jccmetrowest. Note: Events are listed by date, and you will need to SCROLL DOWN to find our performance! Also, ticket prices reflect the inclusion of a $1.50 service charge.

 

Information: Please contact JHSMW Curator/Outreach Director Linda Forgosh, 973-929-2994 or lforgosh@jhsmw.org

 

About: From 1921 to 1944, Elving's Metropolitan Yiddish Theater was located at the corner of Charlton and Montgomery Streets in Newark's Third Ward, across the street from the city public bath, or schvitz bath, and was one of the most successful professional Yiddish theaters in the state. Everyone from Mayor Meyer Ellenstein to gangsters flocked to the theater to see Yiddish stars such as Molly Picon and Menasche Skulnick tread the boards.

 

The exhibition celebrating the history of this unique institution will open with a special performance -- a live recreation of an evening at the theater, with skits and songs performed by students from local Hebrew and Jewish Day Schools, as well as some adult groups.  We hope to see you there!

 

Acknowledgements: The JHSMW is a beneficiary agency of the United Jewish Communities of MetroWest, and this exhibition was made possible by a grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State.

 

2. The Jews of Morris and Sussex: Early Settlers, Synagogues, Resort Towns, and Lake Communities traces the growth of Jewish life in the market towns of Morristown and Newton, the mining towns of Dover and Franklin and the farming communities of Mount Freedom and Pine Brook. When each of these communities had 10 adult males, the minimum number for religious services, they established Hebrew schools, synagogues, and congregational cemeteries and made Morris County their home. The exhibition also documents the history of the summer resorts that became year-round communities in Lake Hopatcong, Lake Hiawatha, and White Meadow Lake, and synagogue congregations that grew up as a result of an influx of Jews looking for more affordable housing after World War II.  Currently on display at the Mount Freedom Jewish Center, Mount Freedom, NJ, until Oct.26. Exhibition website: http://www.jhsmw.org/jews_of_morris_sussex.html
3. Title: Daughters of Israel: 100 Years of Caring

Location: Alex Aidekman Campus

Address: 901 Route 10 East, Whippany, NJ

Dates: December 10, 2006 - January 22, 2007

Admission: FREE

Information: Please contact JHSMW Curator/Outreach Director Linda Forgosh, 973-929-2994 or lforgosh@jhsmw.org

Details: This exhibition marks the centennial of the institution that MetroWest residents affectionately refer to as "Daughters." Now known as the Daughters of Israel Plafsky Family Campus and located in West Orange, NJ, Daughters, founded in Newark in 1906, was the result of labor of eighteen remarkable Jewish women, and it is to them that the exhibition is dedicated. 

Website: http://www.jhsmw.org/100YearsofCaringDaughtersofIsrael.html
 

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Linke, New Jersey Caucus Representative

NEW YORK

The Western New York Library Resources Council (WNYLRC) Preservation Committee received a New York State Library Conservation/Preservation grant to purchase six Preservation Environment Monitor units that the committee can loan to member institutions so they can create long term preservation reports and analyses for their collections.  The Buffalo Science Museum Research Library, Trocaire College Library and Archives, the Archives at SUNY Fredonia's Reed Library, the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Rare Book Collection, Niagara University Library and Archives, and Bryant & Stratton College Library will be the pilot sites. 

The Westchester County Archives and the Westchester County Historical Society, with co-sponsorship from the Westchester Library System, is hosting a seminar on digital preservation called “Saving History, Using Digital Resources for Access and Preservation.”  The keynote speaker will be Dr. Greg Hunter, professor at the Palmer School of Library and Information Science at Long Island University and consultant to the National Archives and Records Administration.  This day long event is scheduled for November 6 in Yorktown Heights.  For further information, visit the historical society’s website at http://www.westchesterhistory.com/Whatsnew.html.  

MARAC member and Association of Catholic Diocesan Archivists (A.C.D.A.) President Joseph Coen announced the inauguration of a Katrina Recovery Project.  The project will assist the Archdiocese of New Orleans Archives in completing an inventory and recovery of the sacred objects in the parishes that were permanently or temporarily closed after Hurricane Katrina and to prepare a written and pictorial report on this process.  The project will involve three teams, each consisting of two ACDA volunteers and a project supervisor from the local area.  In the space of a week each team will visit three churches to talk to their pastors, to document their condition, to inventory their movable and immovable sacred objects, to transfer their movable sacred objects and to prepare a report for each church visited.  The project staff has already selected the volunteers who will participate in the project.  They will begin work on November 5 and finish on November 11.  Project staff will share the results with A. C. D. A. and the wider archival community after the completion of the project.

From the University at Albany Libraries

· The University at Albany Libraries' M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives now has a blog available directly at http://liblogs.albany.edu/grenander/ as well as being linked from the Department's Web page (http://library.albany.edu/speccoll/). While the Department continues to post relevant news and event announcements to various listservs at the University at Albany and within the archives community, this blog provides a venue to publicize collections and events that might not otherwise be widely shared. The Department welcomes your comments and hopes you will subscribe to the feed.

· On October 12, the University at Albany Libraries celebrated Archives Week by hosting a program on the German and Jewish Intellectual Émigré Collection. The program University in Exile: Refugee Scholars, the New School for Social Research, and the German and Jewish Intellectual Émigré Collection was sponsored by the University Libraries, Center for Jewish Studies, and the College of Arts and Sciences. The program included Dr. Claus-Dieter Krohn's (Universität Lüneburg) Germany) discussion of this unique period of 1930s immigration, Dr. Johannes Evelein's (Trinity College, Hartford, CT) discussion of the role and influence of émigré writers in American intellectual history; and Dr. John M. Spalek's (Professor Emeriti, University at Albany, SUNY) discussion of the founding and growth of the German and Jewish Intellectual Émigré Collection at the University at Albany Libraries. The German and Jewish Intellectual Émigré Collection in the M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives presently consists of more than 1,500 cubic feet of personal papers, organizational records, political pamphlets, tape recordings, photographs, and related research materials documenting the German intellectual exodus of the 1930s and 1940s. Additional information about the German and Jewish Intellectual Émigré Collection is available at http://library.albany.edu/speccoll/emigre.htm .

· Eighth Annual Symposium on Scholarly Communication: 2006. “Converting and Preserving the Scholarly Record” will be held October 24 in the Campus Center Assembly Hall.  The event is sponsored by University at Albany, University Libraries, in conjunction with Ebsco, ENY/ACRL, the College of Computing and Information and NYSHEI.  While it is apparent that publishers, librarians and scholars are all beginning to rely on the benefits of digital formats, practical ways to address digital preservation must be developed and implemented in time to support unbroken, continuing access of our digital scholarship into perpetuity. Keynote speaker Jeffrey Horell of Dartmouth College will provide an overview of the issues. John Saylor of Cornell, Dale Flecker of Harvard University, Eileen Fenton of PORTICO, and Sarah Michalak of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will present issues and emerging responses from areas where digitization is having profound impact.  Registration is $35.00, including lunch and parking for the day, free for University at Albany faculty, staff and students. Please register by October 17 to reserve a space. http://library.albany.edu/services/symposium/symposium06/ For further information contact Lorre Smith at 518 437-3946, email: lsmith@uamail.albany.edu
From the Syracuse University Archives:

· Edward L. Galvin, archivist and records manager at Syracuse University, was named member of the year for the Central New York Chapter of ARMA.  Galvin serves as treasurer, web master and manages the organization's listserv.

· The Syracuse University Archives announced a new web site and database highlighting 207 playbills of the Boar's Head, the university's former dramatic society.  This collaborative project between the Archives and the University Library utilizes CONTENTdm, provides images of the playbills and searchable access to the date, location, and director of each production including the names of all cast and production staff.  The web site is available by link from the main Archives page: http://archives.syr.edu/index.htm
News from the New York State Archives:

· Staff promotions
· Kathleen Roe is the new Director of Operations at the State Archives.  As Director of Operations she will lead and coordinate the two major programs of the State Archives - Government Records Services and Archival Services.  She will also work closely with State Archivist Chris Ward to ensure that all programs and units of the State Archives and the Archives Partnership Trust operate in a cooperative and consultative environment.  Kathleen will additionally be involved in coordinating activities with other Office of Cultural Education (OCE) programs, especially those related to expanding access to OCE institutional collections.

· David Lowry has become Manager of Records Advisory Services. This unit provides direct services to local government and state agency offices through nine regional offices and the central office in Albany.  David comes into this position with many years of experience in records management, including five years supervising staff and managing the records center at the Albany County Hall of Records and experience as a Regional Advisory Officer in two different regions. 

· Meredith Chevron-Holland is the new head of the State Archives’ Grants Unit.  Meredith will be responsible for administering the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund and Documentary Heritage Program grants, overseeing the processing and review of grant applications and the reporting process.

· Prudence Backman has been promoted to Archives and Records Management Specialist IV as head of Description and Access Services.

· The New York State Board of Regents and the New York State Archives have selected the following organizations to receive 2006 Annual Archives Awards:

· William Hoyt Advocacy Award - Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York 

· Excellence in Research Using the Holdings of the State Archives - Timothy J. Gilfoyle, Department of History, Loyola University, Chicago

· Debra E. Bernhardt Award for Excellence in Documenting New York's History - The Rochester Museum and Science Center and the Latino Alliance

· Program Excellence in a Historical Records Repository - Huguenot Historical Society, New Paltz, New York

· William H. Kelly Award for Excellence in Local Government Archival Program Development - Saratoga County

· Cheryl Steinbach Award for Excellence in Local Government Records Management - Town of Cheektowaga

· Excellence in State Agency Records Management - New York State Emergency Management Office

· Bruce W. Dearstyne Educator Award for Excellence in the Educational Use of Local Government Records - Susan Stessin-Cohn, Ulster County

· Laura and Robert Chodos Award for Excellence in Student Research Using Historical Records, Grades 4-5 and The Regents Award of Distinction for Student Research - The Walden History Group, Walden Elementary School, Walden. Educator: Nancy Phelps

· Laura and Robert Chodos Award for Excellence in Student Research Using Historical Records, Grades 6-8 - Edward Bugniazet and Nicholas LaSorsa, Windward School, White Plains. Educators: Marjorie R. Gleit and John Manganiello

· Laura and Robert Chodos Award for Excellence in Student Research Using Historical Records, Grades 9-12 - Lauren Koenig, tenth grader at Solomon Schechter High School, Glen Cove. Educator: Dr. Linda Rubino

The annual Archives Awards program recognizes outstanding efforts in archives and records management work in New York State by a broad range of individuals and organizations.  The awards will be presented at a luncheon ceremony at the State Education Building in Albany on October 23, 2006. 

· Village of Walton Awarded $20K Grant in Response to June Flooding 

ALBANY -- Commissioner of Education Richard P. Mills has announced that the Village of Walton, in Delaware County, has been awarded a $20,000 grant from the New York State Archives to help pay the costs of restoring paper records that were damaged by the flood waters that inundated the village at the end of June.

Approximately 150 cubic feet of archival records that are actively used by the Police Department and various departments housed in the Village Offices have been sent to Document Reprocessors to be freeze-dried. This is the preferred method of restoration since freezing inhibits the growth of damaging mold and mildew. Estimated costs of this process are approximately $125.00 per cubic foot. 

The Village of Walton grant is funded through the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF). The LGRMIF is routinely used to help local governments recover from disasters, such as fires or floods, that damage or destroy archival records. For example, the LGRMIF offered a special World Trade Center Disaster Response Grant to New York City local governments that sustained record damage as a result of the attack.

· New York Archives Magazine and the Archives Partnership Trust (APT) have been honored as one of six recipients of the American Marketing Association Capital Region Chapter's Award of Excellence for the New York Archives mini-magazine subscription and APT membership campaign.  The campaign brought in more than a 1000 new members to the APT.  

· The Basics of Archives workshop, developed by the State Archives in partnership with the Michigan History Center, the Ohio Historical Society and the American Association for State and Local History, has been offered four times this year in New York City (twice), Kingston, and Mumford.  It was scheduled for October 13 in Amherst, near Buffalo, but the unexpectedly early and disastrous snowstorm in that part of the state forced a cancellation to December.  The workshop is scheduled for November in Saranac Lake.

Archives Week in New York State (October 8-14) - “Bridges from the Past to the Present”  

Here’s just a small sampling of some of the activities that took place in New York for Archives Week:

· The Archives and Special Collections of SUNY Fredonia announced the opening of a photographic display in celebration of New York State Archives Week, 2006.  The display, a 17 panel celebration of SUNY Fredonia’s collections, features images from the archives’ holdings with brief overviews of the materials available for research.  Archives and Special Collections is located in the Daniel A. Reed Library on SUNY Fredonia’s campus in Fredonia, NY.  The display is open to the public during Reed Library’s regular hours, available at http://www.fredonia.edu/library/hours.htm.  

· Rochester Regional Library Council held a day long event on October 11 called "Bridges from the Past: Archives and History in the Genesee Valley."  Held at the Genesee Country Village & Museum in Mumford, NY, the event drew in 100 people from historical societies, museums and archives to listen to a variety of speakers discuss how the region's archives, historical societies and museums create links between the past and the present, how they maintain those links, and how they strive to remain "fresh" and relevant to each succeeding generation.

· The Long Island Library Resources Council and the Documentary Heritage Program held the 11th Annual Archives Week Leadership Conference on October 6 in Centerport.  Entitled “Bridges from the Past-Spanning Long Island’s History Through Generations of Woman,” the program included keynote speaker Natalie Naylor, Historian and Author on "Searching for Women in Long Island's History.”  

· The Capital Region Archives Dinner Committee held its 11th annual Archives Week Dinner on October 4.  This year’s venue was the Governor’s mansion in Albany, with nationally known local author Joseph Persico as the keynote speaker.  

· Ulster County Clerk Nina Postupack and City of Kingston Mayor Jim Sottile announced a collaborative effort with the Kingston Library to celebrate Archives Week and the Bluestone Festival, held October 8, 2006 at the T. R. Gallo Park, Rondout Waterfront. The celebration included an exhibit at the Kingston Library titled “The Bluestone Industry: Once Upon A Time” which featured copies of archival records filed with the County Clerk’s Office. The exhibit compared two periods of the bluestone industry; its peak c.1855 and its decline in c.1905.

· The Chemung County Historical Society celebrated not only archives week but the fact that the Booth Library has re-opened to researchers after being closed for 2 years.   A Re-Opening Gala was held on October 7, 2006.   The gala included behind the scenes tours of the library as well as an unveiling of the UHA exhibit "Why Archives Matter."  The society also exhibited items from their archival collection, such as Elmira Prison Camp Diaries, Gen. John Sullivan's Marching Orders from George Washington, and John Konkle's Masonic Certificate from the 1790s.  

· The Pulaski Historical Society joined the Half-Shire Historical Society, 
Richland, NY and the Pulaski Public Library to celebrate Archives Week. The 
Half-Shire Historical Society hosted an open house on Saturday, October 
14th with items available to help individuals "Climb the Family Tree". 

· Hillview Free Library provided tours of the library, which was started by visitors to Diamond Point as well as some permanent residents. Tours included an exhibition of Seneca Ray Stoddard's Lake George photos which preserve the flavor and style of the early 1880's and 90's. The photos provide significant records of hotels and steamboats and depict activities of the summer visitors of the era. 
· The New York Stock Exchange celebrated New York Archives Week by inviting the Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York to ring the opening bell on October 10.  Round Table President Mindy Gordon, along with other ART members, was at the NYSE on October 10 to do the honors.  
· The New York State Archives distributed a poster to celebrate Archives Week in New York State, featuring the theme: “Bridges from the Past to the Present.”  The poster’s image is of a temporary wooden trestle built for the Utica, Ithaca & Elmira railroad at Brooktondale over Six Mile Creek, c 1880.  The image was provided by the Photo Archives of the History Center in Tompkins County, Ithaca, NY.  Funding for the poster was provided by the New York Council for the Humanities, a local affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  It was produced by the Archives Partnership Trust and distributed by the New York State Archives and its Documentary Heritage Program and Government Records Services offices throughout New York State.

Respectfully submitted,

Raymond LaFever, New York Caucus Representative

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia City Archives 

Philadelphia City Charter, 1701, On Exhibition At The Atwater Kent Museum Of Philadelphia
      The 1701 Philadelphia City Charter, written by William Penn, will be on exhibition in How Philly Works: Streets as Barometers of Urban Life, until September 2, 2007.

      The Philadelphia City Charter was among the documents that established the principle of local control of city government in the American colonies. When William Penn returned to Philadelphia in 1699, residents presented him with a petition of grievances about land grants and assessments. In addition, they asked that land disputes be settled in the courts rather than by Penn or his agents. The charter provided a structure for the Philadelphia Corporation, a closed governmental body whose officers were the mayor, recorder, alderman, and common councilmen. The mayor was the only elected official. Others, appointed by Penn, served for life and could appoint their successors. 

The charter limited the corporation’s legislative powers. Throughout most of the 18th century, the General Assembly of the province of Pennsylvania created popularly elected bodies in order for the city to function. The corporation held its last meeting on February 17, 1776. The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania granted Philadelphia a new charter in 1789. The level of local control of government affairs to meet the demands of a major urban center has persisted to the present day. 

      How Philly Works: Streets as Barometers of Urban Life includes paintings, photographs, prints, objects and documents, using William Penn’s vision for Philadelphia to explore street activity over 300 years. Drawn almost exclusively from the City Records Department, individual City Departments and the Atwater Kent Museum, the exhibition showcases the recent program of the Records Department to make its holdings available on the Internet. 

      Along with the Philadelphia City Charter, the exhibition features the wampum belt believed to have been given to Penn by the Lenape tribe, a waywiser from 1750 used to measure consistent city blocks, historic regulatory measures from the Department of Licenses and Inspections, police paraphernalia from the late 1800s, a pushcart used on the streets by Freihofer’s Bread Company in 1900, torches from the 19th century used in parades, a banner from the 1840s opposing immigration, and parade puppets from Spiral Q.

      A special feature of How Philly Works is a resource center with computer terminals providing Internet access to databases of the City Records Department. With these terminals, visitors may search real estate records and photo archives of homes, public buildings and streetscapes as well as birth, marriage, death and naturalization records from 1915-1960. Also available is a database of city street maps beginning in 1856 and continuing until the mid-1880s. 

Penn State
      Penn State received a Historical and Museum Commission $15,000 matching grant to bring archival continuing education workshops from the Society of American Archivists to central Pennsylvania for 2007. The grant underwrites most of the costs of three advanced level workshops for archivists and librarians in Centre and the contiguous counties plus those in Pennsylvania outside the targeted counties on a space available basis for $20 per day. The remaining slots, up to the 30 person maximum, can be filled at the regular SAA cost by anyone outside the Commonwealth.

The workshops scheduled for Spring 2007 are:

· Mon., March 26: Describing Archives: A Content Standard (DACS)

· Monday, June 18 - Tuesday, June 19: MARC According to DACS: Archival Cataloging to the New Descriptive Standard

· Thurs., May 10 - Fri., May 11: Copyright: The Archivist and the Law

All workshops will be held 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Mann Assembly Room, Paterno Library, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA. 

The Web site at http://www.libraries.psu.edu/saaworkshops/ will be updated and registrations will open. 

University of Pittsburgh
Documenting Pitt-New Pitt Web Site Offers Users A Journey Back in Time
      The University Library System of the University of Pittsburgh recently launched the Web site “Documenting Pitt: Historical Publications and Images of the University of Pittsburgh” (http://digital.library.pitt.edu/d/documentingpitt). Through the financial support of the Office of Provost, the ULS Digital Research Library digitized more than 70,000 pages of textual materials from the University Archives that provide a wealth of information about the history of the University.

      With easy and quick online access to this archival material, ULS librarians and archivists can better respond to requests from University personnel and alumni for information about aspects of the history of the University and its students and faculty. Although archivists often turn to the yearbooks for information to answer research questions, they also dig deeper into more arcane University publications, such as the Courant, a less known periodical published by the University at the turn of the last century. 

      The Web site contains nine categories of textual items published by or about the University of Pittsburgh. The university archivist, with input from others, selected these categories of items because of how often requests are made by university offices, students, alumni and general researchers for this material. According to university archivist Marianne Kasica, “It seems that not a day goes by in the archives without someone requesting a yearbook page or material about the University.”

      The Owl yearbooks unquestionably comprise the single most important category of material on the Web site. Visitors to the site can search or browse over seven decades worth of yearbooks published between 1907 and 1980. Other digitized publications include course catalogs (1862-1927), commencement programs (1870-1985), Chancellor reports (1893-1938), Courant (1888-1910), Pennsylvania Western (1882-1887), and athletic media guides for football and basketball (1950-2005). 

      The text collections also consist of an assorted group of publications, such as the History of the University of Pittsburgh by William J. Holland (1901), History of the Western University of Pennsylvania by Samuel B. McCormick (1908), Through One Hundred and Fifty Years: The University of Pittsburgh by Agnes L. Starrett (1937), and Pitt: The Story of the University of Pittsburgh by Robert C. Alberts (1986), as well as the charter of the University and descriptions of the classrooms in the Cathedral of Learning. Contact: Ed Galloway at 412-244-7524 or Michael Dabrishus at 412-244-7065.

Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science (PACHS)  

The National Science Foundation has awarded the Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science (PACHS) a grant of $665,225. The funds will provide for start-up and operations of PACHS over the next four years. During this time, PACHS expects to establish fellowships, build programs and technical infra-structure, and create a nurturing and collegial environment for graduate students in the history of science. PACHS will also provide a means for institutions with a common interest in the history of science to cooperate in collection building, sharing resources, and interpreting science and related disciplines to various publics. The establishing institutions of PACHS are: 

· Academy of Natural Sciences 

· American Philosophical Society 

· Chemical Heritage Foundation 

· College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

· Franklin Institute 

· Hagley Museum and Library 

· Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

· Library Company of Philadelphia 

· Princeton University 

· University of Pennsylvania 

· Wagner Free Institute of Science 

      An Executive Committee of representative institutions, along with several interested parties and distinguished historians of science, is responsible for creating an establishing document, a strategic plan and budget, and the vision of how PACHS will serve the history of science community and the public. The following have contributed time and expertise to support the Center: Ruth Schwartz Cowan (University of Pennsylvania), Angela Creiger (Princeton University), Ed Mormon (formerly, College of Physicians of Philadelphia), Martin Levitt (American Philosophical Society), Robert Peck (Academy of Natural Sciences), and George Vogt (formerly, Hagley Museum and Library). The first official impetus for PACHS was made possible by a 2004 planning grant of $30,000 from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. 

      Among the first priorities for PACHS is the hiring of an Executive Director. A search committee is to be established to identify a leader who will possess the experience and wisdom to establish PACHS’ place in the history of science community, and realize our vision of an independent and dynamic institution. For the immediate future, PACHS will have executive offices in the American Philosophical Society’s Richardson Hall at 431 Chestnut Street, in Philadelphia. The Executive Director job ad may be viewed here: www.amphilsoc.org/PACHS.pdf 

Delaware County
Like nomads in the desert, much of Delaware County's most precious recollections and collections have moved from the homes of private collectors to college campuses to store rooms, cellars and warehouses. But decades of wandering will come to an end on Saturday, Oct. 28, as the Delaware County Historical Society returns to its roots, opening its new Museum, Library and Research Center in Chester, where the society first originated.

Located at 408 Avenue of the States, the new museum sits adjacent to a national treasure - the 1724 Courthouse - the oldest building in continuous use in the United States.

Delaware County's documented history and artifacts will take up residence in the former Pennsylvania National Bank building, c. 1913. The bank building was purchased for the Delaware County Historical Society on March 26, 2001 to be a permanent home for the Historical Society and Delaware County's invaluable artifacts, books, papers, maps and photographs. A major donation by Walter and Jayne Garrison, along with a grant issued through Delaware County Council and funding generated by state Sen. Dominick Pileggi enabled the purchase of the building which is currently being renovated for free by several local trade unions. Grand opening activities for the museum are being offered for free to history buffs and families throughout the county. 

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission    

Preserving Pennsylvania’s Documentary Heritage 

The Pennsylvania State Archives announces that the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) has awarded $213,465 in Archives and Records Management grants to twenty-four organizations in FY 2006–2007

under the terms of its History and Museum Grants Program. The grant awards represent the continuing efforts of the State Archives, in conjunction with Pennsylvania’s historical records repositories, to help preserve and provide access to Pennsylvania’s rich documentary heritage. Grant awards consist of two types, Documentary Heritage Projects and Local Government Records

Projects. Awards up to $5,000 are non-matching. However, any grant higher than $5,000, up to and including $15,000, requires a 50/50 match. The

grants are available for such projects as surveying, arrangement and description, assessment, or microfilming of historically valuable records as well as for the purchase of specific equipment and products, such as records management software, microfilm reader/printers and cameras, scanners, acid-free folders and cartons, and records center shelving.

      The deadline for the 2006 PHMC Archives and Records Management grants applications is December 1. Workshops will be held October 19

at the Masonic Library in Philadelphia and October 26 at the Temple University facility in Strawberry Square in Harrisburg. Guidelines are also available

on PHMC’s website. New procedures will be used this year to more rapidly process grants of $5000 and under. Additionally, the time frame for projects

has been expanded to eighteen months. For more information, contact Susan Hartman at 717-787- 3913 <sushartman@state.pa.us> or Jerry Ellis at

717-787-3384 <geellis@state.pa.us>.

Grant Recipients for the FY 2006–2007 Grant Cycle: 

Butler County Register of Wills $5000 

Hire a contractor to digitize eight tax dockets (4000 pages) from 1866–

1920, create microfilm from the images, and to reprint and bind pages from

the dockets.

Chalfont Borough $5000
Hire a contract archivist to process and train volunteers to process borough

records dating from 1901. Purchase shelving and archival supplies.

Chester County Historical Society $7619 

Make contact prints of the deteriorating negatives from the Joseph

Thompson collection and purchase a frost-free freezer to store negatives.

Hire an archivist to inventory, describe, and process the collection and

create a finding aid.

Chester County Historical Society –collaborative $9272
Hire and train a microfilmer to film will and estate administrative records

from 1830–1860.

College Township $5000
Purchase a microfilm reader/printer to provide access to township records

already microfilmed and those to be microfilmed in the future.

Delaware County Government –County Council $7238

Hire a vendor to microfilm and digitize naturalization records from 1926–

1990.

Drexel University $4992
Hire a project archivist to arrange and describe the papers of the presidents

of Drexel from 1913–1963 and create a finding aid to the collection.

Erie County Clerk of Records $5000

Hire a vendor to microfilm 175 Marriage License Dockets dating from

1951–1995.

Franklin County Commissioners $14,825 

Hire a vendor to microfilm and digitize county records. The records include

150 boxes of criminal court papers from 1880–1930 and 350 books of tax

assessments from 1846–1902.

Gettysburg Borough $3500
Purchase a microfilm reader/printer to replace a World War II vintage

machine. Purchase archival supplies for the storage of records.

Hershey Community Archives $11,250 

Hire a project archivist to process, perform basic conservation, and enter

into an existing database the architectural and community infrastructure

plans for the model industrial town of Hershey. The records date from

1912–1991.

Historical Society of Frankford $15,000 

Hire a contract archivist to create a general finding aid to the extensive

collection of the society, dating from the seventeenth to the twentieth century.

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania $15,000

Hire a project archivist and purchase archival supplies in order to arrange,

describe, catalog, and re-house the photographic records of the

Westinghouse Electric Corporation.

Lancaster County Historical Society $5000 

Hire a project archivist and purchase archival supplies to process, re-house,

and catalog the scrapbook collection. Collection consists of 170 scrapbooks

beginning in 1732 with the majority being from the late nineteenth century

onward.

Lincoln University $15,000 

Hire a vendor to microfilm and digitize university records and those of the

Pennsylvania Colonization Society and the Young Men’s Colonization Society

of Pennsylvania. Records date from 1830–1967. Place scanned images on

OCLC Digital archive.

Mercer County Commissioners $15,000 

Hire a Records Manager to organize a program to centrally manage inactive

records. Purchase archival supplies. Manager will inventory, document,

consolidate, and relocate records which date to the early nineteenth

century.

Mifflin County Register of Wills $5000 

Hire a vendor to microfilm and digitize original estate records which date

from 1789–1947. Create an Estate Name Inquiry program to provide access

to the files.

Newtown Historic Association $7176 

Purchase shelving and archival supplies to allow arranging, describing, and

re-housing of oversized documents. Purchase oversize scanner to allow

copies to be made for exhibits and researchers. Collection includes 46cubic feet of material dating from 1684–1997 and includes county records,

maps, business papers, and papers of the painter Edward Hicks.

Pennsylvania State University–University Libraries $15,000 

Provide funding for workshops to be offered in advanced archival

techniques. Attendees will come from small repositories in the tencounty

area of central Pennsylvania. The program is the third phase of such

instruction. Training will be conducted by members of the Society of

American Archivists.

Philadelphia Department of Records $14,223 

Purchase a professional scanner, imaging work station, and data entry work

station for scanning and geo-coding photographs of Philadelphia. Develop a

guide for students and volunteers to perform the scanning and data entry,

and create promotional and instructional pamphlets for distribution to

users.

Potter County Prothonotary $8484 

Hire a vendor to scan and make microfilm and microfiche copies of selected

county records, including 26 volumes of Treasurer’s and Sheriff’s Deed Polls

and indexes dating to the mid-nineteenth century. Fifteen of the volumes

will additionally be reprinted and bound.

University of Pittsburgh $14,750 

Purchase archival boxes and folders to support a project to unfold, flatten,

clean, and re-house 758 cubic feet of coroner case files which date from

1887–1973. A database of the files will be created during the project.

York County Archives $4990 

Hire a contract processor and purchase archival supplies to unfold, clean,

and re-house 32 cubic feet of civil court records dating from 1800–1901.

Records include writs, transcripts, appeals, petitions, and other judicial

papers.

York County Heritage Trust $2573 

Hire a vendor to microfilm, digitize, and make security reproductions of

photographs from the Robert Bair collection, comprising 721 photographs

from 1906–1928.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Bendroth, Pennsylvania Caucus Representative

VIRGINIA

Archives Week
 

This year marked the fifth year of Archives Week events at the Library of Virginia. Observed for the week of October 8 -14, this year’s theme was “Bridging Past and Present:  Virginia ’s Archives and Special Collections.” As in previous years, events were scheduled for the public and staff and the Library actively collaborated with the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) Virginia Caucus Representative to produce and distribute the Archives Week poster.

 

As in previous years, the events at the Library of Virginia consisted of a LVA Staff Breakfast, reading of the Governor’s Archives Week Proclamation by State Archivist Conley Edwards, and three lunchtime talks on various aspects on archives and special collections. 

 

Events at the Library of Virginia were as follows:

 

On Tuesday, October 10th, Barbara Little, president of the National Genealogical Society, and past president of the Virginia Genealogical Society, discussed the many ways information technology has affected how and where genealogists research their family background.  The title of her presentation was:  Genealogical Research:  What a Difference a Decade Makes!”

 

On Wednesday, October 11th, three panelists discussed how oral history has been utilized to document the African American experience from slavery to the Civil Rights Movement. Charles Perdue, archivist for the Virginia Folklore Society and Kevin Barry and Kelly Scott Perdue Archive of Traditional Culture at the University of Virginia , and his wife, Nancy, discussed oral history methodologies used in his book Weevils in the Wheat: Interviews with Virginia's Ex-Slaves. Betsy Brinson, Ph.D., a Richmond independent historian, will share her experience in producing the documentary Living the Story: The Civil Rights Movement in Kentucky.        

 

On Thursday, October 12th   four panelists ranging from architects, architectural historians, and historic homeowners discussed how and why they study and reconstruct historic properties. The panelists will highlighted past and current projects, and took time to respond to audience inquiries. Speakers included T. Tyler Potterfield, historic preservation planner with the City of Richmond; Bryan Townes, architect for Commonwealth Architects; Mimi Sadler, architectural historian with Sadler and Whitehead Architects; and Mark Webb, owner of a historic home currently under renovation. 

      

The Library of Virginia was once again very generous in allowing us to have web space for the Archives Week website. The site was created by assistant LVA webmaster T.J. Rowland, and may be found at: www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwedo/archweek2006/index.

 

Claude Moore Health Sciences Library ( University of Virginia )
 
The Claude Moore Health Science Library Historical Collections has unveiled an exciting new corresponding Web presence featuring an internationally recognized pioneer in health services research and primary care medicine. 

 

The Kerr White Health Care Collection, now available online at http://historical.hsl.virginia.edu/kerr/, features books, journals, reports and papers that Dr. Kerr White has collected over the past five decades. The new website includes a biography of Dr. White, and sections on caring and curing, public health and population health, primary medical care, health statistics and epidemiology and health services research. The site also features a Podcast interview with Dr. White by Dr. Robert E. Reynolds, Acting Chair of the Department of Public Health Sciences.

 

Dr. White has been described as “perhaps the most influential figure in the field of health services research, a discipline that emerged from his study of health care delivery.” In 1961, he authored the landmark article, “The Ecology of Medical Care,” where he introduced the term and concept of “primary medical care” to American readers. White also created a diagram of colored nested boxes, a graph representing patients at different levels of care. This nesting box is now the logo for the Kerr White Web site, a visual reminder of Kerr’s legacy as an advocate for patients and as an innovator of Public Health Care research. 

 

"My hope is that this eclectic Health Care Collection will enable students and others to appreciate the many past and present ideas and diverse contributors devoted to protecting, comforting and caring for individuals and populations," Dr. White said. He would like this collection to help students and others to appreciate the many complex relationships among those entrusted with the population’s health.

 

Dr. White has authored or co-authored some 250 publications, including eleven books on health services, health statistics, epidemiology, public health, and medical education. He donated his personal collection, acquired over five decades, to the library in 1992. He describes it as a “collection of ideas,” as serves as a road map of how Health Services Research and Primary Care Medicine have evolved in the last century.

 

Joan Echtenkamp Klein, Curator of the Library’s Historical Collections, looks forward to sharing such a rich resource with researchers. “The Kerr White Health Care Collection is a wonderful gift, collecting in one location the personal library of the founder of a new discipline in health care,” she said. “What makes it even more exciting is that Dr. White has so generously worked on the Web site with us.  Visitors to this online resource may well feel that Dr. White is in his physical library, pulling books from the shelves on topics like public health or health statistics, and piling them up on a table in preparation for an in-depth discussion.”  

 

Gretchen N. Arnold, Associate Dean and Interim Library Director, adds that, “Students and faculty in the Department of Public Health Sciences should find the Kerr White Health Care Collection and its new Web presence a useful resource for research and scholarship in their field.”     
 
The Web site was redesigned, and, more importantly, incorporated into the Library catalogue, allowing for easy searching and navigation. David Moody, Library Webmaster, is enthusiastic about the new Web site’s interactive features, “The Kerr White Collection Web site encompasses design and web interface technology from top-notch graphic designers, audio content from nationally known radio talents, and intriguing trans-generational medical insights directly from Dr. Kerr White. This Web site is magnificent work made possible through the collective efforts of many talented individuals”.  The new Web site ultimately serves as an open door to White’s great work.

For further information, please contact Joan Echtenkamp Klein, jre@virginia.edu or 434-924-0052.

 

The Claude Moore Health Sciences Library announces its 2006/2007 History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series.  All lectures are free and open to the public.  All lectures are from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. and held in the Wilhelm Moll Rare Book and History Room, unless otherwise indicated.  The lectures will be available as Podcasts at http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/internet/library/historical/lectures.cfm.  

 

For more information about the History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series presentations, please contact Joan Echtenkamp Klein at jre@virginia.edu; (434) 924-0052; or visit http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/internet/library/historical/lectures.cfm.

 
November 8, 2006, Art Beltrone, Military Artifact Historian and Author, with Lee Beltrone, of Vietnam Graffiti: Messages from a Forgotten Troopship ( Charlottesville , VA : Howell Press, Inc., 2004), “ Vietnam Graffiti: Messages from a Forgotten Troopship.”  A selection of graffiti-inscribed canvases found aboard the ship will be available for viewing.

 

November 29, 2006, Mark E. Williams, M.D., Ward K. Ensminger Distinguished Professor of Geriatrics, University of Virginia School of Medicine, “The History of Geriatric Medicine” 

 

March 2, 2007, Vivian Pinn, M.D., Ph.D., Director of the Office of Research on Women's Health (ORWH), National Institutes of Health (NIH), “Women in Medicine: The Successes and Challenges of the 21st Century.”  Dr. Pinn’s presentation will be the keynote address for the opening of the “Changing the Face of Medicine: Celebrating America’s Women Physicians” exhibit on display in the Health Sciences Library March 2-April 13, 2007.  This presentation will be held in the Jordan Hall Conference Center Auditorium; reception to follow in the Health Sciences Library

 

March 13, 2007, Chris Feudtner, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., Director of Research & Attending Physician PACT (Palliative Care Team) & Integrated Care Service (ICS) General Pediatrics 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia , and Author of Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness ( Chapel Hill , NC : University of North Carolina Press, 2003), “What Can a Patient-Oriented History of Diabetes Teach Us about Medical Decision-making?”

 

April 12, 2007, The 11th Annual Kenneth R. Crispell Memorial History Lecture, James H. Jones, Ph.D., Alumni Distinguished Professor, Emeritus, University of Arkansas , “The Agony of Hope: The Decision to Put David Vetter into the Bubble”

 

 Governor Mark Warner Records Available
 
State Records archivists in the Library of Virginia’s Description Services Branch are continuing to process the gubernatorial records of former Governor Mark R. Warner.  It is now unlikely that close scrutiny will be given to these records in the immediate future due to the former Governor’s recent announcement that he will not seek the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008.  The following records of the Warner Administration have been processed and are now available to researchers:

 

Executive Office, Records, 2001-2006, accessions 42621-42625 & 42627, 8.23 cu. ft. (24 boxes).  Finding aid available on-line here:  http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaead/published/lva/vivadoc.pl?file=vi00964.xml 

  
Hollins University
 

Textiles, 19th century journals, and archival materials from Wyndham Robertson Library’s Special Collections will be featured in the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum’s exhibition “Corsets and Crinolines: Nineteenth-Century Women’s Fashion”  February 13 – April 14, 2006.  The museum is located on the Hollins University campus and a full color companion gallery guide will be produced to accompany the exhibition.

 

State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB)
 
The twelve-member State Historical Records Advisory Board, under the leadership of state archivist Conley Edwards, continues its efforts to preserve the documentary heritage of Virginia .  The board has worked cooperatively with repositories across the commonwealth since 1976 to facilitate federal grants for archival work.  This year, the board celebrates its 30th anniversary.  

 

State archivist Conley Edwards and deputy SHRAB coordinator Jennifer Davis McDaid will participate in the Librarian's Pre-Conference for the National Genealogical Society Conference in Richmond on May 15, 2007:

 

"When Will All Your Records Be On the Web?": Digital Initiatives of the Library of Virginia ---Conley Edwards

History Begins With You!  Help Preserve the Past with the Basics of Archives---Jennifer Davis McDaid

Workshops like these will connect professional archivists with those individuals who care for historical records in local institutions—the very people that SHRAB works with to 

preserve the records of the commonwealth.  The board is currently evaluating how the Basics of Archives will be implemented in Virginia , and plans additional test workshops for 2007.   

 

The State Historical Records Advisory Board will meet Friday, October 27th at James Madison's Montpelier .  They will discuss the Emergenecy Preparedness Initiative undertaken by the Council of State Archivists, Archives Week, and advocacy efforts for the NHPRC and the Partnership for the American Historical Record.  Jennifer Davis McDaid is serving on the Society of American Archivists' Archives Month taskforce.  For more on these topics, and a look at Archives Week celebrations across the United States , visit the CoSA Web site at www.statearchivists.org. 

 

 

Williamsburg Meeting (Fall 2007)
There are now two Co-Chairs for the Local Arrangements Committee.  Jodi Koste, archivist at the Medical College of Virginia, has graciously agreed to serve with Co-Chair, Jennifer McDaid, of the Library of Virginia.  Jodi has held several positions within MARAC, including LAC Co-Chair of the Fall 2001 meeting here in Richmond .  The committee members are Amy Boykin (Christopher Newport University), Tom Crew (LVA), Sandy Farrell (LVA), Gail Greve (Colonial Williamsburg), Curtis Lyons (VCU), Donzella Maupin (Hampton University), Catherine OBrion (LVA), Eileen Parris (Virginia Historical Society), Susan Riggs, (College of William & Mary), Ute Schechter, (College of William & Mary), Troy Valos (Kirn Memorial Library), Lester Weber (Mariners' Museum), and James Zobel (MacArthur Memorial).

 

 Respectfully submitted,
Derek Gray, Virginia Caucus Representative

WEST VIRGINIA

In the two months since the Morgan County Courthouse burned, officials across the state at both the state and local levels have been reexamining their insurance coverage and thinking more about disaster planning. The county offices are now located in portable trailers for the foreseeable future and plans are moving ahead to complete the razing and clearing of the courthouse block. 

The West Virginia Archives and History Library of the West Virginia Division of Culture and History will continue its series of genealogy- and history-related workshops on Tuesday, Oct. 24, to celebrate American Archives Month. The session will take place in the library at the Cultural Center, State Capitol Complex in Charleston, at 6 p.m. and is free and open to the public.

The workshop, “A Celebration of Archives: Your State Archives Working for You,” will focus on how individuals have used the West Virginia Archives and History collections in their work. Speakers include Kenneth R. Bailey, Russ Barbour, Fred Barkey, Woodrow Clay Hamilton Jr., Terry Lively and Deborah J. Sonis.

Bailey, Ph.D., retired dean of the College of Humanities, Business and Sciences at WVU-Institute of Technology, is the author of several articles and four books, including Alleged Evil Genius: The Life and Times of Judge James H. Ferguson, which was published this year. Barbour of West Virginia Public Broadcasting has produced numerous historical/documentary stories for television, many airing on the state’s public broadcasting news magazine Outlook, frequently using archival news film and videotape from the Archives and History Library. Barkey, Ph.D., is professor emeritus at Marshall University Graduate College and chairman of the board of the Coal Heritage Trail Authority.

Retired CIA employee Hamilton has been researching family history for 30 years and published his first volume about the Hamilton family in 1999. Creative services manager for the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Lively produced a cable-access television series on transportation issues between 2001 and 2003, and recently produced an hour-long, award-winning documentary, CROSSINGS–Bridge Building in West Virginia, which aired on public television. Sonis works for the West Virginia Humanities Council, where she served as managing editor for The West Virginia Encyclopedia.

The program will conclude with recognition of individuals who have donated materials to the Archives collections in the past year and light refreshments.

American Archives Month is a nationwide observance that seeks to reach out to the public and raise awareness of the role of archives in collecting, preserving, and making accessible records that document the past. The observance began more than a decade ago in New York and has expanded to include states across the country in activities that showcase the importance of archives.

  

On November 3-4, 2006, the Virginia Genealogical Society fall conference will be held in Lewisburg, West Virginia. Co-sponsored by West Virginia Archives and History, Mining Your History Foundation, and the Greenbrier Historical Society, The Old Dominion – Two States, One Heritage will include speakers looking at the resources and common heritage of both Virginia and West Virginia.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Basham, West Virginia Caucus Representative
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