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Delaware Public Archives

On April 7, DPA hosted an all-day organizational and planning workshop for members of the newly-formed Delaware Disaster Assistance Team. The event was facilitated by Julie Page of the California Preservation Program, with the support of grant funds from the National Endowment for the Humanities. A total of 64 persons representing various museums, historical societies, libraries, and academic institutions from around the state were in attendance.

A new exhibit, “The American Revolution: Delaware Leads the Way” will open on May 3.  During the American Revolution, the troops from Delaware played a critical role in numerous battles in both the northern and southern theaters.  In recognition of the 225th anniversary of the end of the American Revolution, this exhibit will focus on America’s War of Independence and the sacrifices and contributions of Delaware’s citizens, both at home and on the battlefield. 

A CBS News story about the collectability of low-digit Delaware license plates was broadcast on April 4. Six photos from DPA were used.

Delaware Historical Society

After being known as the Historical Society of Delaware since 1864, the Society has changed its name to the Delaware Historical Society.

The DHS Library will open a new exhibit on the history of the Wilmington Flower Market on May 5.

Hagley Library

On May 16 the Center for the History of Business, Technology, and Society hosts “Commonplace Yet Extraordinary: Design Histories of Everyday Objects,” a conference on the histories of design processes that created everyday objects, such as appliances, tools, equipment, and miscellaneous things commonly used in homes, offices, factories, and public spaces.

University of Delaware Special Collections

The current Special Collections exhibit, “Little Known Histories of Newark, 1758-2008,” is part of the city-wide celebration of the founding of Newark, Delaware.  It highlights the richly varied sources from manuscript and archival collections documenting local history, as well as print sources from the Delaware Collection in Special Collections. The exhibit includes maps, correspondence, photographs, account books, postcards, business ephemera, yearbooks, brochures and other unique items.  Curated by Rebecca Johnson Melvin and Jaime Margalotti, the exhibit is on display until June 20.
Respectfully submitted,
Randy L. Goss 
Delaware Caucus Representative
Maryland 

May, 2008

C. Burr Artz Public Library (Frederick, MD) - Maryland Room

The Monocacy Archeological Society, the Frederick County chapter of
the Archaeological Society of Maryland, recently donated the book
collection of Spencer O. Geasey to the Maryland Room of the C. Burr
Artz Public Library, Frederick County Public Libraries. The Collection
consists of several hundred books, periodicals, and gray literature
relating to archeology and related topics.

Geasey, who died in 2007, was Frederick's primary archeologist, a lay
person famous through-out the state for his mastery of the field and
of his knowledge of Fredrick's archeological heritage. He was a winner
of the Maryland Historical Trust's prestigious Calvert Prize, the only
archeologist to be so honored.

The Geasey Collection provides Frederick County Public Libraries with
a destination library for individuals interested in the archeology of
the Mid-Atlantic. It has been reported by the Monocacy Archeological
Society that only two other libraries in the state contain similar
materials, though their collections are much larger, the library of
the Maryland Historical Trust, in Crownsville, and the research
library of the Jefferson Patterson Park Museum and Library, the home
of Maryland's Archaeological Conservation Laboratory, in Calvert
County. There is no similar collection in Western or Central Maryland. 

Columbia Archives

On April 26 Columbia Archives held its 8th annual BikeAbout.  More than 300 riders took to the trails in Columbia on a beautiful sunny day to enjoy 13 miles of the 90 mile system.  Docents stationed at ten sites gave riders the chance to learn a little bit about Columbia history. Among the sites featured was the Woodlawn Slave Quarters which was restored in 2007 by the Columbia Association and will hopefully become a historic park in the future.  Riders also heard about an early model home park for the planned community, street names, the dredging of a pond that had been built as part of a study of the impact of development on water quality in the 1970s, the future of one Columbia's aging village centers, and Christ Church which is undergoing renovations in preparation of its 200 anniversary next year. The event has proven to be widely anticipated by the community and has raised the awareness of Columbia Archives. 

Oh, you must live in Columbia! The Origins of Place Names in Columbia, Maryland will be published by Columbia Archives and will be premiered on June 13 at the Columbia Festival of the Arts.  The book by manager Barbara Kellner, archivist Robin Emrich and contributor Missy Burke is the story of how Columbia got its unique street names and a lexicon of every street with its poetic, artistic or historic reference.  The book drew heavily on the Columbia Archives collection as well as extensive sleuthing by Robin Emrich. Several fellow MARAC colleagues assisted in procuring information and photographs that appear in the book.

Johns Hopkins University - Special Collections

Special Collections of The Johns Hopkins University recently received a grant from AIP to process the archives of the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI).  Katy Hayes, formerly of the History Center at AIP, has been hired as the processing archivist.  STScI was established in 1981 to oversee the Hubble Space Telescope, and in 2007, STScI designated JHU as their archival repository.  Their records provide a rich picture of the state of astronomical research at the end of the 20th century. 

Maryland History and Cultural Collaborative

On March 19, 2008, the Maryland History and Cultural Collaborative met at McDaniel College in Westminster, Maryland. This informal group, whose mission is to open communication and collaboration between information professionals in Maryland who deal specifically with content focused on Maryland History and Culture, has been meeting 2-3 times per year since June 2006. 23 people attended this meeting. Topics discussed included the transfer of the Maryland History and Culture Bibliography from the Maryland Humanities Council's website to the University of Maryland's digital collections, the development of a Collaborative wiki, and updates on new collections and initiatives from all members.  The next meeting will be held in August.

University of Maryland [College Park] - Special Collections

The University of Maryland, College Park, hosted its tenth annual "Maryland Day" celebration on Saturday, April 26.  Maryland Day is the campus's open house, and highlights included a collage of 50,000 cupcakes, arranged in Maryland colors.  Special Collections at the University of Maryland Libraries hosted several special events in Hornbake Library, including Preserving Your Family Treasures, Stump the Curator, Digital Terp Trivia, House Detectives (Uncovering the History of Your Old House), "C" is for Crayon (Broadcasting Archives), Take a Terrapin Home, the Well-Dressed Book exhibit, and Children's Story Time - Works by Maryland Authors.  Maryland Day is an excellent opportunity to expose the public to all facets of special collections. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rob Jenson

Maryland Caucus Representative
New Jersey

May 2008
CAPES News Update

The CAPES Advisory Board engaged the services of a consultant to review the CAPES program.  (Download the full report at:  http://www.lib.umd.edu/MARAC/caucuses/newjersey.html)  The Advisory Committee met on April 18 to discuss the report’s recommendations and how to implement them, and more information will be forthcoming and posted on the caucus listserv.

	News From Seton Hall University 

The first edition of the New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission electronic newsletter, entitled The Recorder ,which highlights Commission objectives, membership activities and other historical items that impact upon Catholicism in New Jersey was published recently.  Future editions of this publication will continue to feature Commission events, profiles and other news of interest that impacts upon Catholic-based scholarship within the Garden State.    I hope you enjoy what will be the first of a series of regularly produced periodicals.  The newsletter can be viewed through the following link - http://library.shu.edu/sc-njchcnewsletter-1winter2008.pdf   More information about this organization beyond publications alone can be obtained through Alan Delozier, Executive Director by e-mail at - delozial@shu.edu 

The Msgr. William Noe' Field Archives & Special Collections Center in conjunction with the Seton Hall University Libraries co-sponsored a program on April 10th celebrating the history of Irish culture through evolutionary tales and musical interpretation. This two-part event featured a lecture entitled "Tradition and Revival: a Look at Irish Set Dancing" by Paul Keating, a writer on traditional music for the Irish Voice newspaper. Paul currently serves as the artistic director for the Catskills Irish Arts Summer School in East Durham, New York. His talk was followed by a musical concert presented by the group "Hearts Content,” which consists of Linda Hickman (flute, tin whistle and vocalist), Tom Dunne (button accordion and fiddle) and Iris Nevins (guitar), a trio of musical veterans who have performed extensively in the area and across the world. Discussion of the McManus and Murphy Irish Collections housed at Seton Hall came about within the course of the evening to highlight potential scholarship opportunities for those in attendance.



Various updates to our Homepage have been made over the past few months including news story updates and related items.  This site can be viewed via the following link - http://library.shu.edu/sc-homepage.htm 

Submitted by Alan Delozier, Director & University Archivist

FROM CAPE MAY COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

The Cape May County Clerk, Rita Marie Fulginiti, has continued her Conservation, Preservation and Microfilming projects this year.  Archivist Diana Hevener was fortunate enough to accompany the Clerk on a visit to Vermont where they toured the two Conservation Labs that were used in the most recent projects.

The project is on-going and to date has included Deed Books, Will Books and other Surrogate Court Records, Ear Mark Books, Alms House Records and a Survey book.  The next group to receive treatment will include a Slave Birth Certificate and Naturalization Records.

County Clerk Fulginiti’s office boasts 12 Volunteers this year, many of which are working in the Archives under the direction of Archivist Hevener.  Volunteer projects include the re-housing of a large Filed Map collection, the back-scanning and indexing of Filed Plans, minor preservation and repair activities, Inventories and Research.

The County Clerk is in the process of acquiring new shelving and storage boxes for a new volunteer project that will re-house a collection of newspaper volumes in the Archives.

“I’m very proud to acknowledge all the hard work and dedication provided to this office by the volunteers” said County Clerk Rita Marie Fulginiti. “We couldn’t do it without them!”

The County Clerk continues her out-reach efforts, giving presentations to local government and historical agencies as well as private organizations and makes every effort to honor as many requests possible.

Hunterdon County Historical Society Expands Library Hours

The Hunterdon County Historical Society is excited to announce dramatically expanded hours for open public reference.  

Beginning March 22, 2008, the library will be open the second and fourth Saturdays of each month from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M., and on every Thursday (except Thanksgiving and any other national holidays that falls on Thursday) from 12 noon to 4 P.M. Prior to this time the library has been available to the public only on Thursday afternoons from 1 to 3 P.M. or by appointment.  Research appointments are still available for certain times other than open public hours. 

The Society’s library holds the most extensive collection of books, manuscripts, photographs, microfilm records, archival materials and other sources for research concerning Hunterdon County genealogy and local history available anywhere. 

The renewed commitment that the society is making to greater accessibility to the public is closely related to its effort to provide better storage and protection for its significant holdings. Its headquarters, at the Doric House at 114 Main Street in Flemington, has climate-controlled and fire-resistant vaults for storage of archival materials, as well as a reading room for use of materials by the public. However, it has outgrown those facilities and has begun construction of a new Archives Building just outside town on River Road in Raritan Township. Fundraising efforts to support this major project are ongoing. Items not used on a regular basis and items that have been copied or microfilmed will be transferred to the new archive facility which also will be climate controlled.


Access to the collections will continue to be available at the hours announced above for the society’s library at 114 Main Street in Flemington. For information about the society’s expanded hours, its library and archival holdings, and about contributing to the Archives Building fund, please call 908-782-1091 or contact hunterdonhistory@embarqmail.com.

News from Newark Public Library Special Collections

Recent acquisitions

1. Elizabeth Delson Collection –  Sidney Delson, the widower of the artist, donated a collection of 33 prints of Long Island artist and New Jersey native, Elizabeth Delson (1925-2005).  The collection also includes lists outlining the prints given, biographical information and scans of her notebooks that describe each print and its processes.  

2. Due to the Library’s recent eighth exhibition of shopping bags, Special Collections received numerous donations of shopping bags including: 50 Bloomingdale’s department store bags, another 23 bags featuring Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue and other stores.  Also of note was a collection of bags from Ireland featuring Tesco, Dunnes Stores and Custy's Traditional Music Shop (among others).  It is interesting to note that Ireland has passed laws limiting the use of plastic bags in the country and many of these bags represent Irish stores’ implementation of re-usable bags. 

Upcoming exhibition

“Artist Catalogs and Posters,” July 2 – August 23, 2008, 3rd floor gallery, Newark Public Library.

Collaboration with the Pierro Gallery, South Orange

Judy Wukitch of the Pierro Gallery is planning a major exhibition called “Is it possible to make a photograph of New Jersey regardless of where you are in the world?” with guest curator Laurel Ptak.  The exhibition runs from April 6 to May 25 and contains over 1,000 images that respond to the question by more than 180 artists from 18 countries as well as many states from the U.S.  Of the images, about 100 will be printed (some will be displayed digitally) and will be presented to the Special Collections Division as a donation.  A front page article about the exhibit ran in the Star-Ledger on March 26 and is available on the Pierro Gallery web site: http://www.pierrogallery.org/exhibits.asp.
Respectfully submitted,

Dan Linke

New Jersey Caucus Representative
New York
May, 2008
Adelphi University reported the following activities:

· We have 2 library science students are working on a Panama Canal and a ContentDM project. 

· The intern working on the Panama Canal Collection is processing the collection and has already put together an exhibit of the materials in the library and is in the process of creating a web exhibit. 

· We just received CONTENTdm and are working on a pilot program with a small number of items from our Ruth St. Denis Collection 

· We have outsourced digitization of our yearbooks to OCLC Preservation in Bethlehem, Pa.  Digitization of all the yearbooks (since 1904) is expected to take 4 years, and we are first scanning years 1959-1973. 

· The Ruth St. Denis and Oracles materials will be published to the web with CONTENTdm software in fall 2008. 

· We are having a major exhibit of Ruth St. Denis in the University Center Gallery in the fall (with materials from our Special Collections and borrowed items from Jacob's Pillow). 

· We have recently received unusually large quantities of deposits--many of them occasioned by several offices and academic departments moving to newly constructed buildings and needing to clean out their old offices.

New York State Archives

History Happened Here Kiosk Opens at the Thruway's Oneida Travel Plaza 

The New York State Archives and New York State Thruway Authority unveiled the newest History Happened Here kiosk February 25, 2008. This kiosk is located at the Thruway’s Oneida Travel Plaza (I-90 eastbound) between Interchange 33 (Verona-Rome) and Interchange 32 (Westmoreland-Rome), at Milepost 244, in Oneida County.

The dedication ceremony will included remarks from Richard Garrabrant, Division Director, New York State Thruway Authority; Christine W. Ward, New York State Archivist and Chief Executive Officer of the Archives Partnership Trust; Frederick E. Miller, Executive Director, Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor Commission; and Debbie Conway, Superintendent, Ft. Stanwix National Monument, National Park Service. All funding for this kiosk was provided by the Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor Commission and National Park Service.

History Happened Here kiosks are hexagon-shaped exhibits that provide interesting and visually compelling displays about New York State’s history to travelers taking a break from their journey along the Thruway. The images and content appearing on the Oneida Travel Plaza History Happened Here kiosk tell many stories:

• How the Mohawk River Valley, as the only natural east–west break through the Appalachian Mountains, gave early travelers access to inland rivers, creeks, and lakes that could take them from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes and beyond

• The Battle of Oriskany, one of the most violent battles of the American Revolution, was fought just four miles from the travel plaza. On August 6, 1777, 800 Mohawk Valley militiamen and Oneida Indians advanced on Fort Stanwix (located in what is now Rome) to end a British siege. They were ambushed by British Loyalists and their American Indian allies. Most of the Patriots were casualties and both sides claimed victory

• The first commercial telegraph company in the world was founded in Utica in 1846 and is currently known as the Associated Press

• In 1851 in Rome, Jesse Williams developed the first factory in the world that could make large quantities of high-quality cheese from milk

• Abolition and religious revivalism thrived in the area. People organized to demand everything from women’s right to vote, and the prohibition of alcohol, to the banning of tight corsets.

The State Archives and the Thruway Authority, with support from various sponsors, have partnered to install History Happened Here kiosks at seven other travel plazas along the Thruway. All of the kiosks contain a general theme based on historical events that happened within twenty-five miles of the travel plaza. The following list contains the Thruway travel plazas with History Happened Here kiosks and the overall theme for each exhibit:

• Sloatsburg: The American Revolution

• Pattersonville: The Mohawk River Valley

• Chittenango: The Erie Canal

• Junius Ponds: The Finger Lakes Region

• Pembroke: The Western Frontier

• Guilderland: The Transportation Corridor

• Ulster: The Hudson River Valley

Office of Cultural Education receives grant for statewide survey of preservation needs

The New York State Education Department Office of Cultural Education (OCE), which includes the New York State Archives, State Library, and State Museum, has been awarded a CONNECTING TO COLLECTIONS:  STATEWIDE PLANNING GRANT from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.   Under the program, the institutions will survey and create a plan to address preservation and conservation needs of New York’s cultural institutions statewide.  The survey will result in a statewide action plan that will set the course of preservation and conservation efforts in New York State for years to come.

"The project in New York represents movement toward collaborative thinking among collection-holding institutions that have a strong commitment to collections stewardship," said Anne-Imelda Radice, IMLS Director. "IMLS funding will assist these relationships in blossoming

into powerful alliances that will serve collections and the people who use them for years to come."

OCE will work with partners and expert advisors on survey development, content, and distribution.  Partners include the New York State Council on the Arts, Lower Hudson Conference, Museum Association of New York, New York Archives Conference, New York Library Association, and Upstate History Alliance.  Tom Clareson of PALINET will work as consultant to the project to develop survey content, data collection, analyses, and the final report.  PALINET is a cooperative membership organization representing hundreds of libraries, information centers, museums, archives, and other similar organizations nationwide that promotes cooperation and resource sharing. 
The survey is expected to be distributed to libraries, museums, archives, historical societies, and other cultural institutions throughout New York State in September 2008.  Regional survey assistance sessions to help institutions work with the survey will be announced.  The final report is expected to be released in September 2009 and will provide a blueprint for future preservation efforts.  

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums.   The Institute's mission is to create strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas. The Institute works at the

national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to sustain heritage, culture, and knowledge; enhance learning and innovation; and support professional development. To learn more about the Institute, please visit www.imls.gov or contact Jeannine Mjoseth at JMjoseth@IMLS.GOV.  
New York Archives Conference

This year’s New York Archives Conference (formerly the Lake Ontario Archives Conference) will be held at SUNY Potsdam May 28 to 30.  The conference is underwritten with support from Northern New York Library Network, Gaylord Bros., Hollinger Corporation, Hudson Microimaging, and Eloquent Systems Inc.

The Archivists of Religious Institutions (ARI) will be holding its Spring Workshop on May 9, 2008 in conjunction with the Lower Hudson Conference.  The topic will be Appraisal and the presenter will be Sharon Pullen.  It will be held at the Timothy Knapp House Archives in Rye, NY.  For further information contact ARI chair Joe Coen.

ARI also wishes to announce that Sr. Judith Campbell, OP, Archivist of the Blauvelt Dominican Sisters, has been awarded a Brother Denis Sennett, SA Memorial Award.  This monetary award, created to encourage professional development for religious archivists, supports attendance

by ARI members at archival conferences and workshops.  Brother Denis Sennett, S.A. was archivist of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement at Graymoor, as well as archivist of St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. He was well known for his outreach and support to religious archives throughout the country, and he was a founder of ARI.  

The Diocese of Brooklyn Archives has begun a Senior Priest Oral History Project with initial funding from the Alive in Hope Foundation. This ambitious undertaking will collect oral histories from the retired priests of the Brooklyn Diocese.  The project will enable the Archives

to preserve, protect and make available the rich history and ministry of these priests and to utilize these aspects to build community pride, as a source for educating the larger community about the Catholic community.  The Archives also hopes to use the content of the oral narratives collected to develop academic programs, publications and other mechanisms for public outreach such as the development of traditional and/or online exhibits, audiotapes and/or videotapes/DVD's that might be utilized in church and community-based programming to share the riches of experience and knowledge gained.
Respectfully submitted,

C. Raymond LaFever
New York Caucus Representative
Pennsylvania
May 2, 2008

Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania 

Volunteer Archivist Jennifer M. Railing for the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania received two requests for information since the beginning of 2008 from the Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter, in connection with a Service held at the Cathedral in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania during Holy Week with guest preacher, the Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris, the first woman bishop in the Episcopal Church. Bishop Baxter asked for information on women priests in our Diocese. This request was followed three weeks’ later by a request from Bishop Baxter regarding lay women in the Diocese holding leadership roles in our parish churches, such as being elected to governing bodies, i.e., the vestries, and being appointed senior wardens and elected junior wardens of vestries. This second request entailed sending a questionnaire to each parish. Sadly, one priest wrote that his parish church’s records only went back about 15 years because there had been “a house cleaning” and “most of our historical documents got pitched.” 

Albright College

Recently the literary manuscript of Reading, PA, author, Mildred Jordan Bausher was donated to Gingrich Library. This is a notable collection since she was a local author. Some of her novels include One Red Rose Forever, Apple in the Attic, Asylum for the Queen, and Echo of the Flute. One of her works was non-fiction, The Distelfink Country of the Pennsylvania Dutch.  Several years after Apple in the Attic was published in 1942 as a novel, she along with Lucile Logan, wrote a playscript of the novel. The papers include several unpublished pieces, and a large lot of correspondence. Bausher was also interested in young mothers with special problems, so she founded “Camp Meo for Weary Women.” The collection includes several of the author’s scrapbooks concerning her novels.   The papers should be processed with a finding aid online by the end of May 2008.

University Archives and Records Center at the University of Pennsylvania

“Mapping Penn: Land Acquisitions, 1870–2007.”  The University Archives and Records Center of the University of Pennsylvania is pleased to announce the launch of an interactive, online, GIS database containing 137 years of Penn’s real estate purchases in the University City section of Philadelphia.  This collection is comprehensive, that is, it encompasses all purchases made in amassing Penn’s campus.  It was made possible by reviewing real estate files held by the University’s Office of the Treasurer and then acquiring from that Office the original deeds to all properties currently owned by the University.  These records were merged with historical records previously transferred by the Office of the Treasurer to form a new collection called the Office of the Treasurer, University Real Estate Title Papers, 1761–2006.  The guide to the collection can be found on-line at: http://www.archives.upenn.edu/faids/uph/uph500.html
Once the University Archives had unified this collection, one of its Senior Archivists, J.M. Duffin, abstracted information from the records and developed an MS Access database of all properties acquired by the University in University City.  Using ESRI’s ArcMap, this data was linked with 2,037 GIS shapefiles of the property parcels, both historic and current, to create a GIS map and dataset of the campus between 1870 and 2007.  With the cooperation of the University’s Cartographic Modeling Lab, the University Archives created an interactive web sited called “Mapping Penn: Land Acquisitions, 1870–2007.”  The website supports broad and detailed analysis of the growth of one of the nation’s largest urban campuses.  The online mapping and reporting tools can be used to focus on a specific lot, name, year, or address.  Users are able to create maps, reports, and queries.  The site is used not only by historians and students but also by University officials in the management of University property and in planning University development.  The site is available to the public at: http://venus.cml.upenn.edu/MappingPenn/
Carnegie Mellon University Archives

The Carnegie Mellon University Archives has received the second of two Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grants to digitize and make available Andrew Carnegie primary source materials that are housed in the University Archives and at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.  

Itinerant Archivist

Heather Heckman was hired as the Itinerant Archivist to assist up to six counties within Pennsylvania with archives and records management projects.  She is presently working with Fayette County for a maximum for 2 months, assisting with the records in the Commissioner’s office.  Funding for the Itinerant Archivist project was provided by NHPRC.  For more information Contact Dave Shoff at (717) 783-5796.
Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Bendroth
Pennsylvania Caucus Representative 
VIRGINIA 
April 29, 2008
Virginia Caucus representative Derek Gray submitted his resignation to the January Steering Committee meeting, as he has moved to the DC Caucus.  Caucus member Linda Angle Miller, in attendance, volunteered to serve as interim representative until the Spring meeting.   Complications arose when said rep was unceremoniously dumped from the VA Caucus list for “too many errors,” making communication with the rest of the Caucus difficult.  Services of a duena were required.  

Another problem with the present listserv is that, although we have 154 members, only 44 or 45  are receiving the Caucus e-mails.  Catherine O’Brion, of The Library of Virginia which hosts the list, reported that there’s been a problem with the server that handles all the LVA list serves.  It supposedly has been fixed, but Catherine will go over the Caucus membership list and try to improve the number of list participants.

In spite of the e-mailing difficulties, the Caucus had a wonderful meeting at University of Mary Washington on April 10, with archivist Carolyn Parsons as host.  The morning featured two sessions.  In the first presentation, “Exploring and Creating Digital Archives in the Classroom,” Dr. Timothy O’Donnell, Associate Professor of Speech, and two students described the methods used and challenges encountered in creating a web presence on four UMW-related topics (e.g. James Farmer).  This was followed by Carolyn S. Parsons, Special Collections Librarian, and Tom McNulty, Asst. Systems Librarian, who explained the inception and progression of the University of Mary Washington Digital Archives@UMW project. 


After lunching in the UMW Faculty Dining Room, the group proceeded to historic Kenmore, 18th century home of Fielding Lewis and his wife, Betty Washington Lewis, George Washington’s sister. Curator Greg Stoner talked about Kenmore’s manuscript collection and lead a behind the scenes tour, highlighting the use of primary sources in Kenmore’s restoration.

OTHER CAUCUS NEWS:

ROANOKE COLLEGE: The Archives will be closed from June 13 through August 11 while the Archivist is abroad.  She will be in e-mail communication most of that time.  Research inquiries can be directed to the Reference Desk at Fintel Library (ppowell@roanoke.edu from June 16 through June 27; rheller@aoanoke.edu beginning June 30.)

Other Caucus news will be presented either in an updated report or in the Virginia section of the MAA.  

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Angle Miller,

Virginia Caucus Interim Representative

West Virginia 

May 1, 2008

The Records Management and Preservation Board recently awarded grants to 30 counties totaling $317,858 for county records management and preservation programs. Criteria for this year’s grants included: conducting a total records inventory and condition assessment to produce a master records management plan for county records; removing non-records and records having reached or exceeded retention requirements; and providing proper and improved storage of and access to permanent records or records with retention periods of over 25 years. In this fifth year of the program, 50 of the 55 counties have successfully applied for grants from the board to address various records concerns.

History Day 2008 at the Legislature was well-attended in February. Forty persons were recognized as History Heroes, including former state archivist Fredrick H. Armstrong. Many groups used the opportunity to express their displeasure at his firing in November and the possible removal of the Archives and History Library in order to make a cafeteria at the Cultural Center.

Archives and History staff continue to work under the capable direction of acting director Joe Geiger while the turmoil over Armstrong’s firing has settled down. His grievance hearing has been postponed several times and is now scheduled for June. The job was posted through Civil Service although it was not posted through any regional or national archival groups to our knowledge. And Secretary of Education and the Arts Kay Goodwin, who oversees the Division of Culture and History, of which the Archives is a part, has indicated verbally and in writing to legislators and historical groups that the plan to combine the Archives Library with the state Library Commission in order to build the cafeteria in the Cultural Center is dead at this point in time. 

Marshall University hosted the premiere of a documentary about former Truman speechwriter, historian, congressman and secretary of state Ken Hechler in April. “Ken Hechler: In Pursuit of Justice” will be appearing later this spring on West Virginia Public Television. Audiovisual materials and archival materials from Marshall University and the West Virginia State Archives were both used in this production.

Marshall University has launched a feature on their website “50 Years Ago Today as Seen on WSAZ-TV News. Located at www.marshall.edu/50yearsago/, the website shows clips that aired on the local news fifty years ago. The site has been well-received.

Work continues on the upcoming Spring 2009 MARAC meeting to be held in Charleston. The hotel has been selected, Rebecca Ebert has agreed to serve as co-chair of LAC, and work is underway to select a reception site. 
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Basham

West Virginia Caucus Representative
Washington, D.C.
With apologies for filing the LAST Caucus report - for the LAST time! The DC Caucus has little to report.  I've great enjoyed my term as DC Caucus rept and am looking forward to working with the incoming chair.

I'm sorry not to be in Chautauqua but I'm sure it will be a great meeting!

Respectfully submitted,

Marisa Bourgoin
Washington, D.C. Caucus Representative
