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Delaware

Delaware Public Archives
Due to a six hundred million dollar state budget shortfall, the DPA has undergone a number of spending cuts.  In addition to a long standing hiring freeze, the historic markers program funds were reverted, exhibit hours have been reduced, microfilm reader maintenance contracts have been reduced, out-of-state travel is restricted, and the staff is studying methods for addressing costs associated with offsite storage of non-permanent agency records.
On February 7, 2009, the Archives will present a special Black History Month program concerning the Milford School Desegregation Crisis of 1954. Following the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in the Brown vs. Board of Education case in May 1954, Milford High School attempted to integrate the following fall with the admittance of eleven African-American students. Within a short time, the nation’s media focused on this Delaware town as it suffered through cross burnings, school boycotts, and the arrival of a white racist organizer named Bryant Bowles. This program is presented by Orlando Camp, one of the eleven African-American students who tried to attend Milford High School in the fall of 1954.  Camp will describe his experiences as a Milford teenager caught up in the turmoil, fear, and confusion of the early stages of the integration era.

“Honoring the Heroes: A Look Back at Dover’s Fallen Servicemen from World War II,” and a one day exhibit will be presented by Danny Waite on March 7.  A former social studies teacher, Waite has researched the lives of Dover area servicemen who gave their lives during World War II. His presentation and exhibit will show the chronological progress of the war by describing where the soldiers and sailors from Delaware’s capital city fought and died.

Hagley Library

Join Hagley and the Delaware Center for Contemporary Art (DCCA) on February 8 for the premiere of a short documentary film celebrating the achievements of Dr. Eugene McGowan. Dr. McGowan was the first African-American psychologist in Delaware’s public school system. He also was active in many professional and civil rights organizations including the National Mental Health Association, the Delaware Committee for Fair Practices, Delaware Leadership Council, and the Wilmington and Delaware State chapters of the NAACP.

The following are part of Hagley’s monthly research seminar series:
February 12 – Shane Hamilton, University of Georgia, presents his paper, “Supermarkets, Monopsony Power, and the American Century,” in the Copeland Room of Hagley Library. Hamilton discusses how supermarkets caused dramatic changes throughout the American food system, including agriculture and food processing.

March 12 - Elizabeth and Ken Fones-Wolf, West Virginia University, will speak on “Shirtsleeve Religion: Business and the Post-War Industrial Chaplain Movement.” The authors discuss the employment by firms of workplace-based ministers as part of a larger effort by employers to reduce the influence of labor unions.

April 16 – Ross Thompson, University of Vermont, presents his paper, "The Continuity of Wartime Innovation: The Civil War Experience."  Based on broad research on American manufacturing, Thompson explains how the production needs stimulated by the Civil War had a dramatic impact on the productivity of American industries.


Winterthur

Rich McKinstry has graciously invited the Delaware caucus to meet at Winterthur on Friday, February 20.  A highlight of the visit will be to see Winterthur’s new John and Carolyn Grossman Collection, an assemblage of approximately 250,000 items of printed ephemera. The Grossman Collection documents lithography and chromolithography and all that they captured visually from approximately 1820-1920.  Among its treasures are the first commercially produced Christmas card (England, 1843), its accompanying printer’s proof in red ink, and an early American Christmas card from ca. 1850.  The current exhibit using items from the collection, “Calendar Art,” will also be viewed.

Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
National Archives and Records Administration

75th Anniversary Commemoration 

This is a very special year for the National Archives. Founded 75 years ago on June 19, 1934, the National Archives' preservation of the permanently valuable papers of the federal government has made it a cornerstone of our democracy. Billions of documents created by federal officials are available for inspection, thereby holding public officials accountable for their actions. To celebrate this milestone, NARA has planned a number of special activities and programs throughout the year. Please go to the newly-launched anniversary web site at www.archives.gov/75th to learn about all of these events. 

Sponsorship of National History Day Prizes

Award winners will be announced at the national competition, June 14-18, 2009
University of Maryland, College Park, MD

The National Archives is sponsoring two awards at the National History Day competition in honor of its 75th anniversary. The contest is open to secondary school students; $1,000 will be awarded at the junior and senior levels for outstanding entries in any category that use the records of the Federal Government to either illuminate the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution or to focus on Constitutional issues throughout American History.

Students interested in participating in the National History Day competition can find more information on the National History Day web site. 

Learn more about the National Archives' National History Day research resources.

(From http://www.archives.gov/75th/news/1-2009.html)

Rockefeller Archive Center and the Smithsonian Institution Archives

The Collaborative Electronic Records Project has drawn to a close. This three-year collaboration between the Rockefeller Archive Center and the Smithsonian Institution Archives undertook the challenge of long-term preservation of email collections and their storage in a digital repository. The team is happy to report that it achieved its goal. 

CERP deliverables included:

· Records Management Guidance 

· Transfer Guidance 

· Email Management Guidance 

· METS import file for ingest into DSpace 

· Preservation parser to output email collection in the XML preservation format 

· Email Account XML Schema co-developed by CERP and EMCAP (NHPRC-Funded Preservation of Electronic Mail Collaboration Initiative) 

Read more about CERP at http://siarchives.si.edu/cerp
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
Maryland History and Culture Collaborative

Twenty-eight members of the Maryland History and Culture Collaborative, an informal group of archivists, librarians, and other information professionals in Maryland who deal specifically with Maryland history and culture, met on Friday, January 9, 2009 at the Prince George's County Memorial Library in Oxon Hill, Maryland, hosted by Martha Ruff, head of the Sojourner Truth Room.

The meeting included a tour of the Sojourner Truth Room; presentations on the group's new wiki (https://spaces.umbc.edu/display/mhcc/Home); and a presentation on the Chesapeake Project (http://cdm266901.cdmhost.com/), which is a collaborative project between the Georgetown Law Library and the State Law Libraries of Maryland and Virginia, to harvest and make available state documents from websites in a ContentDM digital asset management system.

The group also discussed ways that they could collaborate on digital projects and formed a subgroup to explore this idea in more detail and talked about ways that the Collaborative could play a role of advocacy for cultural institutions across the state. 
St. Mary's County Government Archives

2009 is Maryland's 375th anniversary. As part of the birthday celebrations, St. Mary's County has kicked off a campaign to welcome travelers and bring interest to the historical resources of Maryland's first settlement areas and her first capital, St. Mary's City. More information on the St. Mary's County website: (http://tour.co.saint-marys.md.us/) and the Maryland 375 website: (http://www.maryland375.com/).
University of Maryland (Baltimore County) - University Archives

The University of Maryland, Baltimore County is hiring a Project Archivist to process the University Archives in preparation for a published history celebrating the insitituion's
50th anniversary in 2016.  For more information, see: http://aok.lib.umbc.edu/employment/ .

From November's Mid-Atlantic Archivist

For the record, since I did not manage to get a Caucus Report to the Steering Committee meeting in November. The following items were included in the Mid-Atlantic Archivist in December.
Baltimore Museum of Art - Special Collections
EAD Finding aids from four of the Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) Archives and Manuscripts can now be accessed via the item records in the BMA’s Library catalogue: http://www.sirsi.net:6622/.  Guides to the Dr. Claribel and Miss Etta Cone Papers, Saidie A. May Papers, Dunton Quilting Collection, and Dr. Henry Barton and Mary Frick Jacobs Papers are available.  Questions about this or other Archives material may be directed to Emily Rafferty, Associate Librarian & Archivist, at erafferty@artbma.org or (443) 573-1780.
Columbia Archives
In celebration of Archives Month, Columbia Archives held an open house on October 15. Special events during the day included: a screening of  "Global Harbors," a "Getting Ready for History Day" presentation and a talk on Oh, You Must Live in Columbia! - the recently released book written and published by Columbia Archives. Global Harbors is a documentary about Baltimore’s Inner Harbor and how it influenced the development of harbors around the world.  Producer Kim Skeen, who had researched the Rouse Company connection at Columbia Archives, was on hand to talk about the experience of making the documentary and to answer questions.  Archivist Robin Emrich coordinated the "Getting Ready for History Day" event by presenting topic ideas that could be researched at the Archives and bringing together Mark Stout, Curriculum Coordinator for Secondary Social Studies for Howard County Public Schools and Coordinator for History Day, who gave an overview of the program, and representatives from the Howard County Historical Society and the Howard County Center of African American Culture who provided an overview of their collections that were available to students. A small audience of students and parents attended and to date two students have followed up to work on projects centering on Jim Rouse. The final event of the open house was an evening talk by Robin and Barbara Kellner, Director of the Archives, about the book Oh, you must live in Columbia! The Origins of Street Names in Columbia, Maryland, which they co-authored with Missy Burke.
Upcoming events: Robin and Barbara continue their book tour in November and December with programs at a local neighborhood center and the Howard County Library. The Annual Columbia BikeAbout, Columbia Archives’ annual historic bike tour is scheduled for May 2, 2009. Columbia Archives will also be launching a new website in January: http://www.columbiaarchives.org .
Maryland State Archives

The Research Department of the Maryland State Archives debuted its new Blacks in Annapolis  website: http://www.mdslavery.net/blacks_annapolis/intro.html on November 1, 2008 in honor of the 144th anniversary of the passage of the 1864 Maryland Constitution which abolished slavery in this border state. The project explores the lives of native born, immigrant enslaved, and free blacks who contributed to over three hundred years of Annapolis history, and it is co-sponsored by the Annapolis City Council who passed a resolution in 2007 issuing a municipal apology expressing regret for Annapolis' involvement in the institution of slavery.

Using federal and municipal census records, county assessments, city maps, and a variety of additional government and private records, Archives' staff studied the landscape, communities, events and citizens of Annapolis from 1800 through 1920. Gleaning information from primary documents and forging it together into a multi-generational, publicly accessible database, the staff has created an invaluable resource for researchers of both local and social history. Blacks in Annapolis will provide a place to reflect on the past of the city, as well as a perspective on the present as viewed through Annapolis’s rich African American history.
University of Maryland (College Park) - University Archives

2008 could be called the "Year of the Book" in the University of Maryland (UM) Archives. In addition to continuing work with a researcher preparing a book on the history of ACC Men’s Basketball, University Archivist Anne Turkos has become deeply involved in the preparation of the centennial history of the UM Bands and the Bands’ new songbook, collaborating with band staff and alumni on photo layouts, caption writing, fact-checking, and editing. She also found time to install an exhibit honoring the Bands’ 100th anniversary in the Audrey Armistead Ruckert Reception Foyer of Hornbake Library. “Musical Milestone: Celebrating the Centennial of the University of Maryland Bands” features images and documents from the Bands’ history and highlights their appearances on the football field, the parade route, and the concert stage.  The exhibit also follows the band behind-the-scenes, sweating through Early Week, rehearsing and recording, and building houses for Habitat for Humanity as part of the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  It will remain on display through May 2009.
University of Maryland Archives resources will also be used heavily in a forthcoming book on Terrapin football. Part of a series of pop-up-style books on college football produced by Whitman Publishing of Atlanta, GA, this new volume will include reproductions of photographs, documents, and memorabilia items from the Archives’ collections.  Publication is scheduled for late summer/early fall 2009.

Amid all that activity, the University Archives has also started a major fundraising effort to preserve its rapidly deteriorating footage of University of Maryland football.  The earliest films are from 1947, and of the approximately 1,500 reels of football footage, 68% show signs of advanced chemical deterioration.  The Archives is collaborating with the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics to gather the funds necessary to begin the conversion of these irreplaceable moving images to more stable formats, with an initial goal of $200,000.

For more information about any of these projects, contact University of Maryland Archivist Anne Turkos (301-405-9060, aturkos@umd.edu).
University of Maryland (College Park) - Mass Digitization Collaborative

The University of Maryland Libraries are part of a 14-library pilot project with PALINET and the Internet Archive to digitize a selection of rare and significant books from the participants' collections and make the electronic versions available via the Internet Archive website.

The program is funded by the PALINET membership and supported in part through a grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. The development of a mass digitization service is the first component of PALINET’s collaborative digital collection strategy. The initial focus is on mass digitization of text.

The University of Maryland Libraries will be submitting eleven reels of microfilm containing the university’s course catalogs from 1859 through 1945 as part of the pilot project. These course catalogs document the early history of the Maryland Agricultural College through the end of World War II and online access to them will be a valuable asset to both researchers and to staff. For more information about this project, please see the PALINET Mass Digitization Collaborative FAQ at http://www.lib.umd.edu/blogs/special/wp-content/uploads/special/cd-faqs-final-9-1-08.pdf.

Caucus Representative 
Rob Jenson
New Jersey
No report submitted.

New York

Grant received to plan for the identification, reformatting and increased access to the Hudson River Valley¹s oral history collections.

Voices of the Hudson Valley: Reformatting and Access Planning Project will identify the numerous and priceless collections of recorded oral histories that document our history and plan for their preservation and reformatting. Using the latest technology, we will explore new ways to share these compelling first person narratives with scholars, students and the public. The resulting plan will benefit hundreds of museums, libraries and cultural heritage institutions by creating guidelines for reformatting, preserving and increased access.

Our first step will be to conduct an Oral History Collections Survey to identify the oral histories that exist in the region and assess the need for preservation, reformatting and access.

Funding for this project was awarded to The Sound and Story Project of the Hudson Valley, Southeastern New York Library Resources Council and the Greater Hudson Heritage Network from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

If you have questions or comments about this project, please visit our wiki at http://voicesofthehudsonvalley.wetpaint.com/ or  e-mail Eileen McAdam, Project Manager at emcadam@hvc.rr.com.

New York Archives Conference set for June 3-5

The New York Archives Conference (NYAC) will host their 2009 Annual Conference at LeMoyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. on June 3-5, 2009. The conference program will include a day of workshops, a plenary speaker, a number of conference sessions of diverse content and interest, a Thursday evening reception, Friday luncheon, and tour offerings. On-campus housing will be available at an inexpensive price for those wishing that option.

Scholarships for attending the conference will again be offered by the organization this year.

Information including the detailed program and scholarship information will be distributed in early 2009.

Kathleen DeLaney from Canisius College and Jane Subramanian from SUNY Potsdam are the conference co-chairs.  

For further information, contact:

Kathleen M. De Laney

Archivist

Canisius College

2001 Main Street

Buffalo, New York 14208

716-888-2530

delaneyk@canisius.edu

Ginny Bolen

Ginny Bolen, long time archivist and librarian in New York’s Capital District, passed away November 19, 2008 at age 60 after a long battle with pancreatic cancer.  Ginny most recently worked at the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library, but served for a number of years as the indefatigable librarian and archivist at the Schenectady County Historical Society.  Her hard work at SCHS led to the society receiving the 2007 New York Board of Regents Award for Excellence in a Historical Records Repository.  Ginny served on the local arrangements committee for the Spring 2005 MARAC conference held in Albany.  

Ginny was a member of the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution), the Schenectady Historical Society and was the Bolen family Scrabble champion. Ginny is survived by her children, Heidi (Adison) Colin, Hilary (Jason) Wallace, Lisa Friedrich and Peter Friedrich; her parents, Chet and Joan Bolen; nine grandchildren and 12 siblings.  The funeral service was held Monday, November 24, at 10:00 a.m. at Pineview Community Church in Albany. To leave a

special message for the family online, visit www.NewcomerAlbany.com.   Ginny has requested that in lieu of flowers any contributions can be made to the Barner Learning Center in c/o Pineview Community Church, 251 Washington Ave. Ext., Albany, NY 12205.

Rockefeller Archive Center

The Rockefeller Archive Center became an independent nonprofit institution on July 1, 2008, severing its relationship with Rockefeller University that went back to the Center's founding 

in 1974.  In June, after 22 years as Executive Director of the Center, Darwin Stapleton became Executive Director Emeritus; the new head of the Center, with the title of President, is Dr. 

Jack Meyers.

State Archives Sponsors 19th Annual Student Research Contest 

Albany, NY -- To encourage students to use historical records, the New York State Archives, a program of the State Education Department, is sponsoring the 19th annual Student Research Awards. The deadline for entry is July 1, 2009 and the contest is open to all New York students in grades 4-12 who use historical records in their research projects.

Three awards are presented each year: grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-12. The awards consist of a framed certificate, a check for $100 from an endowment established by Regent Emerita Laura Chodos and her husband Robert Chodos, an invitation to have lunch with the Regents in Albany, and a behind-the-scenes tour of the State Archives.

Eligible projects are computer-based entries, such as websites or PowerPoint presentations; exhibits; documentaries; performances; research for a historical marker, property or district; and traditional research papers.

Julie Daniels, coordinator of the awards program, explained that in order for an entry to be competitive, a substantial portion of the research should be based on historical records from archives, museums, historical societies, libraries, local governments, or other organizations. She offered some examples of historical records: original letters, diaries, and photographs; meeting minutes; police and court records; ledgers, census records; and wills.

For information about this year’s program, click on “Education” at www.archives.nysed.gov, call (518) 474-6926 or email archedu@mail.nysed.gov. 

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever
Pennsylvania

The latest edition of the PA State Archives Newsletter, Access Archives became available January 20, 2009 and is available on this link:   www.phmc.state.pa.us<http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/>  Scroll down the right side and click on "Access Archives."

Caucus Representative

Linda A. Ries

Virginia
Spring meeting: The Virginia caucus will hold its annual spring meeting at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library in Staunton on Friday, April 3.  There are also tentative plans to visit the archives at the Black Friar Theater in the afternoon. 
SHRAB News 
Governor Timothy M. Kaine reappointed eight board members to the Virginia State Records Advisory Board in November 2008:  Coy Barefoot; Conley L. Edwards, III; Professor Ervin L. Jordan, Jr.; Joyce A. Kistner; Michael Anne Lynn; Amy B. K. Muraca; Frances S. Pollard; and Susan A. Riggs.  In December 2008, the governor appointed a new board member, Dr. Aaron D. Purcell, to replace departing board member Curtis A. Lyons.  Dr. Purcell is the Director of Special Collections at Virginia Tech.
The Virginia State Historical Records Advisory Board meets twice each year to review pending grant proposals.  SHRAB works with record keepers throughout Virginia—at local historical societies, archival institutions, museums, and other organizations—to save endangered records, preserve them, and make them available for all researchers.  

 

Library of Virginia News  (from the official LVA newsletter) 

Budget Shortfall Increases as Revenues Decline
As a result of the state's budget deficit, several bills that would increase state spending were "laid on the table" (one of many methods of killing a bill without killing it) in subcommittee or full committee. The message is clear—any proposal that increases the state's costs will have a tough time this year. The state's revenue picture continues to deteriorate with declines in corporate, withholding, and sales taxes. The deficit is expected to grow by several hundred million dollars by the end of February. One of Governor Kaine's proposals to shrink the shortfall, an increase in the cigarette tax, has been rejected by a House subcommittee. The proposed tax increase was to have generated $148 million to cover Medicaid costs. Virginia faces a $2.9 billion shortfall in Medicaid funding.

On February 8 (the deadline for the money committees to complete work on the Budget Bill), it is expected that the House Appropriations Committee will propose to lower the current budget by $4 billion and the Senate Finance Committee will propose to lower it by $3.2 billion, which is the current revenue loss estimate.

Until both houses of the Assembly finalize their budget bills, it is impossible to know what impact, if any, their amendments to the governor's budget will have on libraries or the Library of Virginia.

Library Launches New Web Sites 
The Library of Virginia Web launched preliminary versions of two new web sites.  The agency site (http://beta.lva.virginia.gov) is organized with sections for the public, government employees, librarians, and educators.  The Library’s newest site, Virginia Memory (http://www.virginiamemory.com), encourages users to explore digital collections regardless of how they are used or presented.  The Library invites users to try out the new Web sites and provide feedback as work is continued on them. 

LVA on YouTube
Early in 2008 the Commonwealth of Virginia negotiated with YouTube (the video-sharing Web site where users can upload, view, and share video clips) to create the first unified state government YouTube channel. The Library of Virginia was one of several state agencies and localities invited to participate under the state's "parent" channel 

In response to that invitation, the Library is creating and uploading content that both highlights and supports our collections and activities. So far the footage includes clips of governors' inaugurations, Virginia musical artists, political campaign videos, summer reading program promotional videos, and two documentaries. In addition to promoting the collections and activities of the Library, some of the videos will directly support educational programs and initiatives that reach out to students and teachers alike. 

Being part of a larger group has its advantages. As a YouTube "power user," government offices in Virginia are permitted to upload longer videos and to add content more frequently. Even though agencies and localities are under the umbrella of the state's channel, each member is allowed to create its own channel complete with banners and text that inform users of the video's originating location. With that in mind, the Library designed banners and logos that clearly identify the source of the videos. To check out the YouTube site and see all of the videos, surf over to http://www.youtube.com/LibraryofVa.

2009 African American Trailblazers Honored with Poster, Exhibition, and Ceremony
In observance of African American History Month, the Library of Virginia, in partnership with Capital One Financial Corporation, is pleased to honor eight distinguished Virginians as African American Trailblazers in Virginia for their contributions to the state and nation. The men and women featured as Trailblazers offer powerful examples of individuals who refused to be defined by their circumstances. Their biographies are a testament to the determination and perseverance displayed by extraordinary people during challenging times. Through education, advocacy, entertainment, or armed rebellion, these individuals demonstrate how African Americans have actively campaigned for better lives for themselves and their people. It is these many contributions that the African American Trailblazers program seeks to share. 

For 2009, the African American Trailblazers in Virginia are: 

· Dangerfield Newby (1820–1859), Culpeper Co., member of John Brown's raiding party 

· Amaza Lee Meredith (1895–1984), Lynchburg and Petersburg, architect 

· Oliver White Hill (1907–2007), Richmond, attorney and civil rights leader 

· Edna Lewis (1916–2006), Orange Co., chef and author 

· Evelyn Thomas Butts (1924–1993), Norfolk, principal in case to invalidate the poll tax 

· Claudia Alexander Whitworth (born 1927), Roanoke, newspaper publisher and humanitarian 

· John Cephas (born 1930), Caroline Co., bluesman and international performer 

· Leland Melvin (born 1964), Lynchburg, astronaut 

Biographies of the honorees will be featured in an exhibition on display at the Library in February; on a poster that has been sent to schools, libraries, and museums across Virginia; and included on an educational Web site for teachers and students. To learn more about these individuals and to explore educational resources about their lives, visit our Web site at http://www.lva.virginia.gov/trailblazers/. 
The 2009 honorees also will be celebrated at an awards ceremony hosted by the Library on February 26. 
Caucus Representative

Catherine OBrion

West Virginia

Joe Geiger was officially named the Director of Archives and History of the State of West Virginia on January 1, 2009. Working at Archives and History since 1998, Joe has worked as the historian, Webmaster, and Assistant Director and had served as the Acting Director for 14 months before being named Director.

 The State Archives and History Division, The Marshall University Archives, and the West Virginia University Archives will have displays set up at West Virginia History Day in the Capitol Building in Charleston on March 5, 2009.

Caucus Representative

Nat DeBruin

