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STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

Delaware

Delaware Historical Society

The Delaware Historical Society Research Library will be closed from March 23 until approximately June 1 for extensive HVAC work.  The librarians will be accessible by telephone or e-mail, but access to collections will be very limited.

Delaware Public Archives

Due to a rapidly increasing budget shortfall, now estimated to be 750 million dollars, the DPA will undergo additional spending cuts.  Research Room hours will be reduced, five part-time employees will be lost, and the governor’s FY 2010 budget proposes that all state employees undergo a ten percent pay cut.

DPA has instituted a traveling exhibit program to extend the life of displays created for our exhibit galleries and to promote a greater knowledge of DPA holdings and the information they contain. The “Revolutionary Delaware” exhibit was installed at the Laurel Public Library and the “17th Century Delaware” exhibit was placed in the Milton Museum. Future plans include the opening of the Vietnam Mailbag exhibit, presently on display in Dover, at the Rehoboth Beach Historical Society Museum from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

On Saturday, May 2, 1:00 p.m. the Delaware Public Archives will sponsor a program entitled “Why Does Delaware Have Such a Strange Shape?”  This is an interactive program which shows how Delaware got its unique boundaries.  Many of the attendees of this program will participate by playing the roles of William Penn, Lord Baltimore, and other historical characters from the 17th and 18th century.

Hagley Library
On April 16 Ross Thompson, University of Vermont, presents his paper, "The Continuity of Wartime Innovation: The Civil War Experience," in the Copeland Room of Hagley Library. Based on broad research on American manufacturing, Thompson explains how the production needs stimulated by the Civil War had a dramatic impact on the productivity of American industries.

Special Collections, University of Delaware

A new exhibit, “Abraham Lincoln: A Bicentennial Celebration,” will be on display January 27 through June 5, 2009. Curated by Timothy D. Murray and Iris R. Snyder, the exhibition celebrates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. Books, manuscripts, photographs, and artwork from Special Collections will be on display. 

Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
Jewish Historical Society of Greater Washington (Washington, D.C.)

Last summer, a screening of the film Refusnik spurred a group of local activists to chronicle the story of their personal involvement in the Soviet Jewry movement of the 1970s and ‘80s. The documentary’s focus was the 30-year Soviet Jewry movement – with emphasis on New York’s activists. After viewing the film, local activists realized that Washington’s important role and impact needed to be documented. Thanks to the efforts of a volunteer community member, we have received donations of papers, photographs, objects, newsclippings, and books from 15 people who were active in the Soviet Jewry movement in the D.C. metropolitan area.  More material is expected and we are excited to add to our growing collection documenting this important part of the community’s history.

George Washington University Archivist G. David Anderson to retire

G. David Anderson, the University Historian and Archivist for The George Washington University, today announced his intention to retire effective July 1, 2009.  Anderson, who began his service as University Archivist at Gelman Library in August 1987, was appointed also to the position of University Historian in 2005.

Anderson has played an extraordinarily prominent role in the life of the GW and Foggy Bottom communities.  In recognition of this service, the Board of Editors of The Cherry Tree, the GW yearbook, dedicated the 2008 edition to him, thanking him for his contributions to “maintaining and preserving the history of the institution” and of The Cherry Tree itself.  

Anderson, a native of Georgia, began his professional career in 1975 in regional libraries in Dublin, Georgia, but shortly moved to Columbus State University in Columbus, Georgia.  In 1985, he was appointed University Archivist and Special Collections Curator in the Colgate University Library, before moving two years later to his current position at GW.  Anderson received the BS and MA degrees in History from Georgia College and State University, the MS in Library and Information Science from Florida State University and a post master’s Certificate of Advanced Study in Archival Management from Denver University.

Through out his long career at GW, Anderson served in various management capacities in the Gelman Library Special Collections Department, including manager of the University Archives.  In addition, he was responsible for assembling and processing university, alumni and faculty papers, arranging exhibits and special events, instructing students in use of primary materials, and teaching selected courses on research techniques.  More recently, he has conducted oral history interviews with selected administrators and faculty who have played prominent roles in GW’s proud history.  This academic year, Anderson has taken a well-earned sabbatical to work on various projects for the Library and University, including expansion of the on-line GW and Foggy Bottom Historical Encyclopedia Project that he initiated a few years ago.

Anderson and his wife, Blanche, are familiar figures at GW athletic events, in particular men’s and women’s basketball games.  Season ticket holders for many years for both teams, Blanche and David are regular attendees at local games, and have been known on occasion to travel to away games, especially when the basketball teams have competed in the NCAA basketball tournaments in March.

Reflecting on Anderson’s career and his contributions to GW, University Librarian Jack Siggins, commented: “Dave Anderson will be sorely missed by the Library and by the GW and Foggy Bottom communities.  His knowledge of their histories and facts has served as a ready-source of information about events leading to the present day.  He will be hard to replace.” 

Persons interested in contacting Dave Anderson may do so by email: cc1821a@gwu.edu.
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
McDaniel College, Westminster, MD

McDaniel College Archives received an American Heritage Preservation grant through IMLS which will allow for repair of seven of the James Thomas Ward (1820-1897) Diaries donated to McDaniel College by Dr. Edwin Lewis in 2006. These volumes (1889-1895) are part of a collection of 39 diaries (1866-1895) of Ward, a Methodist minister who was a founder and first President of McDaniel College. Repairing these seven volumes will make the entire collection available to scholars, students, genealogists, local historians, and others who want to use them. 

Montgomery County Archives

The County Archives has begun conversion of a collection of reel-to-reel tapes to digital format, thanks to the efforts of Jeremy Sullivan, a University of Maryland PhD Candidate, and Allan Rough, Director of the Non-Print Media Division of the University of Maryland's Special Collections. The tapes are part of a collection of master tapes of "Montgomery County Comments," a current events program produced by the County Office of Information that aired on the radio from 1969 to 1980. The tapes have been in the Archives for nearly twenty years, but inaccessible to researchers due to the lack of equipment to create access copies. In addition to the immediate digitization of 113 of the tapes, the resulting procedures will allow the Archives to digitize other programs on demand as requested by patrons. The goal is to make the audio files directly accessible via the web-based finding aid.
University of Baltimore, Langsdale Library - Special Collections

The Baltimore ’68: Riots & Rebirth shared the Outstanding Public History Project Award given at the National Council of Public History’s award luncheon on April 3 held during the organizations 2009 conference in Providence, Rhode Island. At the conference Tom Hollowak participated on panel discussing the creation of the website for the Special Collections Department at the University of Baltimore. 
University of Maryland (Baltimore County) - University Archives

Jeff Karr has joined the Special Collections department at UMBC as a part-time project archivist. Jeff is working on processing a selection of the University Archives as part of a campus-wide initiative to prepare for our 50th anniversary in 2016. Jeff also serves as the archivist for the
American Society for Microbiology Archives Collections, which are housed at UMBC.

Caucus Representative 

Rob Jenson
New Jersey
Good News for CAPES
The CAPES (Caucus Archival Projects Evaluation Service) has successfully received grant funding of $9,000. Given the tight economic situation in the State this is really good news. The program had essentially been on hold since the beginning of the year while we waited for the funds to clear and arrive. With our funding back in place CAPES will be able to continue its program of offering its free evaluation services to small repositories and collections around the State. This is exceptionally good news given the fact that CAPES is celebrating its 20th anniversary over the past year. The program was established in December of 1988 and its first  site visits and evaluations took place in the Spring of 1989. Let me take a moment to thank, and congratulate, all those who have taken part in this program. All of you have helped to preserve and transmit New Jersey's heritage for the future. 

Dale Patterson
NJ Caucus Chair and CAPES Director

Monmouth County Archives
MR-MARC (Municipal Records at Monmouth County Archives and Records Center) was initiated in March 2008.  Through this program, municipalities in Monmouth County are eligible to deposit up to 10 cubic feet of historical records in the Monmouth County Archives and Record Center. The municipalities retain ownership of the records, which may be used for research at the Archives.  Municipalities decide which records to deposit so the types of records vary from town to town. To date, nine municipalities have deposited records and several more are expected to deliver in April 2009. Guides to the records are available on the Archives' web site at

http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=2642  The program was made possible through the installation of compact shelving funded by the P.A.R.I.S. grant program administered by the NJ Division of Archives and Records Management.

Gary D. Saretzky

Archivist, County of Monmouth

Plainfield Public Library, Local History and Special Collections, Plainfield, NJ
Our Local History Department is pleased to announce the donation by The Courier News of its entire photography collection. This opportunity came when the newspaper moved out of its Bridgewater headquarters. The size of this collection is approximately 40 linear feet. This is an important new acquisition which will be invaluable to New Jersey researchers. Some of the photographs go back to the turn of the century and include such well-known early photographers as Guillermo Thorn, Paul Revere Collier, and Henry Morse. These will be added to our already large Plainfield historical photography collection of 20,000 images. At present the Courier News collection has not been counted, indexed, or catalogued. Therefore access to these photographs will be limited to use by the Plainfield Local History librarians.
In addition to the photography collection, the Courier News donated their obituary files and Plainfield History vertical files. Librarians throughout the area gathered to browse through the valuable pieces of history relevant to each area’s Local History collection. Donation of this material is particularly valuable because most material is identified, dated and arranged, while the Courier News microfilm has no index. Our sincere thanks goes to Paul Grzella, managing editor of the Courier News and Home News, who had the vision to save these collections for New Jersey history and took the time to make sure that each would be preserved for posterity. For information about this gift or Plainfield History please contact jessica.myers@plfdpl.info or 908-757-1111 ext.136.


 McIntire Project at Princeton Theological Seminary
Princeton Theological Seminary Special Collections is pleased to announce the hiring of Bob Golon as full time project archivist working on the processing of the Carl McIntire Papers. A two-year project, the McIntire collection consists of over 600 record storage cartons of materials, the largest single donation of papers that have come to the Seminary since its founding in 1812. A former Princeton Seminary student, McIntire was a founder of the Bible Presbyterian Church denomination and served a congregation in Collingswood, New Jersey, for many years. He was also founder and president of the International Council of Christian Churches, publisher of The Christian Beacon newspaper, and the radio host of the Twentieth Century Reformation Hour. Often controversial in his fundamentalist and conservative approach, McIntire described his life as “a Testimony to Christ and a Witness for Freedom.” 

 
Upon completion of the project, the Carl McIntire papers will be a rich resource for students and researchers who seek information on Protestant religious fundamentalism within the context of 20th Century American history. Funding for this project has been provided through a generous grant from the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations of Jacksonville, Florida.

Seton Hall University 
The Archives & Special Collections Center has been featured in an article entitled: "Cultural and Historical Gifts" found within the most recent issue of Seton Hall University Magazine (Winter/Spring 2009). This text highlights various new acquisitions including a group of books devoted to the life and lessons of Abraham Lincoln and noted Puerto Rican poet Trina Padilla De Sanz among other items of interest.   

This winter and spring has been a busy period for the New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission Speakers Bureau where various members have been engaged in presentations on various aspects of church history statewide.  Recent talks were delivered by Father Augustine Curley and Sister Margherita Marchione who are both long-time members of this body.  More information about the Speakers Bureau, the organization in general and to be added to the Commission mailing list please feel free to contact Alan Delozier, Executive Director by e-mail at - delozial@shu.edu 

The Archives & Special Collections Internet site continues to add content on a regular basis in order to make this site even more interactive and data-intensive than ever before. Our homepage can be access via the following URL - http://library.shu.edu/sc-homepage.htm 

Submitted by Alan Delozier, Director & University Archivist

Newark Museum
Renowned art historian Carol Duncan will speak on pioneering librarian and museum director John Cotton Dana at the Newark Museum on Wednesday, April 22nd at 2:00 pm. An afternoon tea and book signing will follow.

Carol Duncan is professor emeritus of art history at Ramapo College in New Jersey. An expert in the history of museums in the United States, she is author of numerous books and articles. Her most recent work is entitled "How to Have A Museum With Brains": John Cotton Dana and the Making of A Democratic Culture in America (Periscope, 2009).

In this critical study, Duncan examines the work of John Cotton Dana, best known as the director of the Newark Public Library from 1902 to 1929 and of the Newark Museum from 1909 to 1929. She is particularly interested in the tension between Dana "the democratic idealist who fought the powerful upper class of his city" and Dana "[the] ideologue who advanced upper-class agendas." Dana himself was "convinced that he could serve the cultural interests of all classes without compromise" -- a conviction that Duncan questions.

In the course of eight chapters, Duncan discusses the young Dana as a man "struggling to throw off a detested New England upbringing and remake himself as a free-thinking intellectual;" the professional Dana whose modernization and democratization program reshaped American public libraries; and the established Dana who "endeavored to create a progressive museum [as] an equivalent to his reformed library." Much of her book is devoted to his career as the director of The Newark Museum, where he "staged exhibitions ... that challenged conventional distinctions between art, craft and industrial design" and where he was "determined to establish the museum as a force within the new consumer economy."

This book is a welcomed addition to the scholarship on John Cotton Dana and The Newark Museum. Unlike earlier biographies, which have been celebratory in tone, this one situates the man in his times and adds significantly to the existing studies of the Progressive Era. It should make the man and his institutions better known to a wider audience and it should encourage all thinking individuals to reflect seriously on the role of libraries, museums, and other cultural institutions in the democratic world of today.

The Newark Museum is pleased to have Professor Carol Duncan speak to its diverse constituencies about the innovative work of its founding director during its centennial celebrations. And we invite you and your colleagues to attend this important event.

New York
New York’s Connecting to Collections Survey

The New York State Education Department’s Office of Cultural Education, which includes the New York State Archives, New York State Museum, and New York State Library, is leading an Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS) project surveying the preservation needs of New York State’s cultural heritage community.  

A “Connecting to Collections” survey, completed by cultural repositories on January 31, 2009, examined the risks to historical collections, preservation challenges, and the need for training and education in collections care.  The results will formulate a preservation plan detailing needs and recommending actions containing the timeframe, responsibilities, outcomes, and budget.  The results will drive action, fundraising, legislation, and strong advocacy for preservation in New York.  

Special Lincoln Issue of New York Archives Magazine

The New York State Archives and the Archives Partnership Trust released the Winter 2009 special issue of New York Archives magazine with guest editor, Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer.  This special issue brings together eight scholars and authors examining President Lincoln through his connections to New York State.

Harold Holzer’s thoughtful selections of excerpts from Lincoln’s writings document his evolution from presidential candidate into commander-in-chief.  James Oliver Horton examines Lincoln through the eyes of Frederick Douglass.  Craig L. Symonds looks at the construction of the USS Monitor in Brooklyn.  James M. McPherson writes about Lincoln’s wartime visit to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.  Frank J. Williams explores Lincoln’s debate with Albany Democrats about constitutional constraint and executive power.  Hans L.Trefousse argues that Lincoln’s fame was realized long before his death.  Catherine Clinton writes about Mary Lincoln and the Civil War-era culture and commerce in New York City.  William Kennedy describes Lincoln’s two visits to Albany in 1861 and 1865.

The New York Archives magazine is available for purchase at www.nysarchivestrust.org or contact aptrust@mail.nysed.gov. 

Disaster Preparedness Training for Essential Records

The New York State Archives is participating in a three-year, $2.6 million grant received by the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) for the Intergovernmental Preparedness for Essential Records (IPER) project, which will train state and local governments how to protect records before, during, and after disasters and emergencies.  A special focus will be given to records essential for the resumption of governmental operations.

New Publication on Developing a Policy to Manage Email

The New York State Archives has issued a new publication, “Developing a Policy for Managing Email,” which brings together current principles and best practices for state agencies and local governments to develop internal policies to manage email.  The publication also provides three models that state agencies and local governments of any size can use to create their own policies on managing email.

The publication includes sections on principles and best practices, policy components, and model policies for small and medium-sized local governments and large state agencies. 

The publication is available for free on the New York State Archives website (www.archives.nysed.gov) or contact archpubs@mail.nysed.gov. 

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever
Pennsylvania

Penn State University, University Park

Dr. Susan Hamburger has added a fourth SAA workshop, Using Oral Histories: Publications, Exhibits, Internet, to the schedule of PHMC‑funded workshops for Friday, June 19.  Interested attendees should check the Web site, www.libraries.psu.edu/saaworkshops/ for the registration form and details.  As usual, the workshop is open to all, and Pennsylvania residents/employees pay the scholarship rate of $20.  We can accommodate about 15 people at the scholarship rate so please contact Sue Hamburger at sxh36@psu.edu or 814‑865‑1756 to reserve a space.

Pennsylvania State Archives

Save the Date!  The annual PHMC Archives and Records Management Seminar will be held from 9:00am‑4:00pm Wednesday October 14, 2009 at the Four Points by Sheraton, Harrisburg.  The conference broke all previous attendance records last year, and this year promises to be just as successful. Planned are sessions on the Right to Know Law, Replevin, electronic records management, and more!  More information will be shared as the program is finalized. For more information contact Josh Stahlman at jostahlman@state.pa.us<mailto:jostahlman@state.pa.us> or call 717‑772‑3257.

Archives Without Tears: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission presents archival training for historical records repositories.

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Heritage Society(r) and The State Historical Records Advisory Board is offering two‑day archival training sessions at sites across the state. The training is tailored towards organizations on limited budgets, and can include local historical societies, libraries, archives, genealogical facilities, museums, academic establishments, civic groups, churches, and corporations. The sessions will address common archival issues and will enable repositories to deal more effectively with providing access to their records, while also preserving them. Day one will primarily consist of The Basics of Archives, adapted from the American Association of State and Local History's program, which will touch on numerous topics relevant to historical records repositories. The day will be rounded out with PHMC Grant Writing Tips and Overview. Day two will be divided between Disaster Planning for Historical and Vital Records, and Photographs and Special Media, Preservation and Care. Presenters are Archivists Jerry Ellis, Josh Stahlman and Linda Ries, and they can also be available to answer specific questions about individual issues.

The schedule:  May 19‑20: Lycoming County Historical Society, Taber Museum,<http://www.tabermuseum.org/> Williamsport;  June 9‑10: St. Vincent College, Fred M. Rogers Center <http://www.fredrogerscenter.org/contact‑us> Latrobe (presented in conjunction with the Westmoreland County Historical Society<http://www.starofthewest.org/> and St. Vincent College's Public History Department<http://www.stvincent.edu/schools4/our_program/public_history>); and June 16‑17: Chester County Historical Society Cultural Center <http://www.cchs‑pa.org/culturalcenter.php> West Chester

For more information contact:  Josh Stahlman at jostahlman@state.pa.us<mailto:jostahlman@state.pa.us> or call 717‑772‑3257.
Caucus Representative

Linda A. Ries

Virginia
The Virginia caucus held its annual meeting April 3 in Staunton.  Dr. Heidi Hackford, Director of the Woodrow Wilson Library and Archives, gave a talk about recent acquisitions and the designation of the site as a presidential library.   We also toured the Blackfriars Playhouse.  Sarah Enloe, Head of Research and Academic Resources, talked with us about organizing an archives at the theater.  Members from Roanoke, Charlottesville, Fredericksburg, and Richmond attended.  

Caucus members have begun organizing Archives Month 2009.  Conley Edwards and Jennifer McDaid have applied for a grant to help support the poster and other activities.  The Museum of the Confederacy will host a Richmond history and archives fair and lunchtime speaker at the Museum of the Confederacy October 14.  Historian and University of Richmond president Ed Ayers will speak.

The Virginia Association of Museums received an IMLS 50-states collections care planning grant.  MARAC is a participating institution representing archives in the grant application.   

The Library of Virginia launched new web sites April 7. 
Caucus Representative

Catherine OBrion

West Virginia
The West Virginia Caucus welcomed two new members this spring; Kevin Fredette of West Virginia University and Denette Adams of the Treasury Departments Bureau of Public Debt.  This equates to a 20% increase in the Caucus membership!
West Virginia History Day was held at the WV State Capitol in Charleston on March 5, 2009.  Several county and municipal historical societies, private and public institutions, and academic institutions set up displays in the capitol to highlight their holdings and collections.
Caucus Representative

Nat DeBruin
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