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Business Meeting

Saturday, April 18, 2009
Charleston, WV
MINUTES
Call to Order 

Susan McElrath called the Business Meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. and the members approved the agenda.
Approval of Fall Business Meeting Minutes
Nancy Melley moved, and Sue Hamburger seconded, to approve the Fall Business Meeting minutes.  The members approved the minutes. 
Chair’s Report

Susan McElrath provided a brief update on MARAC’s administrative operations.   Catherine Lamoureux is no longer MARAC’s administrator as of April 1, 2009.  Her responsibilities are being handled by MARAC’s officers until a new administrator is in place.
At its winter meeting, Steering Committee approved a proposal to have Dickinson College host MARAC’s next administrator starting in May 2009 through July 2010.  Susan signed the agreement with Dickinson in March and we are currently accepting applications for the position.  A small group of MARAC members will review all of the applications and conduct interviews after this conference with the goal of having our new administrator start in May.

We selected an interim solution to give us time to re-evaluate MARAC’s needs and to explore alternative methods of providing administrative services.  We successfully migrated our membership database to Member-Clicks, a web-accessible membership management tool, in February.  We are aiming to launch several new services such as online renewals and conference registration and bulletin boards in June or July. Members will receive regular updates on our progress.

Susan thanked the four at-large officers, Ed Galvin, Megan McShea, Diana Shenk, and Cheryl Stadel-Bevans, for their service to MARAC.  MARAC is fortunate to have a large and skilled pool of individuals to call upon for the many committees and offices.  Susan encouraged anyone who is interested to consider volunteering.  It is a great way to meet people and learn new skills.

Susan stated that she is deeply honored to have been elected Chair of MARAC.   She is confident that her successor will prove an adept leader of our organization.  MARAC has provided her with a broad array of leadership opportunities, educational experiences, and friendships for which she truly grateful.  She hopes that everyone will feel as welcome and at home as she does.

Vice Chair’s Report

Jennie Levine welcomed attendees to Charleston. Our next meeting is scheduled for October 29-31, 2009 at the Westin, Jersey City, New Jersey.
The Spring meeting will be in Wilmington, DE from 29 April to 1 May, 2010. The Program Committee is recruiting members. We are planning to hold the Fall 2010 meeting in Harrisburg, PA for Fall 2010. Jennie reported that this meeting well attended with 185 registrants. 

Debra Basham, Local Arrangements co-chair, stated that she is delighted with the turnout. Debra thanked Rebecca Ebert, Jim Byers (vendors), Becky Collier (scheduling), Michelle Tourney (dining guide, breakfast tickets), and thanked a host of helpers.
Arian Ravanbakhsh, Program Committee co-chair, thanked committee members.

Jennie thanked everyone involved and encouraged members to participate in future Local Arrangement Committees and Program Committees.

Treasurer’s Report

Jim Gerencser gave the budget report for the Second Quarter. Investments continued to turn a profit; however, in reviewing the budget trends over the past 10 years Jim reported that MARAC has lost money and is depending on conferences for income. MARAC is looking at a potential dues increase. Jim noted that the electronic distribution of the Mid-Atlantic Archivist has cut our costs. The Finance committee is looking at the budget. 

Jim presented a motion from the Finance Committee to moving the fiscal year to begin on July 1. The reason behind this action is to separate the Fall Conference from the membership dues renewal. Membership approved the motion.  
Awards Announcements and Presentations

Finding Aid Awards

Mary Manning , chair, thanked the committee and announced the awards.
First place, Miller Award ($250.00):

Institution: Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution 
Collection: Oscar Bluemner Papers

Second Place ($100.00):

Institution: Special Collections, Carrier Library, JMU Libraries & Educational Technologies, James Madison University 

Collection: A Guide to the Shenandoah Valley Oral History Project, 2005‑2006

Third Place (tie, $75.00 each)

Institution: Rutgers University Libraries, Special Collections and University Archives

Collection: Inventory to the Papers of Harrison A. Williams, Jr.

Third Place (tie, $75.00 each)

Institution: Rutgers University Libraries, Special Collections and University Archives 

Collection: Inventory to the Lenox, Incorporated, Records, 1889‑2005: Introduction 

Distinguished Service Award

Geof Huth, chair, thanked committee and announced Jodi Koste is the recipient of the 2009 MARAC Distinguished Service Award.
Service Awards

Susan McElrath presented the following service awards:

Danna Bell-Russel for service as co-chair of the Silver Spring Program Committee
Sharmila Bhatia for service as co-chair of the Silver Spring Program Committee
Karen Fishman for service as co-chair of the Silver Spring Local Arrangements Committee
Mary Mannix for service as co-chair of the Silver Spring Local Arrangements Committee

Jessica Tanny for service as webmaster

Scholarships
Susan McElrath announced the scholarship awards:

Marsha Trimble MARAC Meeting Scholarship, $400:
Cara Griggs 
MARAC Meeting Travel Assistance Awards, $250:

Erin Uhl 
Nominations and Elections Committee Report

Geof Huth, chair, thanked the committee and thanked the candidates for running. Geof announced the winners:

Chair: Danna Bell-Russel

Vice-Chair: Mary K. Mannix

Members at Large: Jennie A. Levine, Dan Linke, Valerie A. Metzler, Charlotte Sturm

Arline Custer Award Committee: Erin Corley, Michelle Tourney

Distinguished Service Award Committee: Jim Cassedy, Peter Wosh

Nominations and Elections Committee: Debra Basham, Ed Galloway, Amy Schindler (chair)

Old Business

None
New Business

None
Invitation to the Fall 2009 Conference in Jersey City, NJ
Ron Becker gave a presentation on Jersey City, NJ. 
Announcements and Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 9:32 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharmila Bhatia

Secretary
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