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Delaware

Delaware Historical Society

The Library’s latest exhibit, “Be True to Your School,” will run through spring 2010. The three words High School Days conjure up vivid memories. No matter what school we attended, it seems the high school experience is a shared one for us. From Delmar High School in the south to Concord High School in the north, and for every school in between, the Historical Society is delighted to share items from both our library and museum collections in this trip down memory lane.
Delaware Public Archives

The Archives has started to produce a series of informational YouTube videos.  The first two are on vital statistics and the 1787 U. S. Constitution ratification document.

Hagley Library

The Hagley Fall Conference is "Understanding Markets: Information, Institutions, and History" on Friday and Saturday, October 30 and 31. The conference celebrates the opening of the papers of Ernest Dichter, a pioneer in the field of market research. The conference is co-sponsored by Hagley and the German Historical Institute.

University of Delaware Special Collections

The current exhibit, “ABC, An Alphabet Exhibition,” displays a wide range of books with an alphabet theme. Included are typography books, calligraphy and writing manuals, children's books, fine press and artists' books, and miniature books.  Curated by Iris Snyder, the exhibit runs until December 18, 2009.

Winterthur

From the traditional to the fantastic, images of holiday cheer filled Victorian Christmases. “Good Tidings to You: Victorian Christmas Ephemera,” an exhibition of printed materials from Christmases in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, explores the artistry and creativity of greeting cards, books, sheet music, calendars, and more, and discovers what they tell us about the time in which they were created and enjoyed. All items in the exhibition are from the John and Carolyn Grossman Collection, a landmark collection of some 250,000 items that visually document life in America from 1820 to 1920, currently housed in the Winterthur Library.

Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
Archives Fair

The MARAC DC Caucus and the National Archives Assembly co-sponsored the 13th annual Washington, D.C., Metropolitan Area Archives Fair. Regional archivists and archival repositories connected in this daylong event to celebrate Archives Week by sharing information about our diverse collections. Jason R. Baron, Director of Litigation for NARA spoke about the legal implications of the government preserving new 21st century forms of electronic records.  

Historical Society of Washington, D.C.

The Historical Society of Washington, D.C. is pleased to announce that Kathleen Brown has joined their staff as Project Archivist, a position supported by an NHPRC "Archives-Basic Projects" grant. 

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division  

News bits are posted at, http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/whatsnew.html 

(1) Historic American Buildings Survey 75th Anniversary - Webcast A symposium held on November 14, 2008, marked the 75th anniversary of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), America's first federal historic preservation program. A morning session, "Celebrating the Past and Present," featured four speakers who highlighted the origins and development of HABS. Two speakers in the afternoon session, "HABS: Planning for the Future," discussed opportunities and challenges, particularly in light of new technologies. 

(2)  About the World War I Posters

"About the Collection" information available through the Prints & Photographs Online Catalog discusses the background and scope of the World War I posters with links to related resources. 

(3) Exhibition:  Herblock!

Oct. 13, 2009 - May 1, 2010

Jefferson Building, 2nd floor, South Gallery Opening on the hundredth birthday of the four-time Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist, the exhibition displays 82 of Herbert Block's drawings. The drawings span a 72-year career during which Block influenced public opinion and jarred the lives of many elected officials

National Historic Public Records Commission

Mid-Atlantic News from the NHPRC

The National Historical Publications and Records Commission awarded seven grants in the Spring of 2009 for historical records projects in the Mid-Atlantic.  These grants represent a range of processing projects along with the new State and National Archival Partnership (SNAP) program.  The following organizations received awards:

Archives: Basic

Historical Society of Washington, D.C.

Washington, DC







$155,500

To support a two-year project to improve access to its archival collections, including uncovering 700 cubic feet of “hidden” collections, such as documents on the “Reading is Fundamental” program, the papers of Mary Day, founder of the Washington Ballet, and the Records of the Anacostia Coordinating Council.

National Federation of the Blind 
Baltimore, MD







$125,000

To support a two-year project to process the records of its founder, Jacobus tenBroek, and the organization’s records beginning in 1940.  The National Federation of the Blind is the oldest and largest organization of blind people in the United States, and tenBroek was a leader in a variety of civil rights movement, including advocacy for equal treatment of the visually-impaired..

Archives: Detailed Processing

New-York Historical Society

New York, NY







$47,256

To support a project to process the records of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co., the country’s oldest and largest privately-owned bank, from 1825 to the late 1960s.  The collection documents not only the operations of the bank, but such historical topics as slavery, the increasing involvement of the United States in Central America in the mid-19th century, and the effect of the Civil War on the people of New York City.

New York University

New York, NY







$196,440

To support a two-year project, on behalf of the Tamiment Library, to arrange, describe, and preserve the photograph morgue of a half-million images from the Daily Worker and Daily World newspapers.  These photos document social conditions and protest movements of the 20th century 

Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation

New York, NY







$140,400

To support a two-year project to describe five of the Guggenheim Museum’s most used archival collections and to digitize selected papers and audio materials for online access.  The papers of the first three directors of the Museum—Hilla Rebay, James Johnson Sweeney, and Thomas Messer—will be arranged and describing, providing insight into the history of modern art in America.

SNAP Grants

New York State Education Department




$62,632

To support the development of online tools on collections security, a security curriculum, and nine workshops on archival security by the state historical records advisory board.

Library of Virginia







$19,994

To support basic activities of the state historical records advisory board, including outreach programs on preserving Virginia’s documentary heritage.

New rounds of grant opportunities in Basic and Detailed processing should be available next Spring, with a deadline of October 2010.  The next SNAP application deadline is March 4, 2010.

Also watch the NHPRC website (www.archives.gov/nhprc) for announcements regarding conference calls for possible applicants for Digitizing Historical Records and Electronic Records projects.  New grant announcements will be available in early December 2009.  

Sign up for NHPRC News, a bi-monthly e-newsletter by sending an e-mail to keith.donohue@nara.gov with the subject line of "NHPRC News Subscribe" 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs recently acquired a 1933 commemorative photographic album created for General Frank T. Hines, the first and longest-tenured Administrator for our predecessor agency, the Veteran's Administration. The scrapbook contains roughly 200 large black and white photographs of early VA hospitals and staff and provides a rare glimpse of the government's massive hospital construction program that started in 1919 to provide medical and rehabilitative care to World War One veterans. One photo of the East Orange, NJ, hospital shows a dirigible flying overhead. Hines served as director of the Veterans Bureau, one of VA's antecedents, from 1923-1945 and this scrapbook was created for his 10th anniversary. The scrapbook was recently professionally scanned by Dodge Color and will eventually be available on-line.
 

We are trying to reclaim our "lost" heritage. If anyone has postcards, documents, records, photographs, or related materials pertaining to VA or its ancestral agencies (Veterans Administration, Veterans Bureau, Public Health Service veterans hospitals, Bureau of War Risk Insurance, and National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers) that don't fit their collections, we would love to have them. This includes materials on properties that VA no longer owns such the hospitals at Marlin, Texas and Ft. Lyons, Colorado.
 
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
Goucher College
Special Collections and Archives at Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland acquired the Chrystelle Trump Bond Dance and Sheet Music Collection (1820-1960). The collection includes over one thousand pieces of American and European dance sheet music, and hundreds of dance programs, dance instruction manuals, rare books, and various portfolios of prints and periodical literature documenting social and theatrical dance in America since the early 19th century. It also includes the papers of ballerina Lillian Moore (1911-1967), whose dance research files are held at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts.
Dr. Bond, Professor of Dance at Goucher since 1963, developed the collection to be used as teaching tool documenting the reconstruction of historical dances. She purchased scores that feature instructions accompanied by engraved or lithographed illustrations of steps and formations, and instruction manuals by dancing masters that more fully describe the various dance genres. The lithographic covers represent the leading artists and printmakers of the day, such as Nathaniel Currier in America and John Brandard in England.
The processing of the collection is supported by the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR), which awarded the library a $200,000 grant under a national program funded by the Andrew W. Mellon foundation to identify and catalog hidden special collections and archives. 
Sisters of Bon Secours USA Archives
The Sisters of Bon Secours USA seek the talents of a writer to develop an update of their history from 1981 to 2010.  The historic publication being commissioned will describe the activities and personalities of a small but dynamic religious community located in the mid-Atlantic region of the east coast.
The Sisters of Bon Secours is an international congregation of Catholic women who bring to the world "Good Help to Those in Need".  We participate in Jesus' mission by revealing God's compassion, healing and liberation to all whom we meet and serve.  We are a vowed community of progressive women of the Church, practicing our healing and spiritual ministry through varied health care services.
In 1981 the Sisters of Bon Secours celebrated a centennial of ministry in the United States with a 320 page history book.  As good stewards, we intend to bring our U.S. history current with a publication of our ministries for the years 1981-2010.  Our aim is to record our work in the United States through the reconfiguration of our Congregation’s international governance.
We ask you to prayerfully consider writing our historical update, or to invite someone you know with the gift of authorship to consider this undertaking. We would be pleased to send our RFP/project needs to any ACWR member or any editor/author an ACWR member identifies.
For further information please contact Sr. Mary Shimo, CBS at: cbsarchives@bshsi.org or 410-442-3111 by January 15, 2010.
Thurgood Marshall Law Library (University of Maryland School of Law)

The Thurgood Marshall Law Library has released several new online resources in the African Americans in the Law Special Collections. The first of these is a multi-part introduction to materials in the Larry Gibson Collection. Professor Larry S. Gibson has played a leadership role in the campaigns of many Maryland and national politicians beginning with his first effort organizing the campaign of Joseph Howard for Judge on the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City in 1968. Success in the Howard campaign was followed by work on the local campaigns of Milton Allen, William H. Murphy, Paul Chester, Wayne Curry and Kurt Schmoke. At the national level he has worked on the presidential campaigns of George McGovern, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton. The website – Crafting Victories – features documents, images, audio and video from this extraordinarily rich collection of Maryland and Baltimore political history.  - http://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/specialcollections/craftvic/
The Library has launched two new image galleries via the Law School’s Digital Commons project. The first focuses on campaign images from the Gibson collection while the second collection focuses on photographs from the Baltimore City Chapter of the NAACP. http://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/special_collections/
The Library has partnered with Maryland Public Television to provide access to the 2001 documentary – Color at the Bar. This hour-long video presentation created by MPT and the Monumental Bar Association effectively tells the story of how African American lawyers secured the right to practice law in Maryland.  http://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/specialcollections/aalsc/index.html  
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
The Albin O. Kuhn Library and Gallery has launched their Digital Collections. The website includes selections from the University Archives and Library's Photography Collections, including the Lewis Hine photographs:  http://contentdm.ad.umbc.edu/
University of Maryland, University Archives

 The University of Maryland Archives is involved in several exciting projects this fall.  Their “What in the World?” photo caption contest running throughout the semester has thus far been a great success, engaging UM students, faculty, staff, and alumni with some of the Archives’ wackiest images.  Check out the photos and the contest winners thus far on the Archives’ blog at: http://www.lib.umd.edu/blogs/univarch_exhibits/ and join in the fun!  The Archives also partnered with the UM Alumni Association to create a second exhibit, celebrating the Class of 1959, for Homecoming on October 16 and 17.  An online version of this exhibit will be mounted on Flickr soon, joining the “Musical Milestone” exhibit on the history of the UM Bands program installed over the summer. 

Acting Assistant University Archivist Jason Speck is collaborating with staff in the University’s Memorial Chapel on an internship program designed to uncover biographical information for the 209 veterans listed in the Chapel’s memorial book; this data will be incorporated into a website the Chapel plans to mount to feature this beautiful artifact and to honor those members of the UM community who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their country.  Scans of the Memorial Book are already available in the UM Libraries’ digital collection entitled University AlbUM (http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/album.jsp) and an article about the internship recently appeared in the UM faculty and staff newsletter “Between the Columns” (http://betweenthecolumns.umd.edu/2009/10/07/behindnames/)  

The UM Archives is also pleased to announce the publication of two books commemorating the 100th anniversary of the UM Bands, Musical Ambassadors of Maryland: A Centennial Celebration and Songs of Maryland: A Centennial Edition, the culmination of two long years of hard work by University Archivist Anne Turkos and UM Bands’ Historian Richard Taylor.
Caucus Representative 

Rob Jenson
New Jersey
Monmouth County Archives

The exhibit, Monmouth County in the Great Depression, was on view in the Monmouth County Library in Manalapan for the month of October.   Topics covered included the S.S. Morro Castle, Jersey Homesteads (renamed Roosevelt in 1945), and WPA projects, among others, with documents and photographs from the Monmouth County Archives, New Jersey State Archives, Newark Public Library, and other repositories.  In connection with the exhibit, on October 7, Monmouth County Archivist Gary Saretzky gave a lecture on FSA photographers Edwin and Louise Rosskam, who lived in Roosevelt. 

Archives and History Day on October 10 featured 61 history organizations with exhibit tables, a CAPES seminar with Coordinator Elizabeth Shepard, and a keynote address on Monmouth County in the Great Depression by Professor Mark Wasserman of Rutgers University.  Archives and History Day also included a showing of the video, Jersey Homesteads‑in the Architectural Vanguard (2008), introduced by Ben Johnson, who wrote, produced, narrated and co‑directed and co‑edited it with Fletcher Grayson of Graymedia.   The annual Jane Clayton Award was presented to Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone of Monmouth Battlefield State Park and the Roger McDonough Award was presented to archivist and historian David Mitros, who recently retired from the Morris County Heritage Commission. 

Rutgers University

Rutgers University Libraries and the New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance, on Thursday October 22, 2009, sponsored a celebration for the publication of "Mapping New Jersey: An Evolving Landscape" by the Rutgers University Press.  Editors in chief Maxine Lurie and Peter Wacker and cartographer Michael Segal were present to discuss the project.

"Mapping New Jersey: An Evolving Landscape" is the first interpretive atlas of the state in more than a century.  Tracing the changes in environment, land use patterns, demography, transportation, economy, and politics over the course of four centuries, "Mapping New Jersey" illuminates the state's transformation from a simple agricultural society to a post‑industrial and culturally diverse place inhabited by more people per acre than anyone else in the country.

Newark Public Library
Special Collections

New Acquisitions

1. "John Cotton Dana, Librarian, Newark Public Library, Director, Newark Museum" ca. 1929 scrapbook of newsclippings and ephemera pertaining to the death of John Cotton Dana.  Gift of Timothy J. Crist.
2. Gifts from Glen Ridge artist Joseph Konopka

a.      [Fine prints] About 25 drawings/collages, sketches and a constructed book tied into his work Art People Cut Out Series, which features a variety of people in the New Jersey art field (including NPL’s William J. Dane) ca. 1980-1988.

b.       [Fine prints] Group of about 25 various woodcuts and lithographs.

c.       [Manuscript] Four sketchbooks of the artist.
3. Nelsen, R. Arvid, ed.  A Commemorative Keepsake Volume Celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section of the Association of College and Research Libraries…, [Chicago]: ALA, ACRL, RBMS, 2009.  Gift of the RBMS

 New Jersey through Artists’ Eyes: Garden State Iconography exhibit
Curated by William J. Dane and Chad Leinaweaver
September 28 – December 31, 2009
Main Library, Third Floor Gallery, 5 Washington Street, Newark, NJ
Referred to as the barrel tapped at both ends or by its various highway exits (as opposed to its actual towns, landmarks, and scenery), New Jersey has consistently had its own imagery overshadowed, mimicked, or at worst, ignored. However, artists born, raised, or residing off of those exit ramps, have long made a career out of documenting various iconography of the state. Some of those artists collected by the Newark Public Library has collected over its 120-year history are on view in New Jersey Through Artists' Eyes: Garden State Iconography. 

 

The featured artist of the exhibition is Helen Frank, a Springfield artist raised in Newark and Maplewood, who is known for depicting images of the state: children walking on the Jersey Shore, a busy commercial street in Newark, and even the vacant parking lot of the local Pathmark. Also included is the work of Helen M. Stummer of Metuchen, a self-described "visual sociologist" who has made a career of documenting the life of Newark inner-city families. A special tribute is made to Lucille Hobbie, born in Boonton, who passed away in 2008; Morris County imagery is synonymous with Hobbie, who used many of the historic sites of the county in her work.  The exhibition includes the work of Hoboken-based artist Peter Homitzky, Glen Ridge artist Joseph Konopka, former Newark City Surveyor and photographer Donald Farkas, as well as several nineteenth century engravers.

Chad Leinaweaver
Special Collections Division
Newark Public Library
5 Washington Street
PO Box 630
Newark, NJ  07101-0630
(973) 733-7745
cleinaweaver@npl.org
http://specialcollections.npl.org
Cape May County News 
The Fifth Annual Archives Day was celebrated in the Old Court House and County Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, October 14, 2009.  County residents interested in history and genealogy turned out for the program.  October is National Archives Month celebrated by the Society of American Archivists and in Archives throughout the United States.  The County Clerk’s Office hosts an annual Archives Day each October to highlight a different collection from the County Clerk’s Archives which is the repository for county court, land and civil records dating back to 1692.  
County Clerk Rita Marie Fulginiti spoke about the importance of archives as repositories for precious original source documents which help us discover historical information from the past.  “In Cape May County we celebrate those precious records and volumes in our archives which document our past; they help us make sense of today and contained in them are lessons for the future.”  Fulginiti provided an overview of the judicial records collections housed in the Archives and spoke about the three official court houses erected in Cape May Court House in 1765, 1850 and 1926.  
Architectural Historian Michael Conley of Dennisville presented a lecture “Judge Henry H. Eldredge II.”  Eldredge (1881-1934) was a West Cape May native son, a Democratic prohibition era political leader who was a well known and well loved judge of the Cape May Common Pleas Court from 1913-1930 and the Circuit Court in Camden from 1930-1934.  Conley spoke from the same bench in the same court room Eldredge presided over for 13 of his 21 year judicial career.  Conley said the fair minded Eldredge “was a man known for his integrity, his devout attention to upholding the law – regardless of the political climate that surrounded him he was held in the highest regard by his peers in both parties and by the people in general, from the wealthiest business man to the poorest citizen.”
Eldredge’s daughter Janet Vance of Cape May Court House was in attendance for the lecture.  The former Middle Township school teacher told the audience that she remembered all the events and people Conley spoke about and she said she was pleased that her father was still remembered in high esteem in Cape May County.
Diana Hevener of the County Clerk’s Office, along with R.S.V.P. volunteer Myrtle Fletcher of Cape May Court House prepared and presented an exhibit of documents highlighting important trials and events from Judge Eldredge’s tenure as judge of the Common Pleas Court.  At the conclusion of the presentations a tour of the Archives was conducted as well as a hands-on training on the use of public records.
The sixth annual Archives Day is planned for October 13, 2010.  Fulginiti said “Crime and Punishment will be the topic with a focus on the source records documenting the Pierce Murder in Goshen, the trial and the 1894 hanging which took place in Cape May Court House.”  The County Clerk’s Archives are open to the public.  For more information contact Fulginiti at coclerk@co.cape-may.nj.us

Diana Hevener
New Jersey Historical Commission
New Jersey Historical Commission to Honor Individuals and Organizations Dedicated to Preserving the Heritage of the Garden State
TRENTON, NJ - The New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State, will present its 2009 history awards at its Conference on Saturday, November 21, 2009, at the Trenton War Memorial. The conference, titled "New Jersey and the Bill of Rights," will commemorate the 220th anniversary of our state's ratification of the Bill of Rights, the first state to do so.
L. Dale Patterson's work as an activist, teacher and historian has been characterized by quiet dedication to craft and a genuine regard for the public. As archivist at the United Methodist Archives Center in Madison, his research into the history of the Methodist Church has brought the subject alive for students and researchers nationwide. A member of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference and the Society of American Archivists, he has served those organizations with distinction, volunteering for numerous committee assignments, speaking engagements, newsletter work, and other efforts; in 2008 he was elected caucus representative for NJ to the Mid Atlantic Regional Archives Conference. An active, committed, and well-regarded teacher, Professor Patterson has trained students at both the undergraduate and graduate level in archival and historical studies, using traditional and internet-based methods.
Caucus Representative 

Dale Patterson

New York
From the New York State Archives

State Archives Launches RSS Feed

In an effort to increase communication to the public, the New York State Archives has launched a news feed using RSS (Really Simple Syndication) technology. 

Subscribers will be among the first to find out about Archives events, new records brought into the Archives, press releases, resources for state agencies and local governments, and any major changes to the website – such as new guides to records, new educational sites for teachers and students, and award and grant opportunities.
RSS technology enables users to view updates from organizations through an RSS Reader such as an Internet Browser, e-mail, or a third-party reader.  RSS Readers provide a brief summary of news updates from an organization and then link to the full article on the organization’s website. Users will be able to stay up-to-date with news from the State Archives once they have subscribed to the RSS feed.  To sign up for the RSS feed, go to http://www.archives.nysed.gov/rss/news.xml. 

New York State Archives Launches Innovative New Tool for Educators 

Albany, NY -- Students, researchers, and lovers of New York State history from around the world will have a better sense of the types of records held by the New York State Archives with the launch of Document Showcase, a quarterly feature on the New York State Archives' website that will highlight iconic records by investigating specific historical topics. 

Quarterly Document Showcase submissions will feature a display of 3-5 hand-picked historical records on a selected topic, background information on those records, a link to educational activities for classroom use, and other related information. All learning activities are being developed by classroom teachers, are based on the New York 7th and 8th grade social studies core curriculum, and relate to New York State learning standards. 

October's edition of Document Showcase examines industrialization and child labor in New York State. The records include: a Factory Investigating Commission brief sent to the state Supreme Court supporting restrictions on the manufacture of goods in tenement houses; letters for and against child labor from Governor Lehman's subject and correspondence files; excerpts from chapter 529 of the laws of 1913 restricting child labor; and a union label from the Cigar Makers' International Union of America expressing opposition to tenement-house manufacturing and other non-union labor. The records of the Factory Investigating Commission, created after the devastating Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire in 1911, uncovered a range of substandard working conditions being experienced by low paid factory workers throughout New York State, many of whom were immigrants and/or women and children. 

"This is a great opportunity for us to bring records into the classroom helping teachers and students see how the state records we hold contribute to a better understanding of New York State's history," said State Archivist Christine Ward. "Document Showcase highlights state records that are not well known to the public. Showcase records are organized around topics that are studied in schools across New York and offer students the ability to experience the Empire State's past as if they themselves were part of that history," she said. 

The Document Showcase is accessed from the State Archives website: www.archives.nysed.gov and select 'Document Showcase' under News and Events. 

The New York State Archives, a part of the State Education Department in the Office of Cultural Education, preserves and makes accessible the essential recorded evidence - past and present - of New York's governments, organizations, peoples, and events. At its Albany facility, the State Archives cares for more than 200 million archival records of New York State government dating from the 1630s to the present. Opening its doors in 1978, the State Archives also offers technical assistance, financial support, and other records-related services to local governments and community organizations in every region of the state.

From the New York State Archives Partnership Trust

Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. nationally renowned scholar of African American studies, received the 2009 Empire State Archives and History award on Monday, October 26, 2009.  The program included an engaging conversation between Gates and nationally prominent Lincoln Scholar Harold Holzer discussing Dr. Gates’ interest in and love of history.

From the Westchester County Archives

County Executive Andrew Spano to Receive Awards for Supporting Archives

In keeping with the spirit of National Archives Month, County Executive Andy Spano is set to be recognized by the New York Board of Regents as well as by one of the nation’s largest archival organizations for his leadership and support of the county’s archival programs.

The 2009 William H. Kelly Annual Archives Award for Excellence in Local Government Archival Program Development will be presented on Oct. 26 by the Board of Regents and the State Archives. Westchester is being honored as a local government that has “demonstrated leadership in developing a soundly administered archival program.”

In addition, the Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York (ART) selected Spano to receive one of its three annual awards. The awards typically go to archivists – not local officials - but Spano has played a particularly pivotal role in the development and growth of Westchester County’s archival programs, according to Michael Simonson, president of ART, which represents more than 300 archivists, librarians, and records managers in the New York metropolitan area.

“It’s a tremendous honor to be cited for maintaining and preserving something so crucial to our lives,” Spano said. “As a passionate believer in the value of history, I’ve tried to do everything I can to ensure it gets passed on to future generations. Westchester County will continue to place a high value on records management and public accessibility.” 

Simonson noted that Spano is one of the first individuals to receive an award for work done outside the five boroughs of New York City.   As he accepts the Award for Outstanding Support of Archives, Spano will be honored alongside Columbia Center for New Media Teaching and Learning and Andy Lanset of WNYC Radio.

The Westchester County Archives, which is located at 2199 Saw Mill River Road in Elmsford, is the central repository for the historic public records of Westchester County dating back to 1680.

“This award is a credit to the vision that County Executive Spano had in 1985 as county clerk -- and still has -- for preserving our county’s rich history and making it accessible.  His leadership in this area has been exemplary and clearly worthy of recognition,” stated Patty Dohrenwend, director of the Westchester County Archives & Records Center.

The Board of Regents award recognized the county for promoting the “identification, protection, preservation and the use of local archival government records for research and educational purposes as demonstrated by the ‘Virtual Archives.’” It also commended the county for managing disasters quickly and effectively. 

A former history teacher, Spano was responsible for founding the Archives in 1985 during his first term as county clerk.  ART notes that county government has since sustained the archive for its own public records covering a 24-year period and also provided space in the same facility for the Westchester County Historical Society library.  In effect, Westchester County offers a center for local history to all who use these two collections.

ART also notes that 2009 support included $1.6 million for the Westchester County Archives and Records Center and $180,000 for the Westchester County Historical Society.  Staffing the archives unit has “ensured regular hours for patrons, timely response to research requests, continued processing of collections, a vibrant volunteer program, expert imaging of irreplaceable and historically valuable records, and online access to indexes and virtual exhibits that demonstrate the county’s rich history,” according to the award citation. 

The County also has plans to rehabilitate and expand the existing archival and records storage facility and has approved $8.9 million in bonds.

The state award will be presented to Dohrenwend on Oct. 26 at the Cultural Education Center in Albany. Spano will be honored with the ART award on October 23 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever
Pennsylvania

2009-2010 PHMC Grants Budget Update
The 2009-2010 Grants Programs of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has been cancelled due to budgetary cutbacks. Also, the 2009-2010 Keystone Historic Preservation Grant Program is cancelled.  Please check back to the Grants and Funding section of the PHMC website for additional information and instructions relating to the PHMC grants program at: http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/grants_and_funding/3748    
University of Scranton Archives 
Weinberg Library at The University of Scranton is honored to host "Scarce Books and Elegant Editions:" Samuel Johnson and James Boswell, Selections from the Edward R. Leahy Collection, in celebration of the 300th anniversary of Johnson’s birth. Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) is now best remembered for his Dictionary of the English Language.  However, Johnson's output was prodigious and wide ranging and he is considered to be the most important prose writer in England during the middle and late 18th century. The 40 years of his literary dominance, from the 1740s until his death in 1784, have been called "The Age of Johnson."  The Heritage Room exhibit features the entire range of Johnson's literary output including poetry, drama, satire, essays, as well as the Dictionary.   Along with being the dominant literary figure of his age, Samuel Johnson was also subject to what has been called the first truly modern biography, written by James Boswell.  The exhibition is rich in Johnson and Boswell first editions in fine condition, many of them in the original boards, signed copies by both Johnson and Boswell, and rare items and autograph letters by or concerning both authors.  The centerpiece of the exhibit is a unique collection of seven copies of the first edition of Boswell's Life of Samuel Johnson.  Included are two copies bound in original boards, a copy in a Cosway binding with miniature portraits of Johnson and Boswell and a copy containing a rare letter, describing Johnson's work as a tutor when he was about twenty-one years old.  Of special note are a presentation copy of the Life inscribed twice by Boswell to a friend of Johnson's, and the A. Edward Newton copy of the Life which is one of only a handful of surviving copies containing the uncanceled page of Boswell's original text discussing marital infidelity. 

The exhibit will run through December 11. There will be an opening reception October 7 at 7:30 PM in the Heritage Room featuring a talk by Edward R. Leahy concerning his collection of Johnson and Boswell. For further information please contact Michael Knies, Special Collections Librarian/Associate Professor, Weinberg Memorial Library, University of Scranton, 570-941-6341  

News from Christ Church Archives 
20th Century Records Project--Thanks to a grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission the Christ Church archives has received funding to process its twentieth century archival holdings. The Church’s 17th, 18th and 19th century records were initially processed in 1980 as a collaborative venture with the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  The project funded by an NHPRC grant, made possible not only the processing but the microfilming of those records.  Four years ago Christ Church and Christ Church Preservation Trust undertook a major project to make the early archival records even more accessible with the development of an on-line database which can be seen at www.christchurchphila.org.
This newest initiative provides the opportunity to bring together the Church’s 20th century diverse records.  The 20th Century at Christ Church was an era of social involvement and care for people in the area, as the educational and community center for Old City.  Today Christ Church is still an active Episcopal parish with vibrant social programs, and a National Historic Landmark with a program of historic interpretation that attracts 250,000 tourists a year.

The records include minutes, files of individual rectors, parish publications, architectural drawings, parish surveys, accounting and other financial records, photographs, films and audio tapes in addition to records of the Christ Church Preservation Trust.

IMLS American Heritage Grant--Christ Church, Philadelphia and the Christ Church Preservation Trust are proud to announce that they have been awarded a $3000 American Heritage grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to have the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts provide conservation treatment for volume 2 of the Church’s vestry minutes. These minutes which span the years from 1760-1784, reflect the tensions and concerns of the congregation during a time when Philadelphia served as the pivotal geographic location for the emerging United States of America.   Christ Church played a key role in this drama.  Delegates to the Continental Congress frequently worshipped at Christ Church and the Church’s rector, the Reverend Jacob Duché, served as the chaplain to the Congress.  In 1776 the Vestry directed the Rev. Duche to eliminate the references to the King and Royal Family from the Book of Common Prayer, an act of treason which would come back to haunt the Rev. Duche.  Christ Church was one of 53 organizations who received funding to save key pieces of American history.   IMLS director, Dr. Anne-Imelda M. Radice, spoke of the significance of these grants: “With these awards, communities will be able to rescue exceptional objects that link their pasts to their futures. This grant program is an important part of IMLS’s Connecting to Collections: A Call to Action, a multi-year, multi-pronged initiative to protect our national treasures.” 
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The MARAC Virginia caucus celebrated archives month with creation and distribution of an archives month poster illustrating the theme chosen by the MARAC Outreach Committee, “To Choose Our Better History.”   Laura Drake wrote a new archives month planning guide for the web site.  With funds from a NHPRC SNAP grant, the committee distributed the poster to 700 people this year, including members of the MARAC Virginia caucus, state legislators, the Governor and cabinet secretaries, Virginia congressmen and senators, local historical societies and libraries across the state, college history departments offering public history courses, and Richmond-area magnet high schools with a humanities concentration.  The Library of Virginia provided graphic and web design.  Archival institutions from across the state contributed images for the poster.  

The caucus is sponsoring an archives fair Tuesday, October 27, at the Museum of the Confederacy.  Brian Daugherity, history instructor at VCU, will speak on his use of archives in his research on the twentieth-century Civil Rights movement in Virginia.  The event is sponsored by the Museum of the Confederacy and MARAC.

The caucus is also sponsoring Behind-the-Scenes Tours Day Thursday, October 29, at the Library of Virginia and the Museum of the Confederacy.  Bruce Chadwick will speak at noon his book, “I am Murdered,” about the murder of George Wythe.  The book talk will be followed by a reception and Behind –the-Scenes tours of the archives at the Library of Virginia, from 1:30 to 3, and of the Museum of the Confederacy, from 3:30 to 5. 

Library of Virginia's Budget Reduced (from the LVA newsletter)
In September 2009, following Governor Tim Kaine’s most recent adjustments to the state’s fiscal year 2010 budget, the annual general fund budget of the Library of Virginia dropped from $30,409,896 to $27,415,771, a cut of 9.4 percent, which included eight layoffs. The 9.4 percent cut is somewhat misleading, however, as the Library’s budget includes $16,509,697 that is distributed directly through the state-aid formula to Virginia’s 91 public library systems and $2,356,396 that covers the rent payment to the state Department of General Services. Removing these items from the Library’s base budget leaves $8,549,678 for agency staff and operations, representing a reduction of nearly 19 percent for the Library’s internal operations. 

As a result of the latest budget reductions, the Library will:

· carry nearly 30 vacancies for the foreseeable future 

· have virtually no discretionary spending money and no funds for travel or training beyond what is absolutely essential 

· supplant state funds for its conservation lab and microfilming operation with non-general fund sources, putting those programs in jeopardy 

· put on hold the purchase of most new books and manuscripts, including new titles in the areas of Virginia history and genealogy 

· have insufficient funding to sustain its electronic records program 
On November 1, three members of the Library of Virginia’s executive management team will retire. State Archivist Conley L. Edwards III; Ann Harris, director of Finance and Administrative Services; and Elizabeth M. ”Libby” Lewis, director of Library Development and Networking, together have more than 85 years of public service.
Rachel Donaldson Muse, Senior Local Records Archivist at the Library of Virginia, has accepted a position as Records Analyst at the Vermont state archives in Vermont.  
Off-Site Workshop at LVA Oct. 7

A MARAC workshop, Project Management for Archival Processing Projects, was held at the Library of Virginia October 7.  Thirty-one people attended, and several more people were turned away.  The logistics of holding a workshop off-site worked well.  Several people from smaller institutions, public libraries, and museums, in Virginia attended.  The Education Committee will submit a more complete report about the workshop.    

News from the College of William and Mary

The Special Collections Research Center at Swem Library at the College of William and Mary is pleased to announce the completion of two new digital projects.  The first is an online version of an exhibit called “Slavery in Virginia” that Swem Library developed in 2007.  William and Mary senior Sarah Erb curated the exhibit, Presson Fellow Sarah Dorpinghaus put together the digital version in 2008, and William and Mary student Joshua Karp did the final work to make it available online.  To see the exhibit, please go to: http://swem.wm.edu/departments/special-collections/exhibits/slavery/.

The second digital project makes available online transcripts of the William Taylor Correspondence.  Sergeant William Taylor (b. 1828) of North Liberty, Pennsylvania, enlisted in the 100th Pennsylvania Regiment in 1862.  He wrote these letters from September 1862 through October 1864, from camps in Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Tennessee, Mississippi, Indiana, and Maryland to his wife Jane McKnight Taylor. Included are his descriptions of the Battle of Fredericksburg, the shelling of Vicksburg, the fighting, retreat, and siege outside of Knoxville, the siege of Petersburg, and the Petersburg mine explosion and assault. Taylor was discharged from the service with a medical certificate November 13, 1864.  Ralph G. Poriss transcribed the letters. .  Links to the transcripts are available at: http://scrc.swem.wm.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=7071.
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The John Brown online exhibit was unveiled for Governor Manchin in early October (http://www.wvculture.org/history/jbexhibit/jbintroduction.html) and was also the subject of the Archives and History monthly library lecture series for October. Numerous other events were held around the state to mark the 150th anniversary of John Brown's raid at Harpers Ferry.

 

The West Virginia Veterans Memorial is nearing the finish of the recarving project - all the carving and painting has been done as of Saturday, and we just have to remove the stencils and clean up before Veterans Day.

 

The Vital Research Records has been completed and migrated to a new, faster server, so that people shouldn't have as much trouble running searches. All 55 counties are now online, as well as statewide deaths which are more than 50 years old. This encompasses over 5 million records that researchers can access via our website at http://www.wvculture.org/vrr/va_select.aspx.
Information provided by Debra Basham, West Virginia Archives and History
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